Political and
H Vol 17, No 2, 2025, PP 1-20
IAnpl;:'nI:glnlneg“ Journal Homepage: piaj.sbu.ac.ir

P-1SSN: 1735-739X
E-ISSN: 2645-4386

The Conceptual Capacity of Jurisprudence in Response
to the Issue of Participation in Popular Governance

Mansour Mirahmadi*

DOI: 10.48308/piaj.2025.232599.1429 Received: 2023/8/5 Accepted: 2025/2/14

Original Article
Extended Abstract

Introduction: Despite numerous discussions on participation in Islamic political
thought, the conceptual capacities of jurisprudence have received less attention in ad-
dressing the issue of people’s participation in governance. Given the importance of par-
ticipation in popular governance, this article examines the conceptual capacity of Is-
lamic jurisprudence in this regard. The author argues that if this conceptual capacity is
properly explored, it will be possible to design a model of popular governance based on
jurisprudential principles.

Method: This article employs ijtihad as its primary method. Ijtihad, as a text-oriented
and intellectual approach, has the capacity to address new issues and extract an Islamic
perspective on them through a jurisprudential lens. In this study, an effort is made to in-
vestigate the concept of participation in popular governance using this method, thereby
clarifying the potential of jurisprudence in addressing popular governance.

Results and Discutions: Islamic jurisprudence presents two key concepts—cooperation
(ta“awun) and council (shira)—to establish people’s right to participate in governance.
From this perspective, the participation of believers in matters affecting their destiny in
this world and the hereafter necessitates their cooperation in fulfilling both material and
spiritual needs. Governance is inherently a matter of partnership, and its proper reali-
zation in society requires the active participation of partners. The concept of ta‘awun
(cooperation) affirms people’s right to participate in governance-related matters. Ana-
lyzing Quranic verses and traditions concerning cooperation reveals that, according to
this principle, people have the right to engage in governance within the framework of
justice and benevolence. Conversely, participation in oppressive governance is prohib-
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ited. Cooperation in just governance is considered obligatory, whereas involvement in
oppressive rule is forbidden. Additionally, the concept of shira (council) provides an
even clearer indication of the popular nature of governance from a jurisprudential stand-
point. This concept, which is highlighted in the verses of the Holy Qur’an, the traditions
of the Prophet (PBUH), and the teachings of the infallible Imams, is also recognized as
a rational principle. It holds significant potential to support the notion of popular gov-
ernance. Decision-making on matters concerning the general authority of society is a
fundamental aspect of governance, and the concept of shiira emphasizes the collective
nature of this decision-making process. From this perspective, shira is the most impor-
tant mechanism for ensuring public participation in governance. According to this prin-
ciple, a Muslim ruler is obligated to consult the people in decision-making and cannot
exercise public authority without considering their opinions.

Conclusion: The incorporation of the concepts of ta‘awun (cooperation) and shira
(council) demonstrates the conceptual capacity of Islamic jurisprudence in addressing
participation in popular governance. Based on these principles, it can be concluded that
Islamic jurisprudence supports public participation in governance, viewing it both as a
right for the people and a duty for rulers.

Keywords: Jurisprudence, Participation, Cooperation (Ta‘awun), Council (Shira),
Popular Governance.
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