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Abstract

Mowlana Khalid Nagshbandi (1193-1243 AH), recognized as
the founder of the Nagshbandi Sufi order in Kurdistan, was a
Kurdish poet and scholar who produced a collection of Persian
letters and writings. This article explores the relationship
between the discourse of power and Mowlana Khalid’s choice
of the Persian language, as well as his use of Hafez’s poetry in
his letters, based on Michel Foucault’s theory of power,
knowledge, and truth. The study demonstrates that Mowlana
Khalid’s adherence to the Nagshbandi order not only shaped
his spiritual beliefs but also positioned him within a discursive
system in which Persian was promoted as the primary language
of Sufism and mysticism. By aligning with this discursive
framework, Mowlana Khalid adopted the linguistic and literary
conventions of his historical period, modeling his style on the
works of prominent Sufi poets and writers. The article argues
that, within this discourse, Mowlana Khalid consistently
referenced to the symbolic and ritualistic elements present in
Persian literature, particularly Hafez’s poetry, to convey the
teachings of the Nagshbandi order to his audience.
Consequently, his writings frequently draw upon the codes and
motifs of Sufi and Persian literary traditions.
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