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Abstract

The present study reviews Dehkhoda's lexicography regarding terms in the fields of mysticism and Sufism.
Dictionaries, like other scholarly works, require systematic analysis and critique. In this study, using a
quantitative, descriptive, and analytical approach, 662 Sufi terms were extracted from among approximately
343,000 entries in the Dehkhoda Dictionary. The quality of their definitions was then evaluated according to the
principles of dictionary criticism. The findings of the study show that despite Dehkhoda's creativity in
transliteration, comprehensive compilation of entries, and reliability in citing sources, the selection of Sufi terms
lacks consistent criteria. The way mystical terms are marked is not uniform, and in some cases it is unclear why
one entry is included as a mystical term while another is not. The lengthy introduction to the dictionary does not
provide guidelines regarding mystical terminology. Definitions are often based on old prose texts and classical
thesauruses, with limited use of poetic evidence. Furthermore, many definitions are long, expressed in difficult
archaic Persian or Arabic. Based on the statistical data of extracted terms, sources, and examples, this article
offers a quantitative and qualitative critique of mystical terms in the Dehkhoda Dictionary.
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Introduction

The Dehkhoda Dictionary has had a profound impact on Persian lexicography and subsequent dictionaries.
However, like any monumental work, it is not free from criticism or shortcomings. Reviewing dictionaries is
important because they are widely referenced, and such critiques can guide the compilation of comprehensive
Persian dictionaries in the future (Jafari, 2013, p. 77).

Sidney Landau, in Dictionaries: The Art and Craft of Lexicography (1991), outlines the principles of
dictionary criticism, such as the role of introductions, grammatical identity, pronunciation, abbreviations, order
of entries, audience, usability, and the efficiency of definitions. In this research, these criteria are applied to the
Dehkhoda Dictionary, focusing on issues such as the lack of guidelines on mystical terminology, the audience of
the work, the language of definitions, and the extent of sources and evidence used.

Although general critiques of the Dehkhoda Dictionary exist, no independent study has specifically
addressed mystical and Sufi terminology. This study, therefore, examines Dehkhoda’s accuracy in selecting and
defining mystical terms, his use of sources, and the language of his definitions.

Literature Review

Earlier scholarship on the Dehkhoda Dictionary has primarily offered general critiques rather than specialized
studies. Landau’s framework (1991) serves as the main theoretical reference in evaluating Dehkhoda’s
methodology. According to Landau, the absence of clear guidelines in dictionary introductions often leads to
confusion in term selection, particularly in specialized fields such as mysticism.

From a structuralist perspective, Dehkhoda provides no explicit instructions on how to define or classify
mystical terms. Since many dictionaries contain scientific and specialized entries, the absence of criteria for
mystical terms has resulted in inconsistencies and exclusions. This study builds on such critiques by offering a
detailed statistical and textual analysis of mystical entries.

Methodology

The present study adopts a descriptive-analytical method. The theoretical framework is based on Landau’s
(1991) principles of lexicography and definition. First, 662 mystical and Sufi terms were extracted from the
Dehkhoda Dictionary, out of approximately 343,466 total entries. These mystical entries thus constitute about
0.2% of the dictionary.

The definitions, their sources, and the examples used were examined both qualitatively and quantitatively.
Particular attention was given to the frequency of poetic citations, prose references, and reliance on classical
thesauruses. The statistical analysis aimed to measure the accuracy, comprehensiveness, and linguistic
accessibility of the definitions.

Results

The findings of the study show that mystical terms in the Dehkhoda Dictionary were selected without clear or
consistent criteria. The introduction to the lexicon contains no guidelines for choosing or defining such terms,
nor is a single symbol used to indicate mystical terminology. More than seventy entries include mystical
meanings but are not classified as such.

Statistical analysis reveals that about 27% of definitions rely on Sajjadi’s thesaurus, while 46% draw on
Tahanvi’s Keshaf Fanon. Approximately 15% of the entries are Persian mystical terms, while the majority are
Arabic. Poetic evidence is scarce: only 17% of terms are supported with poetry, whereas more than 90% are
illustrated with prose citations.

In terms of style, definitions are often encyclopedic, verbose, and couched in archaic Persian or Arabic.
Examples include terms such as ekhlas, esm, jamal, haqiqat, raja, reza, salek, and sokr. Occasional errors are
also observed, such as when the meaning of the mystical term Ruy is mistakenly placed under the entry Ravi.
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Figure 1: Chart of Statistical Results of Sources Used in the Definition of Terms

The main objective of this research was to evaluate the quantity and quality of mystical definitions in the
Dehkhoda Dictionary. The study concludes that while Dehkhoda succeeded in many areas—such as
pronunciation, comprehensive compilation, and reliable citation of sources—the selection and presentation of
mystical terms lack systematic criteria. The absence of guidelines in the introduction, the inconsistent marking of
mystical entries, and reliance on archaic prose sources weaken the dictionary’s accessibility for a general
audience.

Ultimately, the lexicon’s mystical entries remain detailed but linguistically difficult, often distant from the
needs of contemporary users.
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