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Abstract

For mystics, the sky has a high spiritual status and is the source of knowledge. Beyond the visible sky lies the
invisible world and the kingdom. The sky that can be seen with the eyes was considered to be the eight heavens
in the belief of the ancients. The eighth heaven is the place of the zodiac. In addition to the literal use, which
arose from the astronomical perspective of that era, this sky and its constellations are also seen in cases that have
had symbolic and allegorical uses among the ancients. Understanding the literal or metaphorical meaning is not
so difficult, but discovering the hidden and cryptic meanings of this use in mystical texts is somewhat difficult.
Understanding the underlying layers of the text requires extensive knowledge of past astronomy, familiarity with
literary subtleties, and knowledge of the wisdom, philosophy, and worldview of the ancients. Artificial
intelligence, which has considerable capabilities, can help us better understand and benefit from this tool by
measuring the confrontation of this analytical tool with these complex and allegorical concepts of mystical texts.
In this study, an attempt has been made to measure this symbolic and allegorical use in mystical texts with
artificial intelligence using a descriptive-experimental method. The results of this study show that artificial
intelligence in the form of the ChatGPT robot is well aware of mystical allegorical concepts in connection with
astronomical terms and is generally able to recognize these concepts in mystical texts, although sometimes
incorrect analyses are also seen. Artificial intelligence's recognition of most past astronomical terms, along with
mystical concepts and the symbolic use of numbers, is another capability of artificial intelligence.

Keywords: Twelve Zodiac Signs; Eighth Heaven; Interpretation of Mystical Texts; Artificial Intelligence (Al);
ChatGPT Robot.

Introduction
In the view of the ancients, the heavens were nine heavens nested within each other - like the skin of an onion,
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one after the other - with the Earth at the center of this universe.

The eighth heaven or the sky of the zodiac, which contains the zodiac circle, is divided into twelve parts with
twelve mythological figures, each of which is called a constellation, and each constellation is thirty degrees out of the
three hundred and sixty degrees of the zodiac circle. This boundary between the visible and invisible worlds (fixed
stars) of the twelve zodiac signs and its connection with mystical concepts has not escaped the eyes of mystics. The
light of this heaven is the light of God. As Sheikh Ahmad Jami (died 536 AH) has stated, every light in this world and
beyond is from the light of God, just as the light of the Throne and the Chair or the sun and the moon is from the light
of God, so too is the "light of the heavens, astronomy, and the zodiac." Mystics, influenced by scholars, philosophers,
and naturalists, believed that the zodiac and stars have an effect on lives.

The upper world has been used repeatedly in mystical texts, whether in a literal or symbolic and allegorical
sense. For example, in the mystical story "The Tale of the Western Gharbiyah" by Suhrawardi, "the land beyond
the river" means the upper world, "the land of the Maghreb™ means the world of monsters and the lower world.
Mystics have also mentioned the zodiac and the eighth heaven many times, whether literally or symbolically and
allegorically. People like Ghazali, Suhrawardi, Attar of Neyshaburi, or Ibn Arabi in the Conquests of Mecca
have repeatedly mentioned the sky, the heavens, the constellations of the zodiac, and their constellations.

One aspect of the subject of this research is this mystical and symbolic background of the universe in the
Iranian-Islamic cosmological tradition, the order of the heavens and the zodiac has not only been the basis of
religious and philosophical interpretation, but also inspired mystical symbolization and code-making. The zodiac
and the heavenly bodies, whether in their true (astronomical) meaning and function or in their symbolic and
allegorical layers, are the basis for the formation of complex semantic structures among mystics and
philosophers. But another area is the issue of “artificial intelligence.” With the emergence of “big language
models” such as ChatGPT, the analysis and interpretation of complex mystical texts can no longer be the
monopoly of human researchers. This model is capable of understanding and interpreting texts in various fields.
The confrontation of artificial intelligence as a tool for modern semantic analysis with the symbolic and
ambiguous structure of the zodiac in mystical texts is a serious test for understanding the capabilities and
limitations of text-understanding robots.

