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Abstract

In recent decades, energy trade has become a key element of foreign policy
for major international players. Countries such as China, India, and the
European Union remain heavily reliant on external energy sources. The
conflict in Ukraine and rising tensions between Europe and Russia have
prompted European nations to decrease their dependence on Moscow,
resulting in a significant reduction in Russia's energy exports. In response,
Russia has sought new markets for its energy resources. Iran, due to its
strategic geographic location, is seen as a potential partner capable of
absorbing some of Russia's surplus gas supplies. This analysis examines the
prospects of importing Russian gas through political and economic
perspectives, emphasizing how such imports could bolster Iran's regional
influence. The findings indicate that resuming exports to Europe is unlikely,
while large-scale exports to China are also improbable in the medium term
because Beijing is hesitant to increase its dependence on Russia.
Conversely, exporting gas to Iran appears feasible, especially if Iran re-
exports the imported volumes to neighboring countries. This approach could
create asymmetric interdependence in Iran's favor, support its goal of
becoming a regional energy hub, and improve resilience against sanctions.
The study employs scenario planning, a futures studies method, to explore
potential future developments. Data sources include primary documents,
library resources, and online materials.
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