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Abstract

Indian concept of ‘tolerance’ has been represented in various forms in the
poetry of the Safavid period. The land of India is the cradle of culture and
civilization, and the invention of a divine religion by Akbar Shah shows the
readiness of the Indian society for religious pluralism. On the other hand,
the strong presence of the standard-bearers of Islamic-Iranian mysticism
and Sufism, who, in different ages, found India safe for the dissemination
of their ideas, prepared the Persian culture for the complete reception of
these ideas. Therefore, pictorial poets like Saeb Tabrizi in this space opened
the way for the spreading of Indian ideas in the poetry of the Safavid period.
With a descriptive-analytical method, the present study aims to investigate
the various aspects of Saeb's thoughts and his imagery methods and show
the influence of Indian teachings in compiling the tolerating thoughts of
Saeb Tabrizi. The results of the research indicate that Saeb Tabrizi
introduced total peace, uniformity, tolerance against slander, openness,
unexpected forgiveness, error concealment, and benevolence as the
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manifestations of tolerance; he considers these tokens as a means of
achieving human comfort.

Keywords: Saeb Tabrizi, Tolerant thoughts, Indian culture, Divine poems.

1. Introduction

Although various issues are involved in the formation of Indian literary
style, what is important for us is the influence of Indian thoughts on the
Persian poetry. This poetry has been a speaker of moral themes in all ages.
In Indian style, especially the poetry of Saeb Tabrizi, moral themes have
been repeated with great frequency. Since one of the variables of this poetic
period was the travel and residence of poets in Indian cities, many Indian
words, images and concepts were introduced into Persian texts and made
popular. This study investigates the relationship of Saeb's poetry and Indian
concepts. The choice of the Indian culture was based on the texts translated
from Sanskrit to Persian, which had already been done a Saeb’s time. Thus,
there is no need to prove his familiarity with Indian circles, because the
translated texts were available in the court of the kings through Zafar Khan.
The ruler of Kashmir was known as "Shah Jahan", the Gorgani king of
India. The significance of Saeb's metaphors is his images and concepts that
are similar to those in Indian texts such as Bhagudgita, Sir Akbar and Jog
Besht.

Saeb’s and these texts were compiled in the multicultural world of
Gurkanians. The purpose of creating this culture was the grand policy of
the Timurian Gurkani court in order to create a cosmopolitanism based on
the ideology that all humans belong to a single society and common
morality. On this basis, Akbar Shah defined a divine religion by relying on
the divine songs that contain the concept of total peace and the issue of why
the truth should be limited to one religion, which is rooted in both Iranian
beliefs and Indian religions. Saeb Tabrizi is a poet whose poetry is closely
related to the Indian style and is very much influenced by the intellectual
and cultural atmosphere of India. He lived in India for seven years and was
undoubtedly influenced by the manifestations of the Indian culture and
literature. His poems, as acknowledged by Indian researchers, have always
been favored and loved by Hindus due to their many connections with the



Indian culture and literature. Therefore, the reflection of the Indian culture
in his poetry is very natural. In this article, the authors aim to analyze the
influence of the tolerant thoughts of that period as well as a part of the
Indian culture on Saeb's poetry, and to show the components of tolerant
thinking in his poems.

2. Methodology

This research is based on a descriptive-analytical method implemented with
library studies. It seeks to examine the effect of the Indian environment on
the formation of tolerance thoughts in the poetry of Saeb Tabrizi.

3. Results and discussion

The idea of tolerance is rooted in both Iranian and Indian thoughts, and
social conditions have caused a focus on this concept. This provides the
context for the dialogue of the two cultures in Darashkowe's texts. What is
important in this study is to evaluate Saeb's literary ability to portray the
tolerance concept. Undoubtedly, Saeb, as the best Iranian poet who adopted
the Indian style, seeks to create abstract images as much as possible. More
than anything else, he skill lies in visualizing precise meanings and
expressing subtle thoughts with words. His importance in Indian style is
mostly due to his imagery and metaphorical expressions. Thus, the thoughts
of tolerance and total peace in Saeb's poems have made him show the best
behavior and gentleness even in the face of criticism and slander by his
enemies, resulting in regret for the enemy and non-tolerating people.
According to him, tolerant behavior provides grounds for equalization,
makes the individual consider others as himself, see everyone with the same
eye, and make no discrimination among people.

4. Conclusion

In Saeb's opinion, tolerance for stingy people and their prickly tongues,
which is a manifestation of tolerance, brings the enemy to humility. Saeb
advises to cover up mistakes in order to be safe and save the life of others,
which is considered a form of tolerance in face with people. Based on
Indian divine poems, in order to prevent people from disintegrating, he
recommends benevolence to others and warns against the malice of them.
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Treating people in a tolerant manner through the mentioned cases leads to
peace and comfort for the individual and the society.
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