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Introduction: The question of why the US decided to withdraw from
Afghanistan unexpectedly has been a question that has been on the
minds of analysts and has been given different answers. The most
important reasons that some American officials, including Joe Biden,
have put forward for the US military withdrawal from Afghanistan
are: Endless or unwinnable war, the Vietnamization of war, the
importance of the Chinese threat, and the need for the United States
to focus its attention on this country in East Asia.

Research quettion: What impact will America's withdrawal from
Afghanistan have on America's position in competition with China?
Research hypothesis: By withdrawing from Afghanistan and replacing
the "directed chaos" strategy with a "stability and crisis resolution
strategy” in Afghanistan, the United States is trying to turn China's
opportunities into threats and America's threats into opportunities.
Research methodology: To investigate the above hypothesis, a mixed
methodology (quantitative-qualitative) with a descriptive-analytical
approach was used.

Results and discussion: The research findings suggest that the United
States is trying to activate ethnic divisions in future competitions, in
addition to containing China. The instability that will arise after the
US withdrawal from Afghanistan could affect China's Xinjiang
region as well as the massive “Belt and Road initiative,” improving
the US position in competition with China.

oonclusion: Given the strategic competition between the United
States and China for hegemony, Afghanistan is of great importance
in the foreign policy of these two powers. In the past, Afghanistan
was considered a buffer country, but today it is a country that powers
are trying to influence. China and the United States, as two
geostrategic powers in structural competition with each other, are
seeking influence in Afghanistan as a geopolitical pivot.
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Introduction: The question of why the US decided to withdraw from
Afghanistan unexpectedly has been a question that has been on the
minds of analysts and has been given different answers. The
importance of this question and its speculative answers lies in the
belief that the United States' entry into Afghanistan in 2001 was based
on the country's long-term strategic interests and that Washington is
unlikely to leave Afghanistan easily. The most important reasons that
some American officials, including Joe Biden, have put forward for
the US military withdrawal from Afghanistan are: Endless or
unwinnable war, the Vietnamization of war, the importance of the
Chinese threat, and the need for the United States to focus its attention
on this country in East Asia. Among these three reasons, which are of
course completely interrelated, the fact that China has become a
serious threat to the United States is of particular importance. In other
words, America's withdrawal from Afghanistan is closely related to
the country's strategic competition with China in the region and the
international system.

Research quettion: What impact will America's withdrawal from
Afghanistan have on America's position in competition with China?

Research hyposhesis: The US presence in Afghanistan has created
opportunities for China and threats (financial, human, and reputational
costs) for the US, so that Beijing has effectively taken a free ride from
the US. By withdrawing from Afghanistan and replacing the "directed
chaos" strategy with a "stability and crisis resolution strategy" in
Afghanistan, the United States is trying to turn China's opportunities
into threats and America's threats into opportunities.

Research mathodology: To investigate the above hypothesis, a
mixed method (quantitative-qualitative) with a descriptive-analytical
approach was used. This means that both quantitative data, such as the
number of casualties of American soldiers and their allies in
Afghanistan and China's economic opportunities in Afghanistan, and
qualitative data, such as the opinions of various authors and the
positions of politicians in the countries, were cited. The method of
collecting information was to review library and internet resources.

Results and discussion: The research findings suggest that the
United States is trying to activate ethnic divisions in future
competitions, in addition to containing China. Manchus, Mongols,
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Tibetans, and Uyghurs are among the ethnic groups that have the
potential to rebel against Chinese rule. The instability that will arise
after the US withdrawal from Afghanistan could affect China's
Xinjiang region as well as the massive “Belt and Road initiative,”
improving the US position in competition with China.

By withdrawing from Afghanistan and adopting a "policy of
directed chaos" in Afghanistan, the United States not only intends to
make Afghanistan's internal and regional environment insecure for
China, but also to challenge China from within by dragging the
Afghan crisis into China. In other words, in addition to the
containment policy it has pursued in the East, Southeast, and South
Asia, the United States also intends to pursue a policy of "directed
chaos" towards China to overcome its competition with China. This
policy is implemented by creating insecurity in Afghanistan and then
managing it in this country and the region, and its tool is Islamic
radicalism. With this policy, China's domestic environment (Xinjiang)
and the regional environment (the Belt and Road Initiative, especially
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor) are affected. This not only
distracts China from domestic problems but also deprives Beijing of
regional opportunities.

Conclusion: Given the strategic competition between the United
States and China for hegemony, Afghanistan is of great importance in
the foreign policy of these two powers. In the past, Afghanistan was
considered a buffer country, but today it is a country that powers are
trying to influence. The developments in Afghanistan over the past
two years, which led to the Taliban's dominance over the country, are
not unrelated to the competition between China and the United States
for influence in Afghanistan. China and the United States, as two
geostrategic powers in structural competition with each other, are
seeking influence in Afghanistan as a geopolitical pivot. While the
United States attempted to establish its presence in Afghanistan
through military presence, China did so through economic presence.
This competition between 2001 and 2021 led to Washington's defeat
by imposing a heavy cost on the United States and China, by abusing
the American presence, effectively winning the game. Therefore, it
seems that Washington has decided to change the equation to China's
disadvantage by withdrawing from Afghanistan. The United States



Central Eurasia Studies, Vol. 18, No. 1, Spring & Summer 2025 220

hopes that after withdrawing from Afghanistan, the country's conflicts
and its management by the United States will impose costs on China
in the following ways: as the investment environment in Afghanistan
becomes insecure, China's economic opportunities will be challenged.
As the regional environment in Afghanistan becomes insecure, the
implementation of the “Belt and Road Initiative” will be disrupted.
With chaos in the domestic arena of Afghanistan, the East Turkestan
Islamic Movement will have an opportunity to destabilize the
Xinjiang region, and finally, China will be forced to intervene in
Afghanistan so that it can be buried in the so-called “graveyard of
empires” like other empires. Such achpevaments, especially when
accompanied by the management of the chaos by the United States,
are in themselves beneficial to the United States. But this is only part
of the achievements. The US withdrawal policy from Afghanistan
could also strengthen the US position in competition with China in
three other ways: it would free up limited military resources in
Afghanistan and allow them to be deployed in the Asia-Pacific region,
frees up diplomatic and bureaucratic capacity for senior American
officials, allowing them to devote time and attention to China that
would otherwise be spent on the Afghan quagmire and finally, it could
save the U.S. government money and allocate billions of dollars to
help with projects that improve America's position in competition with
China.

Key Words: Forever War, New Cold War, Unwinnable War,
Directed Chaos, Containment.
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