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Introduction
The study of proper names is one of the interesting areas in the humanities. As stated by

Zandi & Ahmadi (2016. P,102) the study of proper names is considered by researchers in
different fields such as philosophy, psychology, sociology, anthropology, literature,
translation studies, history, archaeology, and cultural studies. Onomastics is a subfield of
Social Linguistics which focuses on the study of proper names from a linguistic perspective.
The present study investigates the Asian toponyms based on two linguistic criteria. The first
criterion is the primary factor in naming Asian countries; in other words, we try to determine
the different factors of the Asian toponyms including social, political, geographical, and
religious factors, among others. The second criterion is related to Persian equivalences of
Asian toponyms. In this part, the word formation processes which are used for naming Asian
countries in Persian will be investigated. Studying Asian toponyms from an etymological and
translational perspective would provide considerable information not only for Linguists and
translators but also for the researchers in Geography, History and Inter-cultural studies.

Method

The present study is a descriptive-analytical one in which data collection is conducted by
exploring the United Nation official website (un.org/dgacm/en/content/regional-groups) and
also the reliable website of geographical information (worldometers.info). The corpus of this
study consists of 43 Asian country names. It is worthwhile to mention that South and North
Korea are considered as a single toponym in this research, due to the main goal of focusing on
core meaning of country name. The south and north in these countries are used for showing
the geographical direction of them. The study was done in two steps. In the first phase, the
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social factors pf country names based on the Agyekum (2006) was extracted and then a
typological hierarchy is presented for main factors in the 43 Asian country names. In the
second phase, the Persian equivalents of international country names are analyzed from the
word-formation point of view and a typological hierarchy is presented too. As it is clear, the
present study does not want to present only etymological information about the names of
Asian countries, rather it wants to concentrate on different factors affecting this naming. Due
to this, different sources were studied to find relevant information about the main reasons of
Asian countries; names. At the end, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of the World Place-
names (Everett-Heath, 2020) is the main base of the present study for typological hierarchy of
factors affecting Asian countries; names.

Results & Discussion
The results of the first goal reveal that there are 9 factors for the Asian toponyms. Among
them, the names of tribes, races, and geographical zones or features are the most common
since the first one used in 14 and the second one in 13 Asian toponyms. Other factors are the
name of Geographical direction, Kingdom dynasty, people characteristics, the name of a
person, the name of holy places, the name of God or Goddess and the name of animals.
Accordingly, the following hierarchy is presented for social factors in the naming of European
countries:
Tribe or Race> Geographical zone or feature> Geographical Direction> Kingdom Dynasty
> People Characteristics> Person> Holy Places> > God or Goddess > Animal
The results of the second criterion also show that there are three word formation processes for
naming Asian toponyms including Borrowing, coinage and loan translation. The most popular
one is borrowing which is used in 28 Persian equivalents of Asian toponyms. Coinage is used
to form nine Asian toponyms in Persian and six Asian toponyms is the result of Loan
translation in Persian. Accordingly, the following hierarchy is presented for word-formation
Processes in the usage of Asian country names in Persian:
Borrowing > Coinage > Loan translation

Table 1.
Social Factors for Asian country name

Factor Number Toponyms

Afghanistan, Uzbekistan,
Iran, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Race or Tribe 14 Tajikistan, Pakistan,

Thailand, Turkmenistan,

Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan,

Laos, Mongolia, Malaysia.

Jordon, Bahrain, Brunei,

Geographical Zone/Feature 13 Taiwan, Japan, Iraq, Qatar,
Kuwait, Lebanon, Maldives,

Nepal, India, Hong Kong.

Geographical Directions 4 Indonesia, Vietnam, Yemen,
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Factor Number Toponyms
East Timor.
Kingdom Dynasty 3 China, Korea, Saudi Arabia.
3
People Characteristics United Arab Emirates,
Palestine, Myanmar.
Person 3 Oman, Philippine, Cambodia
Holy Places 1 Sri Lanka
God or Goddess 1 Syria
Animal 1 Singapore
Table 2
Word-formation process for Asian country names in Persian
Process Number Toponyms
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Thailand, Laos,
Malaysia, Jordon, Bahrain, Brunei,
Taiwan, Iraq, Qatar, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Borrowing 28 Maldives, Nepal, Hong Kong,
Indonesia, Vietnam, Yemen, Korea,
Palestine, Myanmar, Oman, Philippine,
Cambodia, Sri Lanka, Syria, Singapore.
China, Iran, Tajikistan, Pakistan,
Loan Translation 9 Turkmenistan, Japan, India,
Afghanistan, Uzbekistan.
Coinage 6 Saudi Arabia, East Timor, United Arab
Emirates, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan,
Mongolia
Conclusion

The results of the first goal of the present study reveal that there are 9 factors for the Asian
toponyms. Among them, the names of tribes and nations are the most common, appearing in
14 Asian toponyms. Other factors are Geographical zone or feature, Geographical Direction,
Kingdom Dynasty, people characteristics, Person, holy places, God or Goddess and Animal.
Although Asia is home to many religions, it is interesting to conclude that religion is the main
factor of country name just in one country (Syria). Of course, it should be mentioned that in
two other countries (Sri Lanka and Pakistan) there are some signs of religion. Furthermore,
only three country names are based on Kingdom Dynasty factor and this is surprising fact
since Asian countries have a long tradition in powerful Dynasties.

The results of the second criterion also shows that there are three word formation
processes for naming Asian toponyms including Borrowing, loan translation and coinage. The
most popular one is borrowing which is used in 28 Persian equivalents of Asian toponyms.
Coinage is used for the formation of nine Asian toponyms in Persian and six Asian toponyms
are the result of Loan translation in Persian. The borrowing process into Persian occurred
from different languages.

Keywords: Toponym, Etymology, Translation study, Sociolinguistics.
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