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Abstract

In the years following the revolution, there have been countless mass protests in Iran. The
question is, what changes have occurred in the patterns of mass protests in Iran and what is
their future outlook? In this article, using a historical method and longitudinal data analysis,
it was shown that most mass protests in the early years of the revolution had political-
ideological aspects; In the early 1990s, under the influence of reduced government support
for the lower classes, it acquired livelihood aspects; between 1999 and 2009, it focused on
removing political restrictions; from 2009 onwards, it targeted the entire political system with
a faster tempo and a wider scope. The protests of recent years have been less ideological and
lacked specific organization and leadership. The severe repression of the protests in recent
years, although it has not prevented their recurrence, has prevented them from coalescing.
These characteristics have prevented the protests from being powerful and having a direct
impact; however, they have put the established system under severe pressure and, in each of
its waves, have reduced its legitimacy and social base. Given the current economic, social,
and cultural crises and inadequacies, and the accumulation of dissatisfaction, the grounds
and motivations for mass protests remain high, and unless rapid and profound changes occur
in domestic and foreign approaches and policies, larger and more intense waves of mass
protests will emerge.
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1. Collective Opposition
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