csiw

Crisis Studies of the Islamic World
Vol.12, No.2, Summer 2025

Analysis of The Role of Geographical Sources of Power in the Geopolitical Crises of
The Islamic World; The Case Study of Nagorno-Karabakh and Kashmir Crisis)

jij dd Bhhrmnjjff® | Daraya Mazandarani’ | Rasul Eydi®
Received Date: 2024/09/15 Accept Date; 2024/12/23

Cite: Bahramijaf, S., Mazandarani, D. and Eydi, R. (2025). Analysis of The Role of Geographical Sources of
Power in the Geopolitical Crises of The Islamic World; The Case Study of Nagorno-Karabakh and
Kashmir Crisis). Crisis Studies of the Islamic World, 12(2), 55-81.

DOI: 10.27834/CSIW.2411.1480.2.37.5

Abstract

%e present study aims to investigate the comparative analysis of the impact of power

geography components, including natural resources, strategic location, and ethno-religious
composition, on the two geopolitical crises of Karabakh and Kashmir. The main question of the
present study is how power geography resources, including components such as natural resources,
strategic location, ethno-religious composition, and human dimensions, have affected the relations
between power actors and deepened the geopolitical crises of Karabakh and Kashmir. The
methodology of this study is based on comparative analysis, which examines the role and effects of
these components in the escalation of crises. The research hypothesis is based on the fact that regional
and international competitions, along with ethnic and religious divisions, have complicated and
prolonged the conflicts especially in the two crises of Karabakh and Kashmir, and prevented
sustainable solutions from being reached. The research results show that both Karabakh and Kashmir,
as strategic regions in the Islamic world with valuable natural resources, are engaged in long-term
conflicts that are influenced by the rivalries of major and regional powers. In Karabakh, the ethnic and
religious composition between Armenians and Azeris, the role of Russia and Turkey, and the water
and mineral resources have directly influenced the escalation of the war and conflict. In Kashmir,
religious conflicts between Muslims and Hindus, the role of China and Pakistan, and the importance
of water resources especially for agriculture and drinking water supply, are among the main factors in
the escalation of the crisis between India and Pakistan. The human dimensions of these crises
including widespread displacement, destruction of infrastructure, and social unrest have fueled the
deepening of ethnic and religious hostilities and prevented the achievement of lasting peace.
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1. Introduction

Geopolitical crises represent some of the most complex and protracted
conflicts in world politics, sustained by overlapping historical, ethnic,
religious, and geographical dynamics. This article provides a comparative
analysis of the Karabakh and Kashmir crises, focusing on the role of
geographical power resources in their escalation and endurance. The disputes
over Karabakh and Kashmir are prominent examples of such conflicts,
deeply embedded in both regional rivalries and international power
competition.

Beyond their military and security dimensions, these crises carry
profound geopolitical significance due to their Ethnic and Religious
Diversity and strategic locations. This article adopts a comparative approach
to examine how geographical power resources have contributed to the
escalation and persistence of the Karabakh and Kashmir conflicts, thereby
providing broader insights into the roots of similar geopolitical crises
worldwide.

2. Theoretical Framework

This study draws on the principles of critical geopolitics and theories of
competition over geographical power resources. Key factors—including
strategic location, access to vital natural resources, ethno-religious
composition, and the role of external actors—are conceptualized as power
resources that underpin geopolitical crises.

Within this framework, a geopolitical crisis is defined as a conflict in
which actors at multiple levels—Ilocal, national, regional, and global—
compete for control over geographical resources and strategic positions.
Complementary concepts of human security and nation-state building are
also employed to capture the social and domestic dimensions of these
conflicts.

3. Research Method

This research adopts a qualitative methodology with a comparative
strategy. Using a descriptive—analytical approach, it examines various
dimensions of the Karabakh and Kashmir crises within the proposed
theoretical framework. Data are derived primarily from library research,
including specialized books, peer-reviewed articles, historical documents,
and international reports.
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4. Discussion

4.1.

#

Ethnic and Religious Diversity

Karabakh: The Armenian-Christian majority within a state dominated by
an Azerbaijani-Muslim (Shia) population has fueled deep ethnic and
religious tensions. Historical Armenian claims clash with Azerbaijan’s
national sovereignty, reinforcing conflict lines.

Kashmir: A Muslim-majority region under the authority of Hindu-
majority India lies at the core of the dispute. This identity-based tension
has strengthened demands for self-determination and turned Kashmir
into a central national security issue for India.

. Strategic Location and Geopolitical Rivalries

Karabakh: Situated in the South Caucasus—Russia’s strategic backyard
and a bridge between Europe and Asia—the region’s proximity to
energy transit corridors (e.g., the Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan pipeline)
heightens its geo-economic and geostrategic importance.

Kashmir: Located at the intersection of three nuclear powers (India,
Pakistan, and China), Kashmir is directly tied to the security concerns of
all three. As the source of major rivers sustaining millions downstream,
the region also embodies a hydro-political dimension.

. Natural Resources

Karabakh: Rich mineral deposits, including gold, copper, and zinc, add
economic incentives to the ideological and security dimensions of the
conflict.

Kashmir: Water constitutes the most critical resource. Control over the
headwaters of the Indus and Punjab rivers grants India significant
leverage under the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty, posing existential
concerns for Pakistan.

. Foreign Power Interventions

Karabakh: The conflict has become a proxy arena. Russia (Armenia’s
traditional backer), Turkey (Azerbaijan’s ally on ethno-linguistic
grounds), and Israel (a major arms supplier to Azerbaijan) play central
roles. Pakistan also supports Azerbaijan, largely due to its rivalry with
India.

Kashmir: The crisis is intertwined with the nuclear rivalry between India
and Pakistan. Pakistan supports separatist groups, while India responds
militarily. China, due to its claims in Ladakh and strategic ties with
Pakistan, further complicates the conflict.

. Human Consequences

Mass Displacement: Both conflicts have generated large refugee
populations through repeated wars and forced displacement.
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# Human Rights Violations: Reports highlight systematic violations,
including crackdowns, restrictions on civil liberties, and the use of force
against civilians—particularly acute in Kashmir.

# Destruction of Infrastructure: Repeated damage to economic,
educational, and health infrastructure has hindered human development
and exacerbated hardship in both regions.

5. Conclusion and Recommendations
The comparative analysis of Karabakh and Kashmir shows that, despite

their distinct historical and domestic contexts, both crises follow a similar
geopolitical pattern. The intersection of imbalanced ethno-religious
structures, sensitive strategic locations, contested natural resources, and
external interventions has entrenched these disputes as protracted and
intractable conflicts. Local disputes quickly escalate into broader regional
rivalries—what can be described as a modern “great game”—diminishing
prospects for peaceful resolution. To reduce the Ethnic and Religious
conflict recommended that:

# Strengthening Multilateral Diplomacy: Advance negotiations through
impartial international organizations (e.g., the United Nations) or
credible mediators acceptable to all parties.

# Establishing Regional Cooperation Regimes: Develop joint mechanisms for
managing shared resources (particularly water) to foster positive
interdependence and reduce tensions.

# Prioritizing Human Security: Focus on decreasing human suffering,
protecting fundamental rights and freedoms, and initiating socio-
economic reconstruction in conflict-affected areas.

# Reducing Resource Dependency: Diversify economic structures to decrease
reliance on contentious natural resources, thereby reducing their role as
drivers of conflict.
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