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Abstract

Writing articles is a common and valid way of expanding new findings in
various scientific fields. The role of scholarly articles in dissemination of
information and expansion of knowledge is undeniable. In this case, the
structure of articles is a criterion for the evaluation of those texts. The
pathology of the structural dimension of the articles with the aim of
reducing the possible defects and improving the quality of the journals in
which they are published can be done in various ways, and the meta-textual
elements of article titles are believed to play an important role in this regard.
In addition to functions such as giving identity to the article, attracting the
potential audience, and making the article memorable, the title plays an
important role in the easy search and finding of the article on the Internet.
Therefore, the challenges existing in finding appropriate titles from both
structural and content perspectives can make it difficult to easily access
articles on the Internet search engines and ultimately might lead to the
anonymity of the work. The present research is of a survey-analytical type,
and the corpus includes scholarly articles in the three magazines of Gohar
Goya, Mystical Literature, and Mytho-Mystic Literature. The required data
were collected through note-taking from library sources.
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1. Introduction

A critical approach to the structural and content-related dimensions of the
scholarly articles extracted from scientific and academic sources, with the
aim of removing possible flaws and improving the scientific aspects of
articles, can lead to the qualitative growth of journals in which those articles
are published. One of the main elements for evaluating scholarly articles
from the structural perspective is the title. The choice of an appropriate and
expressive title in a scientific work is not haphazard; rather, it is devised
and revised successively in the research process based on the author’s
goals. The significance of titles for evaluating the scientific level of articles
is no less than the other equally important sections of articles such as
discussion or conclusion.

The titles of the articles in mystical literature journals can be
investigated to identify the criteria used in devising those titles. Concerning
the gap in the literature and the lack of research on the methods used to
devise the titles in published scholarly articles, the present study seeks to
identify the problems, defects, and challenges in devising the titles of such
articles. To this end, the authors evaluate and analyze the existing titles to
answer the research question ‘what are the noticeable problems and
challenges in the selection of titles in the scholarly articles published in
mystical literature journals?’

2. Methodology
The current study is an analytical survey, and the corpus used includes the
articles published in the following three mystical literature journals:

- Mystical Literature Research Journal with 344 articles in 24 volumes
and 44 issues from 2016 to 2019

- Mystical Literature Journal with 134 articles in 12 volumes and 22
issues from 2008 to 2019

- Journal of Myth-Mystic Literature for the Islamic Azad University,
South Tehran Branch, with 525 articles in 16 periods and 61 issues from
2004 to 2019

The method used for the data collection was note-taking from library
sources. The authors extracted the data related to the titles of articles, the
year of publication, and the name of the journal in which they were



published. From among 1003 titles available within the specified years of
publication in the archives of the three aforementioned journals, 310 titles
were randomly selected and analyzed from the perspectives of problems
and defects related to structure and content. The data analysis was mainly
descriptive-analytical.

3. Results and discussion

The critical analysis of the titles of the articles published in the three
mystical literature journals in the specified publication dates showed that
the lack of awareness of the important functions of article titles, especially
in the contemporary world, is one of the main problems. The next problem
is the lack of the researchers’ knowledge about the issues addressed in the
articles that militated against findings an appropriate title. Another
challenge is the researchers' main concern with “title creation” rather than
finding expressively appropriate ones that function in line with the content
and goal of the corresponding articles. Still, the other problem that can be
identified is the researchers' lack of required knowledge about the
appropriate use of lexicons or the correct words in the titles. The other
equally important problem is that the titles did not address a problem
because the researchers seemed to be oblivious to the problems that existed
in their respective fields. It was this less-than-ideal state of the researchers'
knowledge about their respective fields that potentially left its trace in the
content and the titles of the articles.

The results of the current study imply that having enough information
on one’s subject of interest, problem-solving skills, and the lexical
repertoire are essential for devising suitable titles for scholarly articles. In
addition, the transformation of passive vocabulary into active words in
writing, creativity gained and flourished via continuous study, accuracy and
precision in written expressions, sensitivity to using proper diction, and
mastery of everyday language subtleties are all considered as the main
requirements for the formation of appropriate titles for the scholarly articles
in scientific and academic journals.
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4. Conclusion

The most noticeable problems and challenges in the titles of the scholarly
articles published in the mystical literature journals regarding structure and
content are as follows:

A. The generality of the titles: One of the consequences of using general
titles for the articles is the readers' confusion and difficulty in finding the
article via Internet search engines and the reduction of its readers' attention
and interest, which can potentially lead to the reduced number of readers.
The negative effect of using general titles can be seen in approximately
8.7% of the scholarly articles published in the three mystical literature
journals.

B. Ambiguity of the titles: Ambiguity in the titles of the scholarly articles
is considered a structure-content problem, which can cause confusion for
the readers in retrieving the articles from the related sites. About 5.5% of
the titles of these articles in the Mystical Literature Journal were
ambiguous.

C. Long titles: The long titles of the scholarly articles lead to ambiguity,
lack of motivation in the readers to continue reading, and lack of favorable
influence and appeal on the attraction and retention of the titles. About
4.5% of the titles of the articles in mystical literature journals had long
titles.

D. Inappropriate lexicons in the titles: Among other structural problems
in the titles of the scholarly articles in mystical journals, some words were
included in the titles that are considered inappropriate words to be used in
the titles of the scholarly articles. About 12.3% of the titles of the articles
in mystical literature journals had inappropriate or poorly chosen lexicons.
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