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Abstract

Tragedy is a catastrophe whose side effects are irreparable. Therefore, its
criticism for social awareness and the prevention of its reoccurrence are of
paramount importance. In this regard, this essay deals with the tragedy in
Bozorg Alavi’s novel Her Eyes using a descriptive-analytical method based
on Sigmund Freud’s Psychology in order to respond to the whys and
manners of tragic events in this novel. Based on the significant attitudes of
Freud, the issues discussed are ego, superego and id such as trauma,
suppression, transition, repression, neurosis and marker actions. The results
of the study show that the behavior of Farangis and Makan seem to be
marker actions and haphazard. It represents an intensified trauma which
gives rise to their hysteric behavior which signifies impulses of repression.
Unconscious destruction from the viewpoint of Farangis leads to the
tragedy of Makan’s life and turns him to a gender murderer. In this novel,
rebuilding of both fantasy and unreal worlds are represented, i.e., the world
of politics and fighting and the world of art. The archetype of the world of
politics is Makan, and the best artistic creation is the portrait of her eyes. In
the deep structure (unconscious) of the narrative, these two are the causes
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of the tragedy in life. This is because the world of Makan is politics and
power with instruments such as painting. However, the world of Farangis
is love, which has been marginalized by the politicized society.

Keywords: Bozorg Alavi, The novel Her Eyes, Psychanalysis, Freud,
Criticism of tragedy.

1. Introduction

Tragedy means difficulty and sorrow, catastrophe and calamity (Dehkhoda,
1988). It is considered an event where, despite the effort to compensate for
the complications, nothing can be restored (Tabrizi, 2013). Therefore,
criticism of such catastrophe and calamity so as to be aware of it and
prevent it from happening again in contemporary novels depicts a moment
in the history of our country. Also, to fix and improve the social, political,
and human situation is considered necessary. In line with such needs, we
have criticized the tragedy in the novel Her Eyes by Bozorg Alavi based on
the psychoanalysis of Sigmund Freud.

2. Methodology

Our method in this research is descriptive-analytical based on Freud's
theory of psychoanalysis. We analyze the text and compare it with Freud's
key views and terms. The text of the novel Her Eyes is criticized and reread
according to the main points of Freud's psychoanalysis.

3. Results and discussion

Human personality is a dynamic organization of psycho-physical
components that determines one’s specific behaviors and thoughts (Abedin,
2011). Based on Freud's theory of personality structure, it consists of three
parts: Id, Ego, and Superego. In ego analysis, the only thing that can help
us is situation of conflict and commotion. This is a situation with the
possibility that contents of unconscious Id may force their way into ego and
conscious mind, and ego may once again defend itself against this attack.
(Ibid) In the novel Her Eyes, the ego of characters such as Makan, a school
director and even a narrator, is in line with the ruling order. Ego controls



the narrator’s mind in the beginning and then commands Makan and the
school director. Unconsciously, these characters aim to disrupt the existing
order (political duty). Of course, unconscious and superego pressure
sometimes becomes so intense that it leaves Makan and the school director
with no choice but to surrender:

"He answered me with such gentleness and sweetness that | had to tame
whether | wanted to or not.” (Ibid. 37)
The biggest psychological wound of Makan and the school director's
character is that their unconscious flow talways remains unfinished and
psychotherapy does not take place. Of course, "certain neuroses that occur
after the occurrence of trauma (unfortunate event) have a hysterical nature”
(Freud, Theory of Psychoanalysis, 2021: 50). Is Farangis coming to see the
painting of her eyes, with all masks she puts on her face, something other
than her being hysterical? Or when Master Makan starts to create painting
of her eyes and inevitably replaces it with a decision that should have been
made on time. However, what is important and what makes the structure of
the novel stand out is that the novel takes on a political structure, something
that has been interpreted as a change in the synthesis of instincts. In the
novel Her Eyes, Farangis’s love is continuously reduced to sensual instinct.
The school director sometimes considers her a mischief maker and
sometimes a lecher. Against this concept, she considers politics and
struggle as a sign of Makan's magnanimity and philanthropy. However,
according to Freud's psychoanalysis, civilization and culture are the altar of
human instincts. Of course, repression occurs more often in the civilized
world, and one of the ways of revealing and converging repressed desires
is to make a symbol. The political world which Makan and the school
director symbolize tells about its repressive characteristics; it is a repression
that makes everything and everyone same color and shape. It seems that we
are facing the issue of transfer in the novel Her Eyes. The meaning of
transfer here is that Makan's behavior with Farangis and sacrificing her for
his political struggle is due to the lack of trust he may have had in women
of his childhood or youth. This transfer happens in a part of the story for
both Farangis and Makan. The cultural atmosphere sometimes blocks the
way to knowledge so much that such characters also make big mistakes:
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"See, our misfortune lies in the fact that we did not know each other until
we were close together, and he did not know me at all. These eyes show
that he never understood my soul.” (Ibid. 187)

In general, the novel Her Eyes creates two forms of fantasy and unreal
world. First, it forms a world of politics and struggle, where everything,
even most valuable concepts, are measured and find a place. Second, there
is aworld of art, whose best character is Makan and the best artistic creation
Is the painting of Her Eyes. Freud believes that, "If a person who is engaged
with facts possesses artistic talent, he transforms his phantasy into artistic
creations instead of morbid phenomena, and he avoids succumbing to
neurotic diseases and regains contact with the truth by an indirect method".
(Freud, Theory of Psychoanalysis, 2021: 80). This idea has a clear
expression in Master Makan. The main problem between characters like
Farangis and Master Makan is in the world in which each one thinks and
behaves; Makan's world is the world of politics and power with tools such
as painting, and the world of Farangis is a world of love, which seems to
have no tools. In the contemporary world, she seems disarmed by the
politicized society.

4. Conclusion

Thinking in two different worlds of politics and love creates the main
problem between characters such as Farangis and Master Makan and causes
them to suffer mental crises that are manifested in the unconscious retreats
of these two different worlds. Of course, such mental crises have more
depth in terms of psychoanalysis; in addition to the unconsciousness of
Makan and Farangis, it is also rooted in the conditions governing their
surrounding environment, which causes a disturbance in their ego and an
imbalance between their Id and superego. In general, the deep structure of
the novel indicates the strong presence of repression against the principle
of pleasure. Although Makan is able to control the principle of pleasure
with his strong conscious mind and attention to the external reality, he
submits to punishment. But Farangis has no intention to ruin the principle
of pleasure; therefore, she becomes a comrade of Master Makan.
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