In recent years, artificial intelligence has moved beyond the fields of engineering and natural sciences to
become a major topic in the humanities. Numerous studies have addressed educational, policy-making,
philosophical, legal, ethical, social, and translation dimensions, focusing more on epistemological, identity-
related, and algorithmic implications. In the field of literature and history, some studies have examined the
application of Al in education or narratology and have assessed its ability to analyze Persian style or poetry. In
the field of mystical texts, few studies have examined the limits of linguistic models’ ability to deal with coded
and esoteric language; some of these studies have pointed out the limitations of Al.

The main feature of these studies is that the application of Al in mysticism and literature is still mainly in the
initial research and technical feasibility stages. Despite the growth of research in the field of artificial
intelligence, its use in the analysis of literary and mystical texts is still in its early stages and is mostly in the
form of instrumental or experimental studies at the level of education or subject classification. Due to
methodological and thematic differences, the aforementioned studies do not directly overlap with the present
study. Therefore, it can be said that the present study, by focusing on the critical evaluation of Al in
understanding the meaning of mystical texts, has stepped into a relatively new field and has the ability to present
a new perspective on the relationship between technology and meaning.

Methodology

The present study, relying on the link between the coded language of mystical texts and the analytical
capabilities of artificial intelligence (Al) language models, examines the power and boundaries of machine
understanding of interpretive concepts.

Mystical texts, especially in the Islamic tradition, have a multi-layered, symbolic, and allusive language in
which concepts such as the zodiac, the heavens, the eighth heaven, and the constellations carry esoteric and
behavioral implications beyond their astronomical meaning. In these texts, language is not a means of directly
transmitting information, but a container for “pointing out” invisible truths; truths that in the system of mystical
ontology can only be accessed through revelation, taste, and awareness of the mystics’ worldview.
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Understanding such texts requires mastering the conceptual structures of mystical traditions, the cryptic logic,
and the specific metaphors of these texts. On the other hand, large language models such as ChatGPT, which
operate on the basis of deep learning and statistical analysis of natural language, have the ability to identify
linguistic patterns, extract concepts, and reproduce meaningful responses based on textual data. The main
question is whether these models' understanding of mystical concepts is merely superficial and based on
linguistic similarity, or can they also penetrate into interpretive, metaphorical, and esoteric layers.

Results

The findings of this study show that the performance of Al in analyzing mystical texts, especially when dealing
with cryptic concepts such as "horoscope”, is strongly dependent on the quality of the prompt. Prompts that are
designed to be contextual, precise, and limit the scope of interpretation have been able to keep the language
model away from boundless imaginations and superficial interpretations, and to push it towards analyses close to
the mystical layers of the text. This elevates the role of the prompt from a purely technical tool to a semantic and
methodological element that enables the interaction between the allegorical language of the mystics and
statistical algorithms.

Al language models, especially ChatGPT, have shown a remarkable ability to identify mystical concepts,
traditional astronomical terms, allusions, and esoteric signs in texts. By examining the selected examples of
mystical texts, we came to the conclusion that artificial intelligence can distinguish mystical texts from non-
mystical texts well. It is familiar with its linguistic aspects and literary dimensions. It benefits from knowledge
such as ancient astronomy, Ptolemaic astronomy, philosophical and legal ideas, to some extent astronomical
laws, mystical concepts, and mystical and philosophical schools, symbology and semiotics, and therefore can
analyze and interpret the text to a great extent. Artificial intelligence has the ability to understand the deep
semantic structure of mystical texts, hints, references, or guarantees, and other elements of a mystical text well
and interpret it. This mastery of artificial intelligence was clearly seen even in the most complex applications of
the zodiac in mystical texts. However, the extensiveness of the ChatGPT model sometimes leads to excessive or
incorrect interpretations, especially where the text is simple but the Al, due to its knowledge saturation,
considers it complex. A clear example of this issue was observed in the inappropriate interpretation of some
verses from Gulshan-e-Raz.

One of the current weaknesses of Al models in the analysis of Persian texts is the lack of full access to deep
Persian mystical and literary sources, and in particular, insufficient familiarity with the rhetorical, stylistic, and
contextual nuances of these texts. However, if these models are developed and better fed with local sources, it
can be expected that in the near future, Al will become a powerful tool in the interpretation and analysis of
mystical texts.
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