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Personality, as the most fundamental element of a play, is a omplex concept that
requires understanding a complete and independent action and is not possible
except by analyzing verbal, behavioral, and physical signs. The Enneagram is the
latest personality recognition model in modern psychology, with the help of which
it is possible to recognize each person’s personality type among the nine models.
Due to the unique nature of the Iran-lrag War, the Sacred Defense Theater is a
distinct type of world theater, and proper attention to how personality is presented
will be able to make the world aware of the different ideals of this battle. The book
of Khake Shirin, consisting of three plays, “In Akdi Ke Mimanad, Kamin e Jaleh,
and Khak Shirin” by Hamed Mokamoli, is among the works that have won multiple
awards in the field of Sacred Defense literature due to the author’s mastery of
acting and directing. The present study has explored fourteen characters in these
three plays from the perspective of the Enneagram in a descriptive-analytical
manner. As a result, Makamelli has used two characters, the commander and the
teacher, in the perfectionist type for modeling. He has also strengthened most of the
martyrs with this wing, but for greater believability, he has chosen the presidential
type for most of the characters, which is manifested differently in the forces of the
two fronts. Due to the war theme and the critical atmosphere, the actions of most
characters are in conflict with their true selves and are placed in the instinctive triad
with the highest percentage. The very high frequency of the calm wing indicates
that in this play, the sacred defense has led to the moral refinement and exaltation
of its characters. Half of the characters also play roles at the healthiest level of
mental health. Makamelli has tried as much as possible to ensure that the characters
in the play are aligned before and after the war for greater believability.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

Stanislavsky is one of the most famous theorists of Russian and Western theater. In his three books, he
repeatedly required the actor to “obtain the character traits of the role through the text of the play and
analyze it in two ways: inner life and outer life.” (Stanislavsky, 2014: 78) After him, his students Chekhov
and Navsky, and then Adler, reinforced these teachings and required the actor to obtain the mentality,
temperament, and will of each character through the text. (See: Adler, 2003: 148) Accordingly, in the last
century, many actors have tried to take these principles into account, but since the personality traits of
individuals are very extensive and diverse, psychologists have tried to propose scientific models based on
which they can have a deeper understanding of the personality of individuals. Therefore, humans have
been classified into groups and each of these groups has been called a personality type. (Shaabani Banki,
1401: 37) Personality is an abstract concept that is inferred through the combination of behavior,
motivation, thoughts, emotions and other characteristics.

War has always been a suitable medium for creating dramatic works, and its theater is different from
other literary genres in terms of content and presentation of story patterns for narration. Sacred Defense is
distinguished from an ordinary war due to its ideological dimension and confrontation between right and
wrong, and on the contrary, the world theater, which shows the negative aspects of war such as
destruction, madness, despair, death and hunger, is full of patriotism, love, faith, sacrifice and devotion.
Paying attention to this point shows the importance of the Holy Defense performance even more than
before. Since the basic element of playwriting is the portrayal of character, it can be admitted that texts in
the Holy Defense will be more successful if, in addition to the appropriate theme and plot, they also have
effective characters. (Pakdaman, 2015: 24) Interdisciplinary studies of psychology and literature will help
to make the angles of this technique more visible. One of the most modern psychological models of
personality is the Enneagram. Hamed Makamoli, as one of the young and distinguished figures in the field
of sustainable literature, has tried to observe these subtleties more in his plays because he is both a writer
and an actor. For this reason, his most famous work, Khak Shirin, has succeeded in winning numerous
honors and awards. Analyzing the characters of this drama trilogy will help to highlight the important
factors affecting the audience's mind in choosing and processing characters, and thus better explain the
ideals of the Holy Defense in the field of international theater.

2. Methodology

The method of the present research is descriptive-analytical and is based on documentary and library
studies. Thus, the theoretical foundations related to Enneagram psychology were first extracted and
arranged based on first-hand sources in this field, and then the characters of the play Khak Shirin were
explored based on them.

3. Discussion

The result of this research is that Hamed Makamelli, due to his mastery of acting and directing, has been
able to develop the characters of his plays in a way that can be analyzed with the outlines of modern
psychological theories. This writing style and attention to the characters' states and behavior can increase
its impact on the audience, especially in the field of Sacred Defense, which is clearly in need of further
study. Fourteen characters in these three plays have been explored from the perspective of the Enneagram.
Makamelli has used two characters of the commander and teacher in the perfectionist type for modeling.
He has also strengthened most of the martyrs with this wing. In this play, Sacred Defense has led to the
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moral refinement and exaltation of its characters, in such a way that the war atmosphere and moral and
religious beliefs are manifested and highlighted, and are reflected in the characters' behaviors.

With the Islamic Revolution, social, cultural and political relations changed. Then, the imposed war
that occurred shortly after it led to further changes in the cultural space and had a tremendous impact on
the social and cultural behavior of the people. These cultural changes caused changes in values and norms
in all elements of the cultural sub-group, including literature, and created new branches such as the
literature of sacred defense. The play, as a significant branch of the narrative types of the literature of
sacred defense, by using the processing of characters and paying attention to the details of their behavior,
tried to show, in contrast to the world theater that depicts the negative aspects of war such as destruction,
madness, despair, death and hunger, that the sacred defense is a distinct battle due to its ideological
dimension and the confrontation between right and wrong. For the concepts to be believable, the
characters must be a combination of individuality and community, good and bad, in a way that they appear
acceptable and natural in the space of the story.

