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Abstract

The management of perception, cognition, and influence over public
opinion has long been a critical concern, particularly for rulers and
governments seeking to align societal views with their objectives. In this
context, examining the Umayyad cognitive campaign against the Ahl al-Bayt
(peace be upon them) as a historical case study is of special significance.
Historical records indicate that the Umayyads posed one of the greatest threats
to the Islamic community, and many intellectual distortions in the Muslim
world can be traced back to their policies. This article, using a descriptive-
analytical approach, investigates the transformation of intellectual
components within the Islamic society as a key strategy of Umayyad leaders
during their cognitive warfare against the Ahl al-Bayt. These strategies
manifested through various methods, including: undermining the leadership
attributes of the Ahl al-Bayt, promoting the notion that the caliphate was not
exclusive to the Ahl al-Bayt, advocating the separation of religion from
politics and governance, disseminating ideologies aligned with Umayyad
interests, and altering the intellectual authority of the Islamic community.
Such measures directly influenced public cognition and shaped societal
perceptions.

Keywords: Cognitive warfare, Umayyad Caliphate, Ahl al-Bayt (peace be
upon them), public opinion, Islamic society.
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