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1- INTRODUCTION

Regionalism, convergence and cooperation around political and economic issues have a long history
in the field of international relations. This type of cooperation has been pursued mainly based on
political-economic considerations and with a view based on national interests and with pessimism
towards competitors. But bioregionalism is a relatively new concept that can reduce the pessimism
of governments towards regional cooperation to some extent. In fact, bioregionalism may be able to
provide a suitable platform for facing the new environmental challenges of the 21st century. In this
research, while explaining the concept of bioregionalism, it is attempted to theoretically examine the
possibility of operationalizing bioregionalism by mentioning case examples in three local, regional and
global scales. Therefore, the current research seeks to find an answer to this question, how can biore-
gionalism be a platform for regional environmental cooperation? And what challenges are there in the

field of bioregionalism?

2- THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

From a geopolitical point of view, ecological regions do not correspond much too international bor-
ders, and this causes a series of discontinuities between "environment" and "political demarcation".
Therefore, dealing with ecological destruction requires national cooperation and other geopolitical
fields. Many geopolitical boundaries also include natural features as part of their overall organization.
Until a few decades ago, political demarcation had little impact on ecosystems because it was usually
marked by border posts and did not obstruct the passage of habitats in border areas. But especially
since two decades ago, we have seen a sharp strengthening of border infrastructure, especially since
the security discourse in border areas and the border becoming a point of confrontation with smug-
gling, illegal immigrants and undesirable elements. These infrastructures are generally built in the form
of walls and electric and steel fences. As a result, the integrated connection of the ecosystems has be-
come disjointed and split. A large part of the natural environment around these border infrastructures
has been disrupted, and this requires a review and finding a solution to deal with this security situation.
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3- METHODOLOGY

The basis of this research is the type of descriptive-analytical studies based on the collection of library
information, the examination of documents and documents and their analysis and of the qualitative
type. Qualitative research includes a set of activities, each of which helps the researcher in some way
to obtain first-hand information about the research topic, and in this way, analytical, perceptive and

classified descriptions are obtained from the collected information.

4- RESULTS & DISCUSSION

The most important prerequisite for the consolidation of bioregionalism is to find different fields and
platforms for the cooperation of governments around it. Without the existence of common regional
concerns and issues, there is no hope for the realization of bioregionalism. Therefore, first, it should
be seen in which areas governments can move towards the realization of bioregionalism. But among
these areas, border protected areas have relatively more potential. We are on the threshold of a stage
that has made it necessary to protect the remaining natural environments of the earth. Bioregional-
ism can be from above (government-base), that is, through political efforts by governments in order
to create unifying regional units and regulate common policies in border protected areas, or which is
realized from the bottom (grassroots) through the investment of private and international companies

and people's institutions.

5- CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

Bioregionalism can be achieved by two methods: top-down (government-based) and bottom-up (peo-
ple-based). The findings of the research show that in order to achieve bioregionalism, two paths must
be taken simultaneously.

1- Short-term and pragmatic path; in this direction, efforts should be made for societies and govern-
ments to adopt policies and changes that will lead us to the right path of bioregionalism and from
systems that actively harm our planet and societies.

2- Long-term and idealistic path; in this way, by adopting a future-oriented approach, they should be
guided towards utopian and long-term methods. Competition-oriented views in the field of interna-
tional relations can also be the most important challenge for bioregionalism. These types of views gen-
erally look at regional and international cooperation with suspicion and believe that governments are
only looking for their national interests in regional and international environments. This provides more
competition than cooperation and will eventually turn competition into conflict. Also, the findings of
the research show that another issue that can create a significant difference in the quality of bioregion-
alism in different societies is the level of economic-cultural development of different societies and the

level of hostility or friendliness between the target countries of bioregionalism.
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