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Abstract
Strengthening national power through the effective management of domestic
resources and the strategic utilization of foreign capacities constitutes a core
function of modern governments. Following the victory of the Islamic Revolution,
enhancing national power and achieving national goals became one of the primary
objectives of Iran’s political elite. Efficient management of domestic resources to
consolidate the foundations of national power and prevent resource waste has been
regarded as an inseparable component of major national strategies. Ayatollah
Khamenei, in his numerous speeches on macro-level national issues, has outlined a
vision linking governance, management, and national power. This study is
organized based on an examination of his speeches on effective national
management and its connection to national power. Ayatollah Khamenei approaches
national power through an integrated lens, presenting it as the key foundation for
sound national governance, and he emphasizes the necessity of efficiency as a
means to strengthen this power. The central research question is: What connection
does Ayatollah Khamenei identify between effective management and the
enhancement of national power? This article argues that, according to his
perspective, effective management -conceptualized within the framework of “jihadi
management” and its theoretical principles- leads to the strengthening of both soft
power (legitimacy and public acceptance of the system) and hard power (the
development of military and economic capabilities). This article employs a
descriptive-analytical method and relies on documentary research for data
collection.
Keywords: Ayatollah Khamenei, national power, jihadi management, efficient
management, optimal resource utilization, domestic capacities,
modern management science.
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