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Narratives serve as important tools of pedagogy within Sufi literature. Among the
most profound and distinctive teachings highlighted throughout their texts is that
of Sama‘. A careful examination of pivotal Sufi works penned between the 4th to
6th centuries reveals that these narratives may be classified into thirteen distinct
patterns. Each pattern has been assigned a title in this article. These stories are
didactical in comprehensive manual books, while In Tezkire books, they are
narrated to justify Sama‘ and legitimate it as one of the Sufi's customs.

An analysis of the prevalence of these recurring patterns within comprehensive
manual books and Tezkire books shows that authors of Tezkire books not only
drew upon established patterns of comprehensive manual books in their works
but also embraced the patterns ™