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ABSTRACT

One of the topics discussed in political geography and geopolitics is the
investigation of conflicts with the roots of geographical values among
actors of different levels in sub-national and transnational scales. The
stability of geographical values hidden in the foundations of a tension
and conflict causes the continuation of the conflict process. As long as
one of the parties does not give up all or part of the benefits of those
values, the conflict process will continue. The Western Sahara conflict,
as one of the threats to security and sustainable development in North
Africa, started more than half a century ago and continues until now.
Although the volume of conflicts in this territory has been reduced; But
this crisis, like a fire under the ashes, has the capacity to flare up and
start a big tension for North Africa. This research, with a descriptive-
analytical approach, using Persian and Latin library sources, using a
cartographic analysis of the conflict and gathering the views of the
parties to the conflict, has evaluated and investigated the causes of the
prolongation of this conflict. The findings of the research confirm that
the reasons for the continuation of the conflict in the Western Sahara can
be separated into three categories of geopolitical, ideological and
geoeconomic factors. Factors such as the incomplete process of
decolonization, the buffer zone, the interference of foreign countries, the
weakness of international organizations, the expansionist ideology of the
neighbors, along with the extensive resources and reserves of the
Western Sahara,
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