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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: From the second half of the 19th century, Russia, relying on railways
Research Article and paved roads, expanded its economic and political power in Central

Asia and the Caucasus and sought to apply the same policy of gradual

Article history: influence along Iran’s borders, which faced opposition from both the

Received 2023-05-28 British and the Qajar governments. This study, based on the analysis of
Received in revised form  data and information collected through library and documentary
2023-08-12 research, seeks to answer the question: what roles did the Russian and
Accepted 2023-08-30 Iranian governments play in the construction of overland and water
Available online 1 July communication—trade routes in northwestern Ira}n d_uring the late Qajar
2025 period (1287-1340 AH / 1870-1922 CE)? The findings indicate that the

construction of roads was Russia’s most important tool for exerting
influence over Iran; however, Iran resisted Russian road-building

Keywords: proposals for years to prevent this domination. Nevertheless, to control
Russia; all parts of the country and meet the need for modern roads, the
Roads: concession for constructing paved roads in northern Iran was eventually
Qajar; granted to Russia. The expansionist ambitions of major powers also

affected shipping on Lake Urmia. By the end of the Qajar period, the
country remained largely deprived of modern domestic transportation;
although the appearance of development—such as paved roads,
telegraph lines, and banks—existed, this development was externally
driven rather than internally initiated. Until the middle of World War |
(1335 AH / 1917 CE), the maintenance, toll collection, and supervision
of the constructed roads were in Russian hands. During this period, the
use of waterways, which were an inexpensive, fast, and strategically
important mode of transportation, received little attention from the
Iranian government.
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