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Understanding and explaining political phenomena is one of the most important objec-
tives of political science, and the experiences of the Islamic Republic of Iran in shaping
resistance in Iraq certainly fall under this category. It must be acknowledged that the
main foundations for forging a strategic alliance in Iran-Iraq relations, especially after
2003, have been more favorable than ever due to several reasons: first, the developments
in Iraq play a key role in Iran's political and security matters, such as preserving security,
territorial integrity, and countering terrorism; second, cultural commonalities, religious
ties, and economic exchanges have significantly contributed to forming a strategic alli-
ance between the two nations. Indeed, if we were to highlight the most significant role or
performance of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Iraq, particularly from the perspective of
establishing grassroots resistance forces, we must acknowledge thatitis none other than

assisting Iraqin achieving independence from the United States.

Theoretical Framework: Defensive Realism

The proposed conceptual framework, given Iran's profound security concerns regarding
threats posed by the U.S. presence in Iraq, discussions of regime change in Iran, as well as
multi-layered security challenges in Iraq that affect Iran’s security and interests (such as the
potential return of Ba'athists to power after Saddam Hussein’s fall in 2003), can better ex-
plain the strategies and actions of the Islamic Republic of Iran. However, the former threats

posedbyIraqtoIran post-2003 have largely transformed into valuable opportunities.
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ThreatsOperateatTwo Levels:

1. External (Non-Iraqi): These emerged due to the U.S.'s military invasion and exten-
sive military-security presence in Iraqnear Iran's borders.

2. Internal (Iraqi): Iraqg’s historical military-security threats to Iran have had a pro-
longed past. Iraq (be it under the Ottoman Empire, during the mandate period, the
monarchy, the republic, or the Ba'athist era) has always been a significant source of
security threats to Iran, given its substantial power and resources, geographical prox-
imity, economic and military capabilities, and aggressive intentions harbored by some

ofitsleaders and regimes.

Research Methodology

This study employs a qualitative descriptive-explanatory method (without adopting an
analytical approach). However, to expand the research in the future, an analytical per-
spective should also be incorporated. Thus, the research methodology is a qualitative

approachinvolving the examination of documents, statements, and interviews.

In the military-security domain, the most significant actions and services of the Islamic
Republic of Iran aimed at reducing Iraq's dependency on foreign powers include the fol-
lowing: prohibiting permanent U.S. military bases on Iraqi soil, preventing the formal ac-
tivity of the Israeli regime in Iraq, countering threats within Iraqi territory, and thwarting

the disintegration of the country.

Considering the shared interests of Iran and Iraq, U.S. military, security, and political
plans in Iraq were fundamentally at odds with the joint interests of the Islamic Republic
of Iran and Iraq. While the U.S. turned Iraq into an arena for conflict with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, the Islamic Republic of Iran endeavored to ensure that this confrontation
would not harm Iraq or its interests, and that the cost of countering U.S. plans in Iraq and
theregion would not be borne by the Iraqi people.

In this context, people-centric security is, in fact,anew concept that emerged in both prac-
tical and theoretical arenas through the formation of the "Basij" (Popular Mobilization Forc-
es)in Iran following the 1979 Islamic Revolution. Two fundamental elements of its structure
include religion and the people (the so-called ideological-popular structure). The Hashd
al-Shaabi in Iraq also follows this principle, and the popular security model present in the
Basij structure of the Islamic Republic of Iran has, as some Iraqi officials and statesmen have

acknowledged, played a significant role inits development and evolution.

Key words: Popular resistance in Iraq, Islamic Republic of Iran, Hashd Shaabi, America,

Marjiiat(Religious Authority).
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