Childrens
Literature

Studies

Research Article
Vol 16, Issue 1, Spring - Summer 2025, Ser 31, PP: 161-180

Title: A Critical Discourse Analysis of Children’s Story Books Based on Van
Leeuwen’s Socio-Semantic Framework

Authors: Ramin Golshaie"
Sima Bazmi'!

Abstract: Chiddnn’s iirrruuuwe paays an impornni roee nn shppnrg chd ddddd ddddddrrrr rr r rrrer rr

affecting their values and beliefs. Since every text has its own ideologies, critical analyses of
children's literature can provide researchers with an understanding of the ideologies behind the
texts and their possible effects on forming children's values. One of the cultural institutes
offaaadly nnchrrge of chddden’s rrrrirrure in Irnn is the IrnnnnnlInstttute for the Intellectual
Development of Children and Young Adults (IIDCYA). With over 50 years of professional
work, IIDCYA has produced movies, books, films and cartoons for children, many of which
hvve oooobeen rmnsdddddnoo hle wordds mjj or nniguagss. Chdddnn’s books rre among hte
most accessible products of IDCYA for children all over Iran which except in a few studies
(e.g., Rashno, 2009; Jahangiri et al., 2012; Shamsabadi et al., 2022) have not been critically and
linguistically studied. The presnnt suuly, bdddd on nnn Leeuwnn’s (2008) soooesemantic
framework, hss kklen a rrllllll 11 procch nnnnll yii ng the dssoourse of hhdddnn’s cgge rnnge 7-
9 years old) story books published by IIDCYA. The following questions have been addressed
in this research: How social actors have been represented in stories? What types of actions have
been mostly used in stories? How actions have been legitimized?
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! cognitive

2 perceptive

3 affective

4 material

5 semiotic

% transactive

7 non-transactive
8 goal
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2 instrumental

3 authorization

4 moral evaluation

3 rationalization

¢ mythopoesis

7 role model authority

8 authority of conformity
? personal authority
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A Critical Discourse Analysis of Children’s Story Books Based on Van Leeuwen’s
Socio-Semantic Framework

Ramin Golshaie™
Sima Bazmi':

Introduction

Cii ldrnn’s litrratrre 11 yys nn imrrr tnnt role in hhiii ng iii Irrnn’s hhrrattrrs by means of affecting their
values and beliefs. Since every text has its own ideologies, critical analyses of children's literature can
provide researchers with an understanding of the ideologies behind the texts and their possible effects on
forming chilrr™ s vllsss. Oee ff tee uultural isstittt es offiii Il ly in aaarge of cii lrre”’ s litrrtt ure in Irnn
is the Iranian Institute for the Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults (IIDCYA). With
over 50 years of professional work, IIDCY A has produced movies, books, films and cartoons for children,
mnny ff wii hh vvve Il ooeenn tralll tt dd into tee wrr 1d’s mjj or Iggggggss. Cii Idre’” s kkkks rre mnggg tee
most accessible products of IIDCYA for children all over Iran which except in a few studies (e.g., Rashno,
2009; Jahangiri et al., 2012; Shamsabadi et al., 2022) have not been critically and linguistically studied.
Tee prssttt styyy, sssddnn Vanee””””””  * (000)) cccio-semantic framework, has taken a critical approach
in analyzing the discourse of childre’’ s (gge rggge 7-9 years old) story books published by IIDCYA. The
following questions have been addressed in this research: How social actors have been represented in
stories? What types of actions have been mostly used in stories? How actions have been legitimized?

Method

In tii s rsserrc,, library mttddd wss eeed to aiiii re ttt a frmmiii Irr””” s oook (gge rggge 7-9 years)
11 ieeed yy IIDCYA. fffteen ookks wrre ssss nn from Urmi’’s IDCYA Cttt rr N.. 1, using convenient
sampling method. The titles of the books were: Amoo-Nowruz; Cookies of God; Googooli the Hasty Wolf;
The Squirrel that Grew Up; The Playful Mouse; A Tear and A Kiss; Taghi Becomes Nosy; Azadeh; The
Lazy; Thousand Feet and Thousand Works; How Many Colors is the Rainbow?; The Nosy Ladybug; The
Silver Fish; The Rainbow; When the Wind Blew.

We adopted the socio-semantic framework of VVan Leeuwen (2008) to analyze the data. From many features
of the framework, those which were related to our research questions were adopted for analysis. The
adopted features were, 1) the representation of social actors, 2) the representation of social action, and 3)

* Assistant Prof of linguistic, Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Literature, Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran.
golshaie@alzahra.ac.ir
DOI: 10.22099/JCL S.2024.48602.2011

@ COPYRIGHTS ©2021 The author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
@ Attribution (CC BY-NC 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, as long as the

Original authors and source are cited. No permission is required from the authors or the publisher.



mailto:golshaie@alzahra.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22099/jcls.2024.48602.2011
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7300-6727
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-6639-5679

2 Vol 16, Issue 1, Spring- Summer 2025, Ser 31

the means of legitimation. The representation of social actors analyzes how social actors are included in the
discourse (e.g., by nomination, categorization, etc.). The representation of social action studies the process
types (e.g., material, mental, semiotic, etc.) and how they are attributed to social actors. Finally, legitimation
analysis studies what major legitimation methods (e.g., authorization, rationalization, etc.) are employed to
legitimize the action of social actors in the discourse.

