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Abstract

One of the most challenging issues among researchers in the field of Tasif or songwriting is the issue of the meter of
Tasnif and its nature. Some consider the meter of Tasnif to be a syllabic meter; others believe that these meters are
prosodic; and some emphasize that these meters are syllabic-stressed. This disagreement continues to the point that some,
due to a lack of proper understanding of the structure and form of Tasnif, consider some Tasnifs to be without a meter. In
the present study, we aim to investigate the multiple musical aspects of these Tasnifs using a descriptive-analytical method
and focusing on the different and special structures of Tasnifs after the Constitutional Era. The outcome of this study
shows that Tasnif, given its direct association with melody and rhythm, has specific musical requirements that are
influenced by musical beats and Igha'at. The result of this is the creation of meters that we call ‘Ighaie meters’.
Considering the melodic reading of Tasnifs, pauses, the tension of sounds, and the starting and ending points of the beats
of Tasnif, leads us to ‘Ighaie meters’ that have unique characteristics.
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Introduction

Whether in its general and expanded meaning, i.e. the accompaniment and synchronization of poetry with music, or in its
specific and modern meaning, which is the result of the combination and composition of words, melody, rhythm, and
meter, Tasnif is considered an influential and popular literary genre. This influence is to such an extent that some Tasnifs
have been effective in the victory of the Constitutional Movement as an efficient tool and a crushing and combative
weapon in the political period of the Constitutional Era, in step with the political and revolutionary movements of the
people.

For the pioneers of Constitutional poetry, the main mission of poetry is social enlightenment. For them, poetry is
acceptable if it can remove neglect and ignorance from the society. After Ali Akbar Sheyda, poetry in this period gained
new life and vitality with the emergence of great figures such as Arif Qazvini and Malik al-Shu'ara Bahar, with a
remarkable transformation.

In terms of form, Tasnif has some differences from pure poetry. Therefore, in evaluating and measuring Tasnif, one
should pay attention to the specific criteria of this literary type, which are sometimes different from abstract poetry. One
of the prominent characteristics of Tasnif, in terms of external form, is music and, according to the well-known custom,
the meter of Tasnif has some differences in its melodic reading from the familiar meter of abstract poetry.
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In this study, we aim to examine and analyze the meter of poetry by relying on the works of several prominent
contemporary poets, while explaining and criticizing the opinions of other researchers in this field.

Materials and Methods

This research is of a descriptive-analytical type. The method of data collection and analysis was as follows: first, by
referring to sources and books related to the subject, we selected the Tasnifs of several prominent contemporary poets of
Tasnif from the Constitutional period to the Pahlavi period; and in the next stage, we examined and analyzed each of
these Tasnifs with regard to its melodic reading, with attention to pauses, lengthening sounds and syllables, and the
beginning and end points of beats. At this stage, paying attention to the melodic reading of the Tasnifs is very important,
without which the desired meter will definitely not be achieved. Finally, the data were categorized and the final results
and opinions were presented.

Research Findings

One of the challenging issues in the field of Tasnif composition is determining and explaining its meter. The origin of
this challenge must be sought in the external structure and melodic form of the Tasnif. The direct synchronization of
words and melody and the existence of words with music makes the audience face challenges and sometimes confusion
in recognizing the meter of words, so this type of poetry without musical accompaniment sometimes seems to be without
a meter. While Tasnifs certainly have a meter, reaching this meter with a purely traditional prosodic view and not paying
attention to the synchronization of poetry and melody and understanding the subtleties that are within the musical system
of the Tasnif will be futile.

In such a diverse musical space and field, scales are created that are in line with the rhythm and the melody and
rhythms of the music. The result is the creation of short and long verses, changes in meter following changes in rhythm,
and specific prosodic violations that appear entirely in the broad shadow of the musical parts and melody and its reflection
in the words.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

The main characteristic of Tasnif is the harmony of words with melody. From this perspective, Tasnif can be considered
an important and effective literary genre among various literary genres. Rhythm and melody in Tasnif are important
factors in the main structure and form of Tasnif; therefore, in the structural analysis and evaluation of a Tasnif, the melody
and rhythm that govern it are important and determining factors. The meter is also one of the most important structural
elements of a Tasnif, and without paying attention to the harmony and accompaniment of words with melody and musical
reading of the Tasnif, it is impossible to achieve a correct and logical analysis of it. The difference of opinion that exists
between researchers in this field in determining and recognizing the meter that governs a Tasnif stems from the lack of a
careful look at the structure of the Tasnif. Some researchers consider the meter of a Tasnif to be prosodic, others believe
that these meters are syllabic, and still others consider the meter of a Tasnif to be syllabic-stressed.

The results of this study show that, due to its closeness and direct symmetry with music, Tasnif is dominated by
rhythmic parts that have their roots in musical tones and scales. Contrary to the opinion of some researchers who consider
rhythmic parts to be limited to only long syllables, we believe that in these parts, the number of different syllables (both
short and long), the elongation of sounds, pauses, and the starting and ending points of beats are important and decisive
factors in determining and distinguishing meter.
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