\ol. 12 | Issue. 432025 |
https://andishehsiyasi.ri-khomeini.ac.ir https://doi.org/ 10.22034/jpti.2025.520331.1409

Unity in Concepts and Consensus in Strategy: A Driver for Successful
Foreign Policy Action (Case Study: The Concept of Opposing Arrogance)

Mohammad Mahmoudi- Kia

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Thought in Islam, Imam Khomeini (PBUH) and Islamic

Revolution Research Institute, Tehran, Iran.

mahmoodikia@ri-khomeini.ac.ir

Avrticle Info Abstract

Article Type: Iran>s anti-arrogance foreign policy has always been discussed within
. i a spectrum of supporters and opponents. Some regard it as the core of
Resef_"r‘;h Article Iran>s foreign policy discourse, while others view it as a deterrent and
Received: cost-incurring factor in the country’s foreign policy actions. Therefore, we
2025 /02 /16 i have never witnessed a consensus on the conceptual understanding of this
Revised: : principle among elites, which naturally has led to confusion in the strategy
2025 /03 /31 of foreign policy action. This research, using the SWOT analysis method
Accepted: 5 and based on the constructivist approach, seeks to answer the question:
: How has the conceptual multiplicity, or in other words, the conceptual
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ambiguity of the anti-arrogance foreign policy concept, influenced Iran’s
foreign policy actions in the new era, particularly in relation to regional

. arrangements? The findings of the research suggest that due to the return

of realist logic in international relations and the decrease in the rigidity
of the foundational principles of the post-World War Il order, relying on

. normative and othering principles without offering a new interpretation

of these normative concepts cannot free Iran’s foreign policy from the
existing ambiguity. This factor can lead to an increase in the costs of the

: country’s foreign policy actions. Therefore, it is necessary to redefine the

concept and redesign the tactics of applying the principle of anti-arrogance
in away that can be intelligently implemented in foreign policy, preventing

¢ the exacerbation of crises and pressures on the country, and creating

an opportunity to leverage systemic-level opportunities for supporting
internal development.

: Keywords: Foreign policy, Principle of anti-arrogance, Conceptual
- consensus, Middle East.
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