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Introduction

Every movie constructs a meaning structure that narrates its own world based on rules and
norms based on its social context and by using various techniques of qualitative analysis
and deconstructing its elements could be analyzed, understood and interpreted. Regarding
the movies that are based on real stories, the characteristic of the representation of social
elements is more visible and traceable than other types of narration. The movie "Spider" is
a story about the period when Saeed Hanai, known as the spider killer, killed sixteen
female sex workers in Mashhad between 1379 and 1380. What could be the social
foundations and factors of the formation of such a chain of murders with impersonal
motives is an issue that can be followed in its narrative in the form of a movie. In this
research, based on the technique of thematic analysis, the narration of the movie "Spider"
from Saeed Hanai's phenomenon has been deconstructed in order to reveal what image the
narration of this movie has imposed on this reality, reflecting what values and what
relationship it establishes with the values and norms of the official and dominant
discourses in the social sphere of Iran. The conceptual framework of this research is a
combination of the concepts of representation, semiotics, meaning structure and gender
hierarchy.

Methodology and Discussion

The representation is the meaning creation process based on linguistic procedures. The
sender of the message claims to express reality or truth in the form of speech acts or
visual narratives, while actually creating reality and truth. Representation theory is
focused on revealing what meanings the media message, including cinema, creates in
different language formats (speech, image and music) regarding social reality and to what
extent these meanings related to social realities are in compliance. Three approaches in
representation theory can be separated from each other. The reflective approach considers
language as a tool to express the world of reality and is inspired by logical positivism and
Wittgenstein's theory. The intentional approach that searches for the meaning in the
intentions and desires of the author, speaker or artist and is expressed in the tradition of
hermeneutics. The third approach is a constructive approach in which meaning is not
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discovered by referring to the outside world or in the intention and desire of the sender of
the message, but is produced and created in linguistic procedures. It is based on the
constructed approach of meaning constructed by the representational systems that create
the social world.

Symbols play a central role in creating social realities. Social subjects give meaning to
their actions through symbols that are valid and contractual, and it is impossible to
understand the action without knowing their semiotics. In the semiotics approach,
anything - words, images and things themselves - can be used as signifiers to produce
meaning. From this point of view, symbols can appear in the form of words, images,
moods and objects. The meaning depends on the encoding between the signifier and the
signified, which is formed in the form of a semantic system. Codes make symbols
meaningful in a defined relationship between signifier and signified. Codes can be social,
textual or ideological.

Structure - rules and resources structuring behavior - means intersubjective understanding
and intersubjective meanings that define social reality for agents and agents reflect and
reproduce them in their behavior. In this interpretation, the structure has an intersubjective
nature, a product of rules and resources, and depends on the perception and knowledge of
agents. Constitutive rules determine the range of meaningful behavior and regulative rules
limit the behavior, and depending on the application of the rules and the share that he
allocates from allocative and authoritative resources, the agent can be an exerciser of
power in social relations. The formation rules express what is and the truth of the world
that they create and distinguish the meaningful act from the meaningless act. Regulative
rules, in line with constructive rules, define a system of rewards and punishments and
access to resources. Violation of regulative rules leads to deprivation of access to
resources, and agents based on socialization learn how to have more resources by
reproducing regulative rules, and in practice, they help to stabilize constructive rules
Every meaning structure, in the form of rules and norms, organizes a mainly
discriminatory hierarchy of access to resources. Perhaps the gender hierarchy is one of the
oldest discriminatory human hierarchies, and in almost all human populations, male roles
have dominated over female roles, and women have had less access to resources than
men. In monotheistic religions, which are considered late compared to polytheism and
dualism, this gender hierarchy is reflected in the attributes of God. God is male and male
verbs and pronouns are used for him in the grammatical forms of the language. Apart
from creating a male image of God in Abrahamic religions, a kind of gender hierarchy has
also appeared in their mythology. From the point of view of Abrahamic religions, in
creation, the priority and center is with man, and woman was created to be with him and
later than him. In traditional cultures based on religious teachings, women not only have
an inferior position in the social hierarchy and their role is defined in relation to men, but
also because in mythologies, Eve was the cause of Adam's deception and expulsion from
paradise, the woman is introduced as an obstacle to salvation and the cause of sin.

Conclusion

Analyzing the themes of “spider” movie notices that: 1- Saeed is tormented and distressed
in the transitioning society of Iran where traditional values are being replaced by modern
values. He considers prostitutes to be the cause of corruption and considers them impure
and non-human. 2- Against the change of the dominant values, he takes an active and
aggressive action based on the teachings of his respective meaning structure, and by
committing murders, he gives himself meaning and role, and the social approval he gets
from the society make him to feel like a hero. 3- Contrary to the government's official
reading of Saeed Hanai's phenomenon, in movie he is not presented as a psychopath, but
as an agent committed to dominant meaning structures. 4- Hierarchical distribution of
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resources prevents the formation of clear bipolarity in the society, and in such a
distribution, superior-inferior relationships prevail among the subordinates as well. As a
traditional woman, Grandmother has a superior position in this hierarchy than the modern
woman (The bride of the family), so she supports dominant values. 5- If traditional
meaning structures are manifested in the form of modern governments, the paradoxes of
being an instrumental state and maintaining traditional values and norms will create
challenges, and Saeed Hanai's phenomenon is an example of such challenges.

Keywords: Spider Movie, Said Hanai, Thematic Analysis, Representation, Gender

Hierarchy.
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