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The role of think tanks in shaping and influencing foreign policy has become increasingly signifi-
cant in contemporary international relations. In the context of the Islamic Republic of Iran, think
tanks are often regarded as critical actors in the formulation and implementation of foreign policy
strategies. However, the extent to which these institutions actually influence Iran's foreign policy
decisions remains a subject of debate. While some argue that Iranian think tanks serve as vital
platforms for generating innovative ideas and providing expert analysis, others contend that their
impact is limited due to the centralized nature of decision-making and the dominant role of state
institutions in foreign policy processes.This study seeks to evaluate the role of think tanks in the
foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran and assess their level of influence. Specifically, it aims
to address the following questions: What is the structural and functional relationship between
think tanks and Iran's foreign policy apparatus? To what extent do these institutions contribute to
policy formulation, strategic planning, and decision-making processes? How do external factors,
such as international sanctions and geopolitical pressures, shape the dynamics of think tanks'
involvement in foreign policy? Finally, what are the challenges and constraints that limit the ef-
fectiveness of think tanks in influencing Iran's foreign policy?By examining these questions, this
research aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the role and impact of think tanks
in Iran's foreign policy landscape. The findings will contribute to broader academic discussions
on the interplay between think tanks and state policy, particularly in the context of states with

centralized political systems and complex geopolitical environments.
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2-Theoretical framework

Neoclassical realism is a theoretical framework within the field of international relations that
seeks to bridge the gap between structural realism (neorealism) and classical realism. While it
retains the core assumption of structural realism—that the international system is anarchic and
states are primarily motivated by the pursuit of power and security—it incorporates domestic-lev-
el variables to explain state behavior. Neoclassical realists argue that systemic pressures, such
as the distribution of power in the international system, are filtered through unit-level factors,
including state institutions, leadership perceptions, and domestic political dynamics. This inter-
play between systemic and domestic factors shapes how states respond to external threats and
opportunities.In essence, neoclassical realism posits that while the international system sets the
broad parameters of state behavior, domestic variables act as intervening factors that influence
how states interpret and react to systemic pressures. For example, a state's foreign policy de-
cisions may be constrained or enabled by its bureaucratic structure, the ideological orientation
of its leaders, or the level of public support for specific policies. This approach provides a more
nuanced understanding of state behavior by acknowledging the complexity of decision-making
processes and the role of internal politics in shaping foreign policy outcomes.Neoclassical realism
has been applied to analyze a wide range of phenomena, including alliance formation, grand strat-
egy, and responses to systemic shifts such as the rise of new powers. By integrating both systemic
and domestic factors, it offers a more comprehensive framework for explaining why states with

similar structural positions in the international system often pursue divergent foreign policies.

3-Methodology

In this study, we used a mixed research method that has two parts, quantitative and qualitative,
and through data collection tools in the form of face-to-face and online interviews and a target
population of 77 people who are a collection of officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
university professors, and researchers from think tanks in the country, in order to answer the
research questions. Finally, considering the analysis and review of data regarding the role of think
tanks in our country's foreign policy, it was concluded that, given the challenges of the country's
foreign policy, the role of think tanks in Iran's foreign policy has emerged with more challenges
and obstacles than its opportunities. Given that the gap between self-perception and influencing
foreign policy in this matter is not in an acceptable state, it cannot be considered a positive and
increasing approach with a look at the future. It is necessary to explain that the statistical sam-
ple of this study includes 77 people who are directly working in the field of activities related to a
think tank related to Iran's foreign policy or are active in this field. The total number of people
active in this category is very limited, and our target population generally consists of a relatively
small number of people. Accordingly, our sample size (77 people) covers a significant portion of
the entire target population, and therefore the conclusions of the study can be generalized to the
entire population with a high degree of confidence. Furthermore, due to the specialized nature
and limited number of people involved in this field, the selected sample is largely representative

of the average opinions of this population.
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Governments cannot be indifferent to the primary categories of international relations knowl-
edge, namely anarchy, state-centeredness, and power-security, but a single scientific theory (in-
ternational relations science, foreign policy analysis) does not necessarily explain why and how all
the tactics adopted by the government under study; the foreign policy strategies of governments
in similar situations are not necessarily the same and do not follow the same logic. To explain
the relationship between academic knowledge of international relations and the realities on the
ground, two approaches are proposed: first, strengthening the connection between theorist and
policymaker, and second, using intermediate or medium-range theories; the goal is to bring the
intermediate factors effective in decision-making into the main level of analysis and, through this
path, to explain the connection between political decisions and scientific theories in a clearer and
more tangible way so that policymakers realize the unparalleled importance of scientific advisory

institutions for maintaining security and advancing national interests at the international level.

It is better for Iran to seriously prepare the ground for joint think tank activities with friendly
countries, including China and Russia, and so to speak, to bring the think tank diplomacy of the
southern countries to the fore against the think tank diplomacy of the northern countries, be-
cause given the importance of the organizations that these countries are members of, including
Shanghai and BRICS, we can expect that the process of think tank diplomacy will yield acceptable

results by achieving common goals of reducing or eliminating sanctions.
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