A complement to draw an ideal pattern used the perfectionist type for a man and a woman. In the first
play, Haj Kazem Atabaki, who is the beloved commander of the Holy Defense, and in the third play,
Shirin, who is a teacher. Then, due to the authoritative nature of commanding and guiding the soldiers,
Haj Kazem was strengthened with the positive dimensions of the presidential wing. He also chose the
same wing for Shirin. When he forces Noori to inform his own army of an enemy ambush and when he
stands up to his criminal cousin's demands with authority.

The supporting type is mostly assigned to women. Negar is the wife of a neurotic veteran and the other
is the veteran's nurse in the nursing home. The third is Ahmad. Ahmad leans towards the adjacent
personality wing, that is, the pragmatist. Negar, in the role of wife, has a romantic wing and the nurse is
reinforced by the pacifist wing due to the nature of their job.

The leadership type is assigned with the highest frequency in the three plays to Ehsan the wrestler,
Behnam the neighborhood bully, Hezhar the smuggler's cousin Shirin, Kamali, Behzad's long-time rival,
the exiled sergeant, and Abu Ghobish the prisoner interrogator. Despite this, Ehsan, Behnam, and the
sergeant have dynamic personalities and eventually achieve martyrdom using the calm wing.

The high tendency of the characters in all three plays to the peaceful wing with 71.4% indicates that
the special nature of the Holy Defense has led to the exaltation and manifestation of the moral virtues
hidden in the characters and the activation of the adjacent personality wing. For example, Behzad with the
pragmatic type, upon seeing the photos of the front, abandons his studies in France and sets off to
photograph the fronts. Negar with the romantic type, patiently waits for him for twenty years. The
stubborn characters such as Ehsan, Behnam, and the sergeant major sacrifice their lives to protect the
strategic bridge of Jaleh, and Noori with the peace-loving personality type, using the complementary
perfectionist wing, is martyred to inform his own army of the enemy's ambush. The dominant wing of the
martyrs in the play is perfectionist, which indicates the importance of this high position and the ultimate
goal of the warriors. In contrast, the negative characters with 28.6% tend to the tense wing. The Iraqi
interrogator, despite being originally Iranian, beats his fellow countrymen, and the smuggler, Hazhar,
bullies his cousin Shirin into fleeing the war-torn city with him.

Due to the war and crisis atmosphere prevailing in the three plays and the strong emotional and
sentimental influences, the characters' actions and decisions are in conflict with their true selves. Nine of
these characters are in the instinctive group, four are emotional, and one is in the mental group, which are
64.2%, 28.5%, and 7.4%, respectively.

The mental health level of most of the main characters in the play is healthy, with a frequency of 50%.
The Iranian secondary and gray characters are in the middle of health with 42.8%, and the Iraqi character
is in the unhealthy category with 7.1%.
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Makamli has tried to establish a kind of proportion and balance between the characters' pre-war and
post-war personalities in order to increase the believability of the story. In this book, only one Iraqi
character is used, and for this reason, it is not possible to compare the character types of the forces on the
two fronts. Also, the description of the scene and space is not very vivid, and the characters can only be
analyzed based on the dialogue and actions of the individuals.

4. Conclusions

The Enneagram is one of the newest methods of personality recognition in psychology that seeks to
describe the thinking, feeling, and performance of individuals in nine patterns. "Ennea in Greek means
nine and gram means face, written document, and form; therefore, the word is used in the sense of nine-
faceted or nine-faceted form." A: Type 1 (Perfectionist): Often measures everything with the highest
standards and his relationships and career records must be perfect. High moral character, avoiding
mistakes, and emphasizing practical virtues prevent the emergence of general emotions and cause his
inner criticism and self-denial. B: Type 2 (Helper): Trying to meet the needs of others, latent authority,
serving the group, and obedience are his personality traits. He seeks freedom but confines himself in
helping others; therefore, he wanders between multiple selves. C: Type 3 (Pragmatic): Good work record,
tendency to lead and be the first, extreme interest in work in such a way that his feelings are suspended
when the work is finished, confusion between the real self and the job role are among his characteristics.
D: Type 4 (Individualistic): Interested in inaccessible things, luxury and self-confidence, daydreaming, a
dervish attitude, imitating famous people and exciting ordinary life are among the characteristics of this
personality type. He always dreams of distant loves. E: Type 5 (Observer): Enamored with solitude,
interested in a work environment away from the disturbance of others and with minimal facilities, dislikes
surprises, commitment to the work schedule are among his personality characteristics. W: Type 6 (Loyal
and Cautious): Long-suffering and concern about betrayal by others, inner doubt, having lofty goals and
often abandoning them half-heartedly, fear of angering oneself and others, and forgetting about success
are some of the characteristics of this type of personality. Z: Type 7 (Fun-loving): Diversity-loving, fear of
limitations and avoiding doing certain things, replacing painful feelings with pleasurable things, and an
adventurous side to love and career are some of his characteristics. H: Type 8 (Presidential): Expressing
interest with power and support, fond of anger and attack, lack of emotions, showing off, and confusing
the truth with personal beliefs are some of the characteristics of this personality. T: Type 9 (Peace-loving):
Following habits, liking formalities, avoiding conflict, ambivalence in personal decisions, difficulty in
accepting changes, fear of separation, and insistence that time will solve problems are some of the
characteristics of this personality type.
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