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Abstract

Words in a text are the first bridge to connect with the audience. Through
the sounds, structural features, and the meanings they convey, Words create
the formal characteristics of a text. In symbolic love poetry, symbols
represent themes of romance and sentimentality. The role of words in the
creation of poetry is a concern that literary critics have always raised before
diving into the principles governing poetry. Sometimes, words are not used
in their conventional meanings; they derive a different meaning based on
other words. Occasionally, words are used symbolically in literary texts and
do not necessarily direct the audience's mind toward a specific meaning. In
literary texts, reaching the heart of the matter involves taking into account
the various elements and characteristics of the text. In this research, three
stories including "Sheikh San'an" from the Conference of the Birds, "The
King and the Maiden" from the Masnavi, and "Salaman and Absal" by Jami
were selected. The key words used in these lyrical poems were examined
through studying library sources. The most important finding of this
research is that not are the refinement of the language of a text and its
beauty important, but the better transmission of intuitive and spiritual
concepts owes the romantic and literary features of the text.
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1. Introduction

The most important part of a text structure is its vocabulary. Each word in
poetry occupies its own space; moving it around is impossible, and any
change in the established and evolving system of discourse is like
tampering with the entire poem. This research analyzes the lyrical
vocabulary in mystical love narratives.

2. Methodology

In this research, three symbolic lyrical works have been chosen to be
analyzed in terms of vocabulary. These works are Sheikh San'an (Simaan)
by Attar, The King and the Maid by Rumi, and Salaman and Absal by Jami.
Using library sources, the selected works were studied, and linguistic
features were extracted from each. Then, based on similarities and the
accepted principles in the field of lyrical language and its components, a
relative model was developed to determine the characteristics of lyrical
language in symbolic romantic epics through the vocabulary.

3. Results and discussion
The vocabulary that is frequently used in the studied lyrical works includes:

a) Specific descriptions of the beloved and names of body parts: The
words in this group include darling, idol, beauty, mole, curl, lip, tooth, eye,
eyebrow, and so on, which undoubtedly leads the text towards beauty and
creates an enchanting atmosphere. In the story of Salaman and Absal, more
than 7% of these words are used, mostly to describe the physical beauties
of Salaman and Absal in their literal sense. In more than 12% of the story
of Sheikh San'an, these words are employed as well, again in their literal
meanings. In the story of the king and the maid in the Masnavi, only 1.8%
of the verses contain such words, as Rumi did not elaborate much the
beauty and charm of the maid. In the story of Sheikh San'an, the Christian
girl is also restless.

b) Analysis of the inner meanings of the descriptive words for the
beloved: The word "idol" has extensively used in the mystical literature,
and mystics have taken this word and its synonyms, such as "statue”, as
symbols for a variety of concepts.



c¢) Elements of nature: The vocabulary related to the elements of nature
consists of three categories of words which include the sky and its related
phenomena, flowers, plants and animals, and natural phenomena such as
rain, sea, and meadows.

4. Conclusion

The most significant finding of this research is that, in mystical poetry, the true
meaning of lyrical words is often prioritized, while the symbolic meaning that
interacts with mystical concepts has less significance. This group of words
includes a) elements of feasting; that is, words directly related to the gatherings
and joyful occasions of the characters in the stories, which play a primary role
in enhancing the lyrical quality of the works, b) specific descriptions of the
beloved and names of body parts, which steer the text toward beauty and create
a lyrical atmosphere, but many of them like idol and veiling carry inner,
symbolic meanings, and c) elements of nature, which, in the mystical
compositions of this research, often have symbolic meanings, such as sky,
moon, sun, and sea. In these works, such words cannot be random or merely a
result of the poet's ability to create poetic images. Rather, the mystical poet is
primarily focused on conveying spiritual perceptions to the audience to
elucidate the concepts. These symbols can complicate the language at times;
however, the inherent ambiguity of images in mystical tales are more noticeable
with these smaller symbols. This is while poets have engaged in unraveling
larger symbols that untangle the complexity in the realm of smaller symbols.
Names of animals also have a role in three areas of mystical poetry, including:

- Lyrical imagery featuring animals like deer, gazelles, blackbucks, and
nightingales.

- Educational or allegorical imagery: Here, the unique traits of animals are
used to convey concepts; the poet takes one innate and instinctual characteristic
of an animal and uses it as a metaphor.

- Nature description: In some verses, animals are described like other
elements of nature. These words do not directly symbolize mystical concepts,
but they do serve to advance such themes.

- Description of phenomena in symbolic form: In many cases, a careful
analysis of the verses and decoding of the overall symbolic stories reveals that
the various words in this group, in addition to their literal meaning, also carry a
symbolic significance. It is exemplified with words like sea, rain, fire, and
island.
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Thus, sometimes rich vocabulary in symbolic compositions plays a role in
enhancing the lyrical aspect of works, and it can evoke a symbolic meaning
within the realm of mystical terminology. Moreover, judging such words can
only be achieved by carefully examining their semantic fields, understanding
the context, and their interaction with other words in the verse. Bearing this in
mind, analyzing the language of these works from the perspective of vocabulary
certainly calls for a broader view of the works. Love and related vocabulary can
also be analyzed based on their wide application in human, virtual, and divine
affectionate relationships. This occurs in a way that earthly beloveds in their
true meaning and the exalted spiritual beloveds connect with their mystical
aspect. Evaluating the function of words in conveying the lyrical or mystical
meaning in each verse can certainly be accomplished by considering the
coexistence of each word with other words in the verse. For this reason,
symbolic vocabulary in mysticism holds a precarious and unstable position.
Therefore, words alone can never fully express the literary type of a work; if
words with a lyrical attribute are mentioned in this research, it is based on their
high frequency in the examined lyrical works. Analyzing the verses and images
through the vocabulary clarifies that not only the refinement of the text language
and its beauty but also the better transfer of intuitive and spiritual concepts is
owed to their passionate literary language.
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