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Introduction: Samarkand, one of the historical centers of the Silk
Road, reveals cultural contrasts between the city and the province.
This study examines ethnic, linguistic, and religious characteristics,
focusing on changes since Uzbekistan’s independence.

Research Question: This research examines the cultural composition
of the city and provinces of Samarkand, the distribution of groups,
recent developments, and expected changes in the future.

Research HypothesisField research shows that Tajik speakers are
mostly concentrated in the city of Samarkand, while Uzbek speakers
are expanding nationwide and are expected to strengthen further.
Methodology and Theoretical Framework: Ethnographic fieldwork,
participant observation, and written sources form the basis of the
work. Comparisons with Tashkent and Bukhara provide a broader
perspective, offering qualitative insights to guide future study.
Results and Discussion: Tajik is the dominant language in the city of
Samarkand, and Uzbek is the dominant language in the province.
Tajik speakers are numerous but are statistically underrepresented.
However, the Tajik language is slightly losing ground due to limited
official recognition, emigration, and a stronger presence of Uzbeks.
Public writing is almost exclusively Uzbek. Religiously, the
population is predominantly Sunni Muslim, with about 20% of the
city's population being Shia. Immigration is contributing to the
increase in the Sunni majority.

Conclusion: Samarkand's future is shaped by bilingualism: Uzbek is
the official language, while the Samarkandi Tajik dialect will persist
orally. Tajik’s cultural prestige may help maintain its role notably
with institutional support.
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Introduction: This article examines the multifaceted cultural fabric of
Samarkand city and its surrounding province in Uzbekistan. The focus is
on unraveling their distinct ethnic, linguistic, and religious characteristics.
Samarkand's historical role as a pivotal nexus on the Silk Road
profoundly shaped its diverse cultural and linguistic landscapes,
promoting and facilitating centuries of intermingling and evolution. The
regional cultural geography of Samarkand is characterized by a
vernacular language difference between its urban core and its rural
hinterland. This article explores the ongoing evolution of religious and
linguistic dynamics since Uzbekistan gained independence.

Research question: This study has two aims. The first step is to
describe the ethnic, linguistic, and religious situation in Samarkand
city and province, and then to examine the dynamics that have
contributed to change and may continue to contribute to future
changes. The research question is: How are the different ethnic,
linguistic, and religious groups distributed in the city and province of
Samarkand, what developments have occurred, and what changes can
be expected in the future?

This study aims to understand the multifaceted cultural fabric of
Samarkand city and its surrounding province, with a particular focus
on their distinct ethnic, linguistic, and religious characteristics.
Moreover, this study aims to examine the ongoing evolution of ethnic,
linguistic, and spiritual dynamics, particularly since Uzbekistan
gained independence.

Research hypothesis: The current study is based on fieldwork and
can be categorized as exploratory rather than confirmatory research.
Exploratory research aims to gain an initial understanding of a topic
and identify potential relationships between variables, which can then
lead to the development of specific, testable hypotheses for future
studies. Unlike confirmatory research, which tests pre-defined
hypotheses, exploratory research focuses on generating ideas and
identifying potential areas for further investigation.

Therefore, this study primarily aims to discover facts rather than
test hypotheses. However, even in this type of study, specific results
were expected hypothetically. For example, it was anticipated that the
number of Persian (Tajik) speakers would be higher in the city of
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Samarkand compared to its rural hinterland, and that the position of
the Uzbek language would be increasingly enhanced in independent
Uzbekistan. Additionally, based on its findings, this study proposes a
model that could be tested in future studies if accurate quantitative
data becomes available.

Methodology and theoretical framework: The research method and
analysis presented in this study are grounded in ethnographic field
research and participant observation, supported by other available
(written) sources. The study also draws on prior studies concerning
the linguistic landscapes and mosaics of different provinces and cities,
including Tashkent and Bukhara, to support its observations. The
preliminary explanatory framework for comprehending the
distribution of the Tajik Persian language is a qualitative assessment
that provides a foundation for more extensive future investigations.

Results and discussion: Within Samarkand city, Tajik, a Persian
dialect written in the Cyrillic script, serves as the primary language for
the majority of the inhabitants. However, the Uzbek language
predominates as the primary language across the broader Samarkand
province, though many ethnic Uzbeks demonstrate varying degrees of
bilingualism. Official statistics often understate the actual number of
Tajik speakers due to challenges in ethnic self-identification and
census methods; however, field observations confirm a substantial
Tajik-speaking population in urban centers such as Samarkand and
Bukhara.

The relative position of Tajik compared to Uzbek is gradually
eroding. This shift is influenced by historical government policies,
such as those from the early Soviet era that promoted Uzbek, as well
as by Tajik's current lack of official status within Uzbekistan.
Additionally, continuous rural-to-urban migration introduces more
Uzbek-speaking populations into the city, further eroding the
dominance of the Tajik language.

The study's observations are consistent with prior research on other
cities, such as Bukhara, which also serves as a significant urban center
where Tajik is widely spoken, despite being encircled by a largely
Uzbek-speaking rural hinterland. In both Bukhara and Samarkand,
written communication and public signage are overwhelmingly in
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Uzbek, while Tajik is primarily used for oral interactions. A consistent
trend across Tashkent, Samarkand, and Bukhara is the growing
popularity of English among younger generations.

The following finding is also consistent with prior research. A
preliminary explanatory framework suggests that the presence of the
Tajik language is more pronounced in larger urban centers and areas
geographically closer to other significant Tajik-speaking regions.
Conversely, the language's prevalence tends to diminish as the
population size in a settlement decreases and as the distance from
these established hubs increases. The study also hypothesizes that
while Tajik maintains its stronghold in Samarkand city, its position is
gradually eroding due to historical governmental language policies
and rural-to-urban migration patterns. It is also posited that the
linguistic mosaic of Samarkand will sustain bilingualism, with Uzbek
solidifying its importance in official and administrative contexts.

Uzbekistan's religious environment is generally tolerant, with
Sunni Muslims constituting the vast majority of the population in both
the city and the broader province. However, Shia Muslims make up a
significant proportion (20%) of the population in Samarkand city.
They are primarily descendants of the local Central Asian Iranians and
Soviet-era migrants from Azerbaijani communities. Demographic
changes, such as the emigration of non-indigenous ethnic groups and
the influx of Uzbek-speaking populations, are leading to an increased
proportion of Sunni Muslims within the city's religious landscape.

Conclusion: The future linguistic mosaic of Samarkand is
anticipated to sustain bilingualism, with Uzbek expected to solidify its
importance, particularly in official and administrative contexts. The
Samarkandi dialect of Tajik is expected to remain widely spoken;
however, written materials in Tajik are likely to remain sparse unless
actively supported through formal policies and institutional initiatives.
The position of Tajik may benefit from its historically positive image
in Uzbekistan, as many citizens view the language as part of their
cultural heritage.

Key Words: Ethnic Diversity, Language Shift, Bilingualism,
Language Policy, Rural-Urban Migration, Uzbekistan.
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