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Abstract: Considering the role of folk tales in revealing the components of national and ethnic identity,

Asadollah Sha’bani has rewritten for kids the tales such as “Nokhodi and Div”’ (Demon) and
“Naranj and Toranj” whose motifs are rooted in mythology. This research aims to compare
these rewritten tales with their original version based on the Greimas' actantial model and to
evaluate Sha'bani reading of them on the basis of Stuart Hall's idea about the way the
audience reads the texts codes. The study uses a descriptive-comparative approach and
documentary research method to show the effect of the attitudes and life’s requirements in
the contemporary era on changing the content of the rewritten ancient tales and also to show
how this issue has affected the actantial model, thematic role and the narrative plan of these
tales. The research also aims to show Sha'bani’s reading of the cultural codes of the tales.
The results of this study show that in rewriting the tales, Sha’bani has deleted or changed
some parts of the ancient tales according to the contemporary attitudes toward life,
biological needs, and the aim to convey a (in his opinion) positive identity. Therefore, he
has deleted the issue of polygamy, judging others based on the color of their skin, cruelty to
animals, and self-centered and lustful behavior in his rewritten stories; and on the other hand,
he has added thematic roles such as the shooter, horse rider to farmer to the stories. This has
caused changes in the actantial model, especially the narrative plan of the rewritten tales.
These changes have led to a weak relationship between the plan of the rewritten tales.
In Stuart Hall's view, Sha'bani’s reading of the tales is of adaptation type. On the one hand,
he has confirmed some codes of the traditional discourse, and on the other hand, he has
changed some of its codes based on the modern discourse.
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Comparing the Actantial Model, Thematic Role and Narrative Plans of the
Tales “Nokhodi and Div” and “Naranj and Toranj” with Their Rewritings

by Asadollah Sha’bani

Ebrahim Zaheri Abdevand™

Introduction

Fatemi Publications have published some of the folk tales after being rewritten, generally titled "some
tales of oral literature of Iran" with the aim of making the child and adolescent audience familiar with
cultural heritage and the providing the means for the growth of their national identity via folk tales.
Among different effects of tales, we can refer to their contribution to transferring literary and cultural
heritage that helps national and ethnic identity develop and grow. On the other hand, today, children
live in the digital era, an era in which every human being is a global citizen. In such a situation, the
importance of national and ethnic identity doubles, the point that is the aim of this collection (Sha'bani,
2019: 1). As one of the rewriters of this collection, Asadollah Sha'bani has rewritten some famous
stories, namely “Nokhodi o Div” and “Naranj o Toranj”. It seems that he has made many changes in
these stories given the contemporary era attitudes to life and by determining the positive identity

components. These changes are contrary to the claim at the beginning of the book that the stories are
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rendered in a simple rewriting. Accordingly, he has also changed the actants, their thematic role, and

narrative plan.

Research Method, Literature Review and Purpose
The main objective of this research is to adapt the above-mentioned folk tales to their rewritten copy
based on Greimas' actantial model, and to read the traditional and modern codes of stories on the basis
of Stuart Hall's attitude by the use of documentary study method. The tales were selected purposefully.
In addition to considering their popularity among folk people, we also paid attention to the representation
of national components and mythological elements in them as compared to the other rewritten stories.
So far, some studies have been conducted on the importance of rewriting folk stories or their
analysis based on Greimas's actantial theory. The most important of these studies based on the date of
publication are as follows: in a book titled An Introduction to Rewriting and Re-creation, Shokraneh
(2013) has addressed some important aspects and elements in recreation, especially recreation of folk
tales, such as paying attention to the structural, social, verbal, and cultural area of stories. In Criticism
and Analysis of Iranian Legends (1) (Nokhodi), published by the World Children's Research Institute
(2015), authors evaluated the narratives of Nokhodi's tale from educational, anthropological,
structuralist and psychological aspects. These narratives are different from those investigated in this
research. In "Narratology of Nokhodi Tale", Hassan Zolfaghari (2018) investigated different narratives
of this study based on Prop’s model and showed its themes, such as the hero's birth from the plant

element, the pea turning to human, incompleteness of the hero and childlessness.

Discussion
Comparison of the first part of “Nokhodi o Dive” with the rewritten copy shows that in the rewritten
text, the passive role of the sender has been changed to the age (aging) factor besides the interest. The
folk narrative has pointed to the thematic moral role of the opponent actant (nasty neighbor), but the old
wife and husband play the thematic social role of the farmer as well. In the stimulation phase, having a
child is raised as a social value; but the age factor has been added to the previous factor. Moreover,
comparison of the second part of the tales showed that the sender factor in Nokhodak and trickster devil
has changed from "family" to the internal factor of "childish desire". The folk narrative has pointed to
the social thematic role of children, i.e., harvesting crops, but in the rewritten tale, the thematic role of
kittenish has been considered for actants. Considering the narrative plan in “Nokhodi o Dive”, providing
aid by children to the family has been introduced as a social value; however, in the rewritten tale, the
desire to play has caused the subject to seek.

In the first part of the tale "Naranj o Toranj", Sha'bani has deleted the activism of forty women
as helpers, and considered the thematic role of the horse rider and shooter for the king's child, but he has
made no change to the narrative plan of the tale "Naranj o Totanj". In both tales, having a child has been

proposed as a desirable value and demand. In the second part of this tale, the comparison of the role of
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actants and the role of being passive shows that Sha'bani has made no changes to the model, indicating
that he has been affected by the pre-text. To show the right behavioral model, Sha'bani has deleted the
thematic role of "gadfly". The narrative plan of this part is the same in both tales. In the third part of
the tale, Sha'bani has deleted some actants that were among the helper and opponent actants. The
thematic role of two actants has changed a bit; for example, the role of the black maid to the jealous girl.
There are also some changes to the narrative plan such that the scene related to respect for elders has

been deleted in the rewritten tale.

Conclusion

In his rewriting of the folk tales, Asadollah Sha'bani has sought to adapt to traditions in the modern
world. Evaluation of his work on the basis of Stuart Hall's view shows that Sha'bani has adopted the
adaptation position in reading the folk tales in a way that he has replaced some traditional elements with
other elements of that discourse or has used the elements of the modern discourse instead.

In the tale "Nokhodi o Dive", children are sent outdoor for harvesting crops according to the
wishes of the families, but in the rewritten tale, they are sent outdoor to play given the negative attitude
toward child labor. In the rewritten tale, the narrative plan has no logical course and the beginning of
the story is not proportional to its end because the children are sent outdoor to play and their ability and
knowledge should be tested in this field, but the end of the tale is related to bringing gold.

In “Naranj o Toranj”, Sha'bani has deleted some thematic roles of the actants, such as the black
skin from the maid character, so that this attribute would not affect the audience’s judgment. He has
added the thematic role of the "horse rider" and "shooter" for the Prince, the attributes that are among

the positive identity elements in the Islamic Iranian culture.

Keywords: Greimas’ actantial model, narrative plan, cultural codes, Sha'bani, national identity
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