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1. Introduction

Cognitive linguistics in the study of language refers to an approach that examines the relationship
between human language, his mind, and his social and physical experiences. In other words, in
cognitive linguistics, an attempt is made to study language based on our experiences of the world,
the way of understanding and the method of conceptualization, and the study of language in this sense
is the study of conceptualization patterns (Langacker, 2012).

Cognitive grammar is one of the linguistic theories proposed in cognitive linguistics, which was
developed by Langacker at the end of the 20th century. This grammar is a theoretical framework that
describes the structure of language as a product of cognition and social interaction, and considers the
first and most fundamental unit of grammar to be grammatical construction, not atomic syntactic
units or rules that combine these syntactic units. Based on it, the grammar of a language is formed
from a group of families of constructions. In this approach, every linguistic construction is a symbolic
unit that consists of two poles of meaning and form (Langacker, 1991).

Among the constructions that have recently received attention in the analyses of cognitive
linguists are constructions of coordination and ellipsis, and in this article, an attempt is made to
examine the mentioned constructions in the Persian language.

Coordination construction usually is divided into two clauses, the constituent coordination and
non-constituent coordination where the coordinated elements look like fragments of phrasal
constituents and ellipsis constructions are formal patterns in which certain syntactic structure that is
expressed to convey the intended content is omitted.

As the aim of this article is to examine the coordination and ellipsis constructions in Persian, the
current research seeks to find answers to the following questions:

1. Can the ellipsis construction in constituent and non-constituent coordination be explained in the
framework of Cognitive Grammar?

2. How is the accentual reduction in coordination analyzed in the context of Cognitive Grammar?

3. What is the role of differential and anti-differential and their position in the constructions?

2. A brief note of previous works

Among the first constructions that were investigated in cognitive grammar were the constructions
containing the conjunction let alone, which were analyzed in full detail by Fillmore and his colleagues
(1999) and it was found that these constructions have their own specific syntactic, semantic and
pragmatic features that cannot be explained by the general rules of language.Among the other
noteworthy researches followed Fillmore and his colleagues some studies like Goldberg (1995), and
Michaelis and Lambrecht (1996) and also, studies on syntactic structures with special pragmatic
functions by Prince (1978), Birner and Ward (1998) as well as studies on syntactic structures with
specific semantic readings by Wierzbicka (1980, 1982, 1987, 1988) can be mentioned.The result of
these researches was that syntactic structures should be considered as unique linguistic constructions,

each of which, regardless of the words used in their structure, can convey a special meaning to the
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addressee or have a special discourse application. Langacker (2012) investigates the ellipsis of
coordinations in English and comes to the conclusion that non-constituentcoordinations are analyzed
in the context of other types of clause and group ellipsis, which similar to the ellipsis includes
reducing the prominence of non-focal elements.

In Persian there has not been any research on reduction and ellipsis in both constituent and non-
constituent constructionsfrom the view point of cognitive construction grammar. Yousefvand et al.
(1400) have studied the coordination ellipsis and syntactic gap from the perspective of cognitive
construction grammar. The results showed that despite the differences between Persian and English,
the Persian language data can be explained in the framework of this theory.

3. Theoretical framework
Coordination is a complex topic that poses serious descriptive and theoretical challenges (Gleitman
1965; Smith 1969; Hudson 1988, 1989). In particular it is inherently problematic for a view of
grammar based on rigid, well-behaved constituency hierarchies. For example the sentence (Ann came
with, and Bob without, a date)cannot be analyzed as constituents on independent grounds, nor are
they precisely parallel. Though still complex and challenging, coordination is at least not inherently
problematic from the standpoint of cognitive grammar. On this view, it is believed that when two
coordination constructions are combined, the elements in the second one, which have a conceptual
overlap with their counterparts in the first one, are either undergone accentual reduction or
completely deleted from the second coordination and will not have a phonetic representation, instead
those elements, words and constructions that do not have conceptual overlap in the second
coordination with a construction in the first coordination will have more focus. Existing focus
belongs to the construction of information structure: full focus is generally reserved for elements that
appear for the first time in the second coordination. Since they maintain full focus, these elements -
informational focus - are also focused suprasegmentally and find more focus prominence than their
surroundings. By considering example (1), the above mentioned content becomes clear to some
extent. As can be seen, in this example, only the phrase "asheghane" is focused in the second clause,
because the pronoun "ou" is the same as "Ali" in the first clause, and the phrase "dusesh dare" is
exactly repeated. Therefore, both of them undergo an accentual reduction.
1. Ali Mina rodus dare. Ouasheghanedus-e-shdar-e.

Ali Loves Mina. He loves her romantically.

The figure related to sentence (1) is shown in (fig. 1). It should be noted that the box labeled "A"
shown in window i+1 represents the phrase "romantic" which highlights the concept of "loving".
Therefore, since this phrase appears for the first time in the second window and does not have a
conceptual overlap with any phrase in the previous attention window or frame, it makes a
differentiator, in other words, it is another information focus. The graph directly shows that this is
the only conceptual element in window i+1 that is not included in window i. As mentioned earlier,

overlapping elements do not need to be fully described in the second clause as in the first clause.
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Therefore, as can be seen, the content of (A) distinguishes "Ali" from the pronoun "ou" and the

content of (M) "Mina" from the pronoun "-sh".
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Figure 1. Accentual reduction in non-focused elements

4. Research methodology

The present research is based on the descriptive-analytical method, and since the process of ellipsis
is widely used in both the written and spoken forms of the Persian language, the corpus under
investigation will include both types. For this purpose, after selecting a series of sentences by the
authors to check whether they are well-formed or bad-formed, the studied sentences were randomly
exposed to 30 linguistics students. The intuition of the authors of the research was also considered.
After collecting the data, they were analyzed based on Cognitive Grammar.

5. Conclusion

The results show that the data are analyzed in the context of other sorts of clausal reduction, including
the accentual reduction of unfocused elements as well as ellipsis, where overlapping content is left
unexpressed. An important notion is the differential i.e. the content appearing in one clausal window
that does not appear in the prior window. An important factor about ellipsis constructions is that an
expression that is not itself a clause nonetheless receives a clause-like interpretation by analogy to
one that is. As a result, the elements in the second coordination, which have a conceptual overlap
with their counterparts in the first coordination, are completely removed from the second
coordination and do not have a phonetic representation. The results, also, show that the placement of
the differential, when it interrupts the baseline clause, is important. So, It can easily say that the

differential directly follows the anti-differential.
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2, W. Chafe
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L. coreference
2, strict conceptual identity
3, object nominal
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