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Abstract This study aims to identify the magazines and publishers influencing
the introduction and translation of American fiction from the beginning to the
late 1960s. First, the list of short stories and novels translated during the period
under study was extracted from the bibliographies and other related resources
and the bibliography of American novels and short stories translated into
Persian from the beginning to the end of 1970 was compiled. Then, given the
information in the compiled bibliography, those publishers that had a
significant role in introducing American works to Iranians as well as in the
flourishing of the translation of these works in the 1950s and the 1960s, were
identified. The results suggest that the translation of American stories began
piecemeal in the 1920s through institutions such as Khavar and Beryani
Shabestari and flourished from the late 1940s to the 1960s with the
establishment of institutions such as Ibn-e Sina, Amirkabir, Keyhan and
particularly, Franklin Book Program.

Keywords: Bibliography of American Fiction; Khavar Institute; Franklin Book
Program; Sukhan Magazine

1. Introduction
xtensive research has been conducted on the history of European translations
in lran, particularly concerning the Qajar period. However, the translation
E history of American literature, which largely falls within the Pahlavi era,
remains an under-researched domain. This research endeavors to address this
gap by presenting a bibliography of the earliest translations of American fiction up
to the end of the 1960s, alongside an identification of influential journals and
publishers involved in the introduction and translation of American narrative works.
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This bibliography, moreover, offers a cohesive dataset for scholars in historical and
linguistic translation studies, including those interested in examining the reception
of American authors or the linguistic characteristics of their translated works across
various periods or over the specified fifty-year span. It is noteworthy that while the
comprehensiveness of this bibliography regarding the total number of works is not
claimed, the information provided for each entry has been meticulously recorded
based on the author's direct consultation of the original texts.

2. Method

This study constitutes is a historical investigation. It endeavors to identify publishers
significantly impacting on the introduction translation of American literature from
the early 1920s to the late 1960s in Iran. The initial phase involved a comprehensive
examination of extant printed and digital journals, bibliographies, and reference
works. To this end, databases such as Noor Digital Library, the Database of National
Library and Archives of IRIB, Noormags, Magiran, and the Comprehensive Website
of Humanities were consulted. A preliminary inventory of translated fiction from
this period was compiled. Subsequently, the original works were scrutinized,
observed data meticulously recorded, and the definitive bibliography finalized. The
subsequent stage involved analyzing publisher-related data within the compiled
bibliography to identify influential entities. An examination of primary and
secondary historical sources pertaining to these publishers elucidated their pivotal
role in introducing American literature and fostering its translation during the 1950s
and 1960s. It is noteworthy that, given the central focus of this research is on
American fiction—specifically short stories and novels—works such as Maurice
Hennequin's American comedy Mon Bébé, translated and published in 1923, or plays
by Tennessee Williams, and biographies by Irving Stone were excluded.

3. Results

Our study revealed the significant influence of several journals and publishers in the
introduction and dissemination of translated works in Iran, including the Khavar
(Shargh) Institute, Beryani Shabestari Publications, Sokhan Magazin, Amirkabir
Publications, and the Franklin Institute, among others. A concise overview of some
of these influential entities follows.

Khavar (Shargh) Institute

The pioneering translations of American literary works can be attributed to the
journals Afsaneh and Shargh, both published by the Khavar Institute. Established in
1923 by Mohammad Ramezani with personal capital, the institute functioned for
nine years as a comprehensive entity encompassing a library, journal, bindery,
printing house, and paper merchant (Ramezani, 1928). In 1924, the institute launched
the journal Shargh, which experienced a two-year hiatus between its first and second
issues. The second issue was released in 1926, and a total of fourteen volumes of this
journal were ultimately published.
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Beryani Shabestari Publications

Following the Khavar Institute, Beryani Shabestari Publications emerged as another
key player in the publication of translated American works. This establishment was
a progenitor of fantasy and detective fiction publishing in Iran, commencing its
operations with weekly serialized narratives and thrilling adventures in sixteen-page
booklets, which became known as book series. Beryani Shabestari consistently
prioritized two principles: affordability of books and the compelling nature of
stories, which primarily appealed to the young audience (Moradi, 2015). According
to Davaei (2012), this institute remained active until the mid-1950s.

Sokhan Magazine

Sokhan Magazin stands as one of the most pivotal periodicals that significantly
contributed to the introduction of American literature through the publication of
translated works by American authors. Sokhan effectively bridged the divide
between Iranians and contemporary foreign literature. Initially, the magazin
predominantly featured French literature; however, this trend gradually receded,
giving way to other literary domains such as North American, German-language,
and Latin American literatures.

Amirkabir Publications

The Amirkabir Publications commenced its operations in 1949. One of its key
initiatives was to establish connections with foreign publishers and distribution
centers to make international books more accessible and affordable for individuals
proficient in foreign languages. Amirkabir did not possess a specific or
predetermined program for the translation and publication of foreign literary works;
rather, it acquired and published any significant book that came to its attention.

Franklin Institute

The Franklin Institute was founded in 1952 with the aim of translating and publishing
American books into the languages of other nations, particularly those in the
developing world. These books were either published in America or were about
America. The Franklin Institute in Tehran played the most substantial role in
introducing American literature to Iranians. The operational procedure at Franklin
involved securing translation rights, commissioning translations to translators, and
subsequently entrusting the texts to editors for edition, while other publishers
handled the actual book production. The translation language at Franklin was
predominantly American English, although the institute later incorporated works
translated from other languages into its publishing program. The sheer number of
Franklin's translators and editors alone underscores the extensive shift in translation
language from French to English in Iran during the post-World War 11 era.
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4. Discussion and conclusion

Insights from the earliest translated works into Persian indicate that English served
as the primary source language during the Qajar period, exemplified by the absence
of French interpreters when Bonaparte dispatched a letter in French to the court of
Fath-Ali Shah (Mahboubi Ardakani, 1991). However, two pivotal factors
subsequently fostered a deepened engagement between Iran and France: firstly, the
arrival of French military advisors tasked with training the armed forces, and
secondly, the Iranian government's deliberate policy of disengagement from the
British colonial power. Consequently, these cultural convergences elevated French
to the preeminent source language for translation within Iran (Azarang, 2016). Yet,
the post-World War 1l epoch witnessed a significant paradigm shift in external
influences. During this period, both American and Russian ascendancy in Iran
intensified; initially, Russian political and literary sway became pronounced.
Nevertheless, following the 1953 coup d'état in Iran, American hegemony solidified,
resulting in the prolific translation of American authors into Persian (Balaei, 2007).
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