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Abstract

The relationship between religion and democracy is a fundamental topic in
understanding social transformations, having taken on various interpretations and
dynamics across different historical and cultural contexts. In most political schools
of thought, religion and democracy are emphasized as two of the most influential
factors shaping the form, nature, and process of change in societies, particularly in
the views of traditionalists and religious intellectuals. This study aims to explain the
role of religion and democracy and examine their characteristics in the context of
contemporary Iranian social transformations, thereby clarifying their ambiguous
and often contested roles to provide a better understanding and a more accurate
analysis of these transformations. This research adopts a descriptive-analytical
method, and data has been collected through library-based studies. In response to
the central research question—how the role of religion and democracy in
contemporary lranian social transformations can be analyzed—the findings reveal
that religion and democracy have consistently influenced social change. However,
their level of influence has varied across different periods depending on the
sociopolitical agendas and approaches adopted by religious institutions and
democratic forces. The convergence of these two factors has often led to profound
transformations, such as revolutions and maximum popular participation. Overall,
these changes seem to reflect an ongoing effort to maintain a balance between
Islamic values and a shifting environment, resulting in the growth of new social
forces and classes.

Keywords: Maximalist religion, democracy, transformation, society.
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