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Abstract

Nowadays, satirists claim that their works are based on life realities and
human needs. In order to attract people, as their real audience, and influence
them with their words, satirists have to use a type of language which is close
to the popular spoken language. As commonly believed, using a spoken
language together with the standard version of that language in a poem
results in an artistic composite of contrasts, thus creating satire. Spoken
language is characterized with certain factors and features based on which
the present study examines the satirical poems of four contemporary
authors including Taghi Danesh, Gholamreza Rouhani, Mohammad Ali
Afrashteh, and Abulghasem Halat. The study first describes spoken
language and then refers to its application in the Persian poetry. This is
followed by a brief introduction of those four poets and a detailed analysis
of the satirical elements of the spoken Persian used in their poems. These
elements include words and phrases, syntactic features, slang proverbs,
colloquial ironies, funny informal expressions, and satirical folk names. As
the analyses and comparisons indicated, the four poets have benefited from
all the mentioned satirical elements so as to create humor. Regarding the
frequency of those elements of humor, there is no considerable difference
among the poets.
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1. Introduction

Spoken language is a phenomenon versus written language. It is sometimes
referred to as articulated, natural, oral, colloquial, everyday, vernacular,
conversational, familiar, informal or dialectal language. This language
version involves the three major factors of speaker, listener and subject
matter. In other words, there is no listener if there is no speaker, and there
IS no speaker if there is no subject to address. Most of the sources in this
field consider the speech in Tehran representative of the Persian spoken
language. This is the very version of the Persian language used in common
verbal communications to get in contact with others and to meet the needs
of life. Since most satirical poets have been attentive of this particular
function of language, the present study seeks to identify and analyze the
cases of spoken language in the poetry of some of those poets.

2. Methodology

This study is a basic type of research conducted through a descriptive-
analytical method and library work. In the first stage, the required sources
were searched for and identified. Then, based on the study design, the
satirical poems of the four selected poets were examined, and some pieces
of evidence for the research topic were extracted from the examined
materials and noted down on cards. Next, the cards were classified, and the
data noted on them were used to conceptualize the tenets of the study.

3. Results and discussion

The poets who write satirical materials create humor by combining the written
and spoken forms of a language. The use of spoken language results in stronger
effect on the audience, intimacy between the poet and his audience, and a
humorous contrast between the language version used and its written form. In
this research, the spoken language elements that account for the humor in poetry
are of six classes including curtailed words, dialectal words, uncommon words,
tabooed words, curses and cuss words, altered words, words of exaggeration,
mispronounced and misspelled words. The humor in poems is also created
through the use of certain syntactic elements including repetitions, emphatic
structures, catch phrases, elliptical structures. The other features that add humor
to poems are commonplace proverbs, informal ironical statements, vernacular



idioms, and humorous names. All these cases were sought for, analyzed and
compared in the poetic works of Taghi Danesh, Gholamreza Rouhani,
Mohammad Ali Afrashteh, and Abulghasem Halat.

4. Conclusion

Humor is generally the result of perceiving a lack of harmony. Verbal
humor is the product of a mismatch between what is expected or known
already and what is seen or heard. This type of humor can be devised,
among all other ways, through using written language mingled with
informal language. Such a contrast is considered as a style of language use.
The features accounting for the humorous flavor in a piece of language are
a) lexical items including curtailed words, dialectal words, uncommon
words, tabooed words, curses and cuss words, altered words, words of
exaggeration, and mispronounced words, b) syntactic features including
redundancies, emphases, catch phrases, and ellipses, c¢) informal proverbs,
d) colloquial ironies, e) funny vernacular idioms, and f) humorous names
of common people .

This research indicated that the studied eminent satirical poets, namely
Danesh, Rouhani, Afrashteh and Halat, have benefited from the stylistically
significant mingle of formal and informal Persian versions to build up
intimacy with their audience, thus sounding more effective. Of course,
there are some differences among those points in terms of language
application. For example, due to his focus on food issues, Danesh makes a
wider use of colloquial proverbs and cooking-related vocabulary. Of the
four poets, Afrashteh has considerably used Gilaki dialect, which is due to
his being from Gilan. Also, Halat is different from the others due to his
different fabrication of uncommon words, being more polite when using
tabooed words, and making emphases with conjunctions.
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