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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to study the conceptualizations of artificial intelligence based on Extended
Conceptual Metaphor Theory (ECMT) in a small corpus of news texts published in Persian digital media.
To this end, three digital news outlets of the past ten years were selected considering the research goals and
popularity criteria. One news text was selected for each year. Next, artificial intelligence conceptualizations
were systematically extracted following the Metaphor Identification Procedure (MIP). The data were
qualitatively analyzed based on the theoretical framework for source domains, cognitive processes, and
interacting contextual factors. Source domains were quantitatively analyzed using frequency and frequency
percentages. The findings revealed that cognitive processes are involved in the emergence of the metaphors
including conceptual compression and restriction, metonymy and blending at various levels of schematic
hierarchy. This study highlighted the role of the dynamic interaction between context and cognitive
processes. It also proposed the contextual-conceptual entanglement hypothesis to explain and study the role
of the reciprocal interaction of different contextual factors and cognitive processes throughout the
emergence of conceptual metaphors. Given the small sample size and qualitative nature of the study, further
investigation of the proposed hypothesis, replication of this study with larger samples adopting quantitative
approaches were suggested for future research. Moreover, more attention to contextual factors and
conceptualizations in language use for science and technology policy-making, journalism and technical
writing was suggested.
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