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Abstract

%dging strategy functions not only as a political and security tool, but also as a complex and

multidimensional strategy in international relations that requires careful analysis of threats and
opportunities. This research examines Iran's foreign policy within the framework of the hedging
strategy that strikes a balance between the two approaches of cooperation and balancing. The main
goal of the research is to analyze the feasibility and consequences of adopting this strategy in Iran's
foreign policy in the complex regional security environment and anarchic international system. The
research question is how can the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran be explained within
the framework of the hedging strategy as a model for managing threats and opportunities. The
research method is descriptive-analytical. The hypothesis is the proposition that within the
framework of the hedging strategy as a multilateral and risk-reducing approach, the Islamic Republic
of Iran can manage threats to the international system and secure benefits, and create new
opportunities for diplomatic and economic interactions by relying on strengthening domestic
capacities, expanding strategic depth, and utilizing targeted diplomacy. The research findings show
that in conditions of mutual distrust and uncertainty in the regional order, the hedging strategy has
high flexibility and allows Iran to establish a more balanced interaction between regional and
international powers. The main conclusion is that the hedging strategy, considering structural and
normative bottlenecks, is the most appropriate option for increasing Iran's bargaining power.

Keywords: Power structure, public crisis, Decision-making body and process, decision making
environment, values

1. Deparment of political science, ahvaz branch, islamic azad university, ahvaz, Iran,

hkarimifard@yahoo.com

The Atrticles is published under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC-BY 4.0). See:
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode.en


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1545-3200

Crisis Studies of the Islamic World, 12(2), Summer 2025

1. Introduction

As a country with a long historical record of crisis management and
adaptation to international changes, Iran can utilize the hedging strategy to
balance threat reduction with the capitalization of strategic opportunities. A
primary concern in studies of Iran's foreign policy is how the country
confronts diverse external threats—including economic sanctions and
military-political pressures—while leveraging opportunities arising from
geopolitical shifts. This strategy relies on the simultaneous use of various
diplomatic, economic, and military instruments to mitigate existing risks
while exploiting emerging opportunities to enhance national influence and
interests.

Given these pervasive international pressures and geopolitical challenges,
the main research question of this article is: How can Iran, by employing a
hedging strategy, simultaneously reduce the negative effects of external
threats and increase its national interests?

2. Theoretical Framework: The Hedging Strategy

The hedging strategy is an approach in foreign policy and international
relations used to reduce risks and deal with uncertainty. It allows small and
medium-sized countries to establish positive relations with major powers
while simultaneously utilizing deterrent tools to ensure their security.

This strategy has gained significant interest in recent decades. Often
employed in a complex, multipolar international system, hedging enables
states to maintain autonomy and flexibility, avoiding direct confrontation
and vulnerabilities stemming from economic or security dependencies. It is a
means to avoid making definitive choices between poles of cooperation and
competition, allowing for a response to unpredictable changes in the global
order. As such, hedging entails the simultaneous adoption of diverse and
sometimes contradictory policies to reduce risk and increase flexibility.

3. Research Method

This study employs a qualitative research design, utilizing an analytical and
explanatory approach to examine the application of hedging strategy in
Iranian foreign policy. Data collection is based on library research, utilizing
books, scientific articles, and reputable internet sources.

4. Analysis and Discussion

A key feature of the hedging strategy is flexibility in foreign policy. Iran has
demonstrated this ability by adjusting its policies and reaching compromises
to prevent the escalation of crises, thereby averting major dangers. However,
Iran cannot rely solely on actors like Russia and China, as Western powers,
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particularly the European Union, continue to play a significant global role.
Hedging allows Iran to strengthen relations with Russia and China while
maintaining ties with Europe through diplomatic negotiations (e.g., the
JCPOA), economic cooperation in areas like renewable energy, and
enhanced cultural and scientific ties.

Although Iran faces severe economic sanctions from the United States
and other Western countries, maintaining relations with the European Union
remains a complementary element in its overarching hedging strategy.

Security threats in the Middle East further underscore the necessity of this
strategy. Located in a region fraught with proxy wars, terrorist threats, and
the military presence of major powers, Iran is compelled to adopt deterrent
and multilateral strategies. It can utilize active diplomacy and enhance
multilateral cooperation within frameworks like the United Nations and the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation to reduce security threats while
expanding its network of relations.

Multilateralism, as a core component of hedging, plays a prominent role
in Iran's foreign policy. To counter international sanctions and pressures,
Iran has consistently sought to expand its relations with various countries.
This approach prevents over-reliance on specific powers and provides a
variety of options to advance its objectives.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions

The hedging strategy, combining positive and flexible interactions with
various international actors, serves as an effective tool for formulating Iran's
optimal foreign policy. It works towards reducing global risks and
strengthening national interests. Emphasizing multilateralism, this strategy
enables Iran to defend its national interests under complex conditions, reduce
external threats, and increase economic and security opportunities through
expanded interactions with countries such as China, Russia, and Central
Asian nations.

Moreover, the adept application of this strategy can strengthen lIran's
position in international negotiations and increase its bargaining power.
Although elements of hedging are present in Iran's current foreign policy, its
successful operationalization requires a greater prioritization of active and
smart diplomacy. By effectively utilizing its diplomatic capacities to address
both internal and external challenges, Iran can diversify relationships, ensure
its security, and exploit economic opportunities.
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