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Abstract

Today, critique of works in scientific, literary, and academic fields enjoys a prominent position and
can assist decision-makers in selecting suitable textbooks. The book “Al-Fann Al-Qasasi fi Al-
Nathr Al-Arabi Hatta Matla’ al-Qarn al-Khamis al-Hijri” by Rakan Al-Safadi is one of the works
written in the field of classical Arabic narrative literature. This study aims to introduce, critique,
and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of this work, as well as inform the reader about its
content. The authors, using a descriptive—analytical method and established scientific criteria, have
reached the following conclusions: the strengths of this book far outweigh its shortcomings, and if
several minor flaws—which are mostly related to its appearance—are resolved, this book can be
considered an accurate and commendable academic work. In terms of form, features such as the
title, introduction, clear objectives, absence of writing errors, and language are among its strengths.
However, the lack of suitable back cover, lack of a preface, weak layout, inconsistent table of
contents, and absence of images and illustrations are among the weaknesses. In terms of content,
the book possesses numerous strengths, including logical order and coherence of topics, full
compliance with the syllabus, alignment with Islamic culture, adherence to scientific neutrality,
strong analytical ability, and a rich conclusion. However, it also exhibits minor, rectifiable
weaknesses such as the absence of a scholarly background and some seemingly biased claims.
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