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Abstract

This study aims to examine the relationship between the government and universities in
terms of academic and financial independence. The main focus of the study is on the
impact of government policies and actions on the independence of universities and
possible solutions to strengthen this independence. This study was conducted using
thematic analysis. Research data were collected through semi-structured interviews with
professors, administrators, and academic experts. In this study, interviews were
conducted with 10 faculty members and experts from different universities in Tehran.
The sampling method of this study was purposive sampling. Data analysis was
conducted using open, axial, and selective coding, and the main themes were extracted.
The research findings show that the financial dependence of universities on the
government and government intervention in scientific and managerial affairs are two
key factors in reducing the independence of universities. On the other hand, independent
sources of income (such as attracting international students, providing consulting
services, and creating knowledge-based companies) and cooperation between the
government and universities in the form of joint research projects can help strengthen
the autonomy of universities. Also, the academic autonomy of universities is influenced
by factors such as freedom to choose curricula, select professors, and conduct research.
The results of the study show that the relationship between the government and
universities can be both controlling and cooperative.
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