Discussion and Results

The analysis of the data revealed that storybook characters have mainly been represented by nomination
(73.5%), followed by categorization (22%), and indetermination (4.5%). Higher rates of nomination of
aaarcctrrs in hhildrnn’s storie,, wii hh is a kidd ff informal identification, can be justified by referring to
iii Irre’” s nrrrwweccial nnvirmmitt  wii hhis mii 1l y limitdd to iff ormll fmmly ttt eeriggs ddd itt rrattinn
with peers. The nominated characters are also of the age range of the target audience of the books (i.e., 7-9
yaar)). On the tt eer dddd, ctt ggrr izatinn (eeeii fiaally ff ffnnttiaaalizatinn” ty))) is miill y eenn in intrrim
ddd aassigg aaarcctrrs add 11 oo in wwwerful siii 11 aaarccters like sserrttary,, “mrraaant,, et.., which are
also stereotypically filled by male characters. The analysis of social action revealed that actions in the
stories (from most to least frequent) were: material (62%), semiotic (19%), perceptive (8%), affective (6%),
and cognitive (5%). The higher frequency of material actions shows that the storybooks have mainly a
yyaamic ddd livlly tt meeeeee.. Al,,, the ii grrr eercttt gge ff smnitt ic attisss iiii aate thtt hhrrattrrs’
interactive and socio-linguistic exchanges are high. The frequencies for perceptive, affective, and cognitive
processes are relatively similar and much lower than those of the material and semiotic processes.
rrr eett ive 1r eeesses vvve eeen mii ll y eeed wnnn teere wss a eedd to dircct tee raadrr’s attett inn to the
aaarcctrr’s mttt 11 sttte (by ccch vrrss ss ss,,, ‘“aaard,, tt))). Tee lwwsst rrr cttt gge ff gggii tive
rr eeesses myy ggggsst tttt tii kkigg ddd gggii tion 0o oot tterootyii aally 111 oggtoiii 1drnn’s raalm. aaaally,
tee aata aaalyiis wwwald tttt attisss in tee hhilrrnn’s ttoriss wrre lggitimizdd miill y yy isstrumental
rationalization (35%), theoretical rationalization (18%), and personal authority (17%). The higher
frequency of instrumental rationalization suggests that authors have tried to legitimize social actions in
iii Irre”’ s kkkk kk mttt innigg tuu uuwsss € and consequences of the actions.

Conclusion

This rsserrhh aimdd to rriticll ly aaalyze tee diccrrr ee ff iii lrr””” s (gge rggge 7-9 years) storybooks
published by IIDCY A within the framework of Van Leeuwen (2008). The data analysis was performed on
three dimensions: representing social actors, social action, and legitimation. Nomination which is mainly
raalizdd in tee form ff iii ng aaarcctrrs’ first mmmwss tee mttt frqqnnnt ttratggy frr rrrr eeentigg cccill
actors. This finding reflects the narrow social environment of children which mainly consists of informal
settings of family gatherings and interaction with peers. In addition to nomination, some powerful and
passing characters were functionalized by means of referring to their social and occupational roles.
Functionalizations in stories were male-biased and no female characters were functionalized. As for social
action, material processes followed by semiotic processes were the main strategies for representing social
action in the stories. The higher frequencies of these processes were indicative of a lively, dynamic and
communicative atmosphere in the stories. Cognitive processes had the least frequencies in the stories which
aan be a iign of a strrttt ypiaal viwwatttt hhilrrnn’s lwwaaaaii ty frr gggii tion and reasoning. This is, of
course, consistent with how children are depicted in the stories: as emotional, error-prone, and irrational
rraaturss. Tssse sterootysss are in nnntratt with the reeearhh fiiii ggs nn childmn’s aaaaii lities of
understanding othrrs’ mttt 11 stttss (frr rvviwweee Cllrro et 11., 3333; aaavll1, 99))) . nnnl ly, Iggitimtt ion
in hhildrmn’s strriss is mii nly ccii vvdd yy rttiaaalizttinn ddd thnn yy rrr nnnll att rrr ity. This maass taat
actions in the stories are mainly justified by referring to their outcomes and purposes. Also, the higher
frequency of personal authority, used as legitimation method, would indicate that authority may still be an
acceptable strategy for children given that their first social institution of which they become a member is
teeir fmmly rrrrr teeir prronts’ uutoority. Givnn tssse finii gg,, it is rccmmmeeeed tttt uutrrr s ff
iii Irre’’ s ttrriss pyy tttttt inn to a bll aceer r ppreeenttt inn ff mlle fff f ff 1l e crrr atteri in occaaatiaaal
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roles. Also, representing children in tasks and events requiring reasoning and cognitive activities would
rraate a mrr e sss itive ddd ssss truttive role mllll s frr hhilrrnn. In fect, 111 1dre’’ s literttrr e uuuuld be
viewed as a means for depicting an empowering image of children rather than as an arena for consolidating
stereotypes.

Keywords: Childmn’s literttur,, rritiaal diccorrse alll yii,, Vnn wwwwwwsvfrmnkkkkkk cccill att inn,
legitimation
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