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Introduction
Code-switching refers to an unconscious alternation from one language to another within the

same conversation (Gumperz, 1982). Code-switching studies, often conducted from linguistic,
psychological or sociological perspectives, has been the center of attention in recent decades
and with the increase in bilingualism in different societies, the detailed and multi-perspective
analysis of this phenomenon has been felt more than before and most of the studies in this field
have taken an interdisciplinary nature. In the framework of sociolinguistics and language
psychology, code-switching studies, investigate their relationship with components such as age,
gender, and education level of language speakers, the domain of language use, and people's
attitude toward code-switching. Considering the fact that the study of code-switching patterns
in a bilingual society can indicate the change pattern and the extent of use of language varieties
in a society, it is necessary to study code-switching patterns in a bilingual society like Gilaki-
Persian bilingual community. These kinds of studies from a sociolinguistic perspective will
indicate: how common is the simultaneous use of two language varieties among Gilani speakers
in their speech and language communication? And is there a difference between members of
this bilingual community with different social classes and their code-switching patterns? For
this purpose, by using quantitative and qualitative methods, we have tried to answer the
following questions: 1. What is the relationship between the level of code-switching among
bilingual speakers of Gilaki and Farsi, and the sociological variables of these speakers, such as
their age, gender, and level of education? 2- In which social domains code-switching between
Gilaki and Farsi take place more often? And 3- What effect does the language speakers' attitude
towards code-switching have on their code-switching behavior?

Materials and Methods

The participants of this research were 182 bilingual speakers living in Rasht including 105
women and 77 men. All of the participants had Gilak origins; meaning that their parents had
been living in Gilan and they mastered both Gilaki and Farsi. The sample population was from
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different age groups and different levels of education. The sampling method was semi-random
and the subjects were selected according to their willingness to participate in the research. In
the current research, a questionnaire was used to collect data from the target population. The
questionnaire used in the current research is a researcher-made questionnaire that was compiled
using research related to the research topic. Specifically, the Fishman model (1972) was used
in the preparation of the questionnaire in the section devoted to the language use domains, and
the criteria of Deville and Way (2014) were used to construct the items related to the speaker’
attitude towards code-switching. The questionnaire was organized based on a five-item Likert
scale (including: very little (1), little (2), somewhat (3), a lot (4) and very much (5)). The
questionnaire was organized in three sections. In the first part, the social variables of
participants (age, gender and education) and their proficiency in Gilaki and Farsi languages
have been evaluated. In the second part, the issues related to the amount of use of code-
switching in different language domains are discussed. In the third part of the questionnaire,
the data related to people’s attitudes towards code-switching was evaluated.

Results and Discussion

In terms of Domain Analysis and in relation to the code-switching patterns in different language
domains, the results of the research results showed that the highest amount of code-switching
is related to the two domains of friendship and family, and the least is related to the work
domain. And the neighborhood and educational domain are located in between.

Regarding the relationship between gender and code-switching, the results showed that
the gender of participants has a significant effect on the use of Gilaki - Farsi code-switching in
all language use domains. In this way, the average use of code-switching in women is
significantly higher than that of men. Therefore, gender is an important factor in determining
the level of alternation between these two language varieties.

The statistical results also showed that the age of participants plays a significant role on
the code-switching rate of bilingual speakers of Gilaki and Farsi in most language use domains..
These results clearly showed that the average use of code-switching among the age group less
than 40 years old (including two age groups of under 20 years old and 20 to40 years old) is
significantly higher than the age group of 40 to 70 years old. While there is no significant
difference between the two ag-groups of under 20 years and 20-40 years. In this way, older
speakers show less tendency to use code-switching in the research community.

Regarding the effect of education on the use of code-switching patterns of our bilingual
speakers, According to the findings, the level of code-switching among Gilani speakers in all
the language domains has a direct relationship with their level of education, indicating that the
higher the education of the speakers, the more the use of code-switching in their daily
conversations.

Finally, the research results on the attitude of bilingual Gilaki-Persian speakers towards
code-switching showed that there is a strong positive relationship between the speaker’s attitude
toward code-switching and the frequency of code-switching across all language use domains.
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Thus, the more positive a person’s attitude toward code-switching, the more they engage in
code-switching in conversations. Therefore, positive attitude is an important factor defining the
speaker preferences for code-switching in this bilingual community.

Conclusion

In general, in the present research, we showed that Gilaki-Persian code-switching, which is an
example of code-switching between a local variety and a standard language in Iran, is
influenced by different factors, including socio-linguistic and psychological factors, and the
language use domain. It seems that in addition to the mentioned factors, paying attention to the
reasons behind the practice of code-switching and also the direction of code-switching from the
local variety to the standard language or vice versa, can provide a more comprehensive
perspective towards the code-switching pattern in the Gilaki-Persian bilingual community.
Therefore, in terms of methodology, adopting a comprehensive and interdisciplinary approach
and combining the sociolinguistic and psychological language analysis along with the
pragmatic approach can provide a comprehensive and clear picture of the roles and patterns of
code-switching in a bilingual society.
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