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Abstract

In the Islamic Republic of Iran, political culture, legal oversight structures,
ideological constraints, and the state's approach to party politics have hindered
the development of effective party systems. As a result, political parties have
struggled to function as intermediaries between society and the state, leading to
reduced political participation, weak crisis management, and internal
fragmentation. Drawing on Huntington's theory of institutionalization, which
emphasizes adaptability, complexity, independence, and cohesion, this study
examines the barriers to institutionalizing political parties in Iran and explores
strategies for implementing a competitive multiparty model within the
framework of the Islamic Republic's values. Employing a qualitative,
documentary approach, the research analyzes relevant texts and reviews
historical and legal developments since the Islamic Revolution. The findings
reveal that the essential components of Huntington's theory remain unrealized
in Iranian political parties, thereby undermining their effectiveness. Moreover,
existing legal and regulatory mechanisms have limited effective competition and
the formation of institutionalized parties. The study argues that adopting a
competitive multiparty system could strengthen accountability, encourage
citizen participation, and foster healthy political competition, while remaining
compatible with the Islamic Republic's ideological and structural foundations.
Achieving this requires legal reforms, the promotion of party culture, financial
transparency, and greater freedom for political organizations within
constitutional and political boundaries.
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