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Abstract

Quoting the words of predecessors has been a longstanding tradition in Persian literary works, which are
frequently used by authors in didactic, mystical, and ethical texts. Many of these works contain statements
that either verbatim or in altered forms can be found in other texts. Therefore, identifying the original source
of these statements and determining the references utilized by the authors is an essential task in Persian
literary research. Magalat-e Shams-e Tabrizi is one such text that, although not written by Shams Tabrizi, is
attributed to him. This book includes statements, called "Aphorisms", and according to its editor, several of
these sayings also appear in works such as Kimiya-ye Sa‘ddat and Bahr al-Fava’id. However, studies
indicate that every one of these statements had already been compiled in a Sufi book, i.e. Gozideh dar Akhlaq
va Tasavvuf [An Anthology on Ethics and Sufism], authored by Aba Nasr Taher ibn Mohammad al-
Khanegahi (1995). This suggests that these sayings were deliberately attributed to Shams-e Tabrizi. The
present study proves this claim and analyzes forty-one aphorisms that appear in Gozideh and Magalat-e
Shams in terms of their quality of presence and degree of modifications.

Keywords: Magalat-e Shams, Aphorisms, Gozideh dar Akhlag va Tasavvuf, Abt Nasr Taher ibn
Mohammad al-Khaneqahi.

Introduction

The existing version of Magalat-e Shams-e Tabrizi consists of two volumes. Shams-e Tabrizi was not the
author of this book; rather, his words were written and arranged by others, and later ascribed to him. The
identity of the compilers of "Aphorisms" is not clear; however, given the changes that have occurred in the
form of the original narrations, the attribution of these statements to Shams has been made consciously. The
principal part of Magalat is%omposed of Shams’s impassioned discourses, spoken either in the presence of
his disciples or in response to various questions and controversies. Thus, they are not ascetic. At the
conclusion of the book, there is a brief section called "Aphorisms" by the editor, Movahed (2012). However,
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these sayings have no connection to Shams’s character and differ significantly from his statements in the
main text. Studies indicate that none of the aphorisms attributed to Shams-e Tabrizi in Magalat are his and all
of them were written a century earlier in Gozideh dar Akhlaq va Tasavvuf, authored by Abt Nasr Taher ibn
Mohammad al-Khaneqahi (1995). Comparing the "Aphorisms” in Magalat-e Shams with the original
narrations of, Gozideh dar Akhlag va Tasavvuf confirms our opinion about rejecting the attribution of the
contents of the book of Khangahi to Shams-e Tabrizi and also helps to remove the ambiguity in some of the
sayings and narrations recorded in Magalat-e Shams. This comparison also shows that in all "Aphorisms™ the
names of the narrators of the narrations have been omitted.

Materials and Methods

This study compares the "Aphorisms" section in Magalat-e Shams with the original narratives presented in
Gozideh dar Akhlaq va Tasavvuf. The presence of some alterations and modifications in the form of the
selected narratives supports our argument that the content recorded in the Khaneqahi text should not be
attributed to Shams Tabrizi. Additionally, it clarifies ambiguities in certain statements and narratives
documented in Magalat-e Shams.

Research Findings

A comparison of Gozideh dar Akhlaq va Tasavvuf and the section called "Aphorisms"” at the end of the
second volume of Magalat-e Shams shows that the speaker of "Aphorisms™ is not Shams-e Tabrizz, and all
the statements attributed to Shams in this section were included a century earlier in the form of news and
narrations quoted from the Prophet, saints, religious elders, and Sufi sheiks in the book, Gozideh dar Akhlaq
va Tasavvuf. The compilers of "Aphorisms” have transformed these narrations into statements in the form of
mere news and reports by disrupting the narrative structure of the selected text.

The more important point in rejecting the attribution of "Aphorisms" to Shams-e Tabriz1 is that the order
of the phrases in this section is completely in accordance with the order of the narrations from the book of
excerpts (printed version). A closer examination shows that, except from page 9 to page 130 in one or two
cases, the aphorisms are presented not only in the order of the chapters but also in the order of the pages and
in the order of the narrations on each page in sequence. Even in cases where several narrations from the
excerpt have been merged and recorded in the form of a single narration in the "Aphorisms" section, the
successive narrations are excerpts from the printed version, and only one case was observed contrary to this
procedure.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions
The compilers of the "Aphorisms" section have disrupted the narrative structure of the selected texts, making
them into mere declarative statements and reports. The modifications made to these narratives are as follows:

1. Narrative de-identification by removing individuals, references, and altering vocabulary: The forty-
one narratives included in the "Aphorisms" section originate from narratives in Gozideh, mentioning the
speaker’s name and attribution.

2. Unjustified merging of narratives and production of fabricated and ambiguous texts: Some narratives
in this section have been constructed through the combination of multiple distinct narratives.

3. Deletions that distort the original meaning: Certain narratives from Khaneqahi’s Gozideh are recorded
in the Magqalar with certain words omitted, significant portions of the narrative removed, or sections altered,
along with modifications in the narrative's form of expression.

4. Omissions that disrupt eloquence: In some cases, improper deletions and lexical changes have
disrupted lexical and phonetic harmonies, diminishing the eloquence and syntactic clarity of the recorded
narratives.

5. Conversion of literary narratives into direct exhortations: The compilers of the "Aphorisms" section
have altered declarative sentences from Gozideh into imperative statements, transforming them into
exhortations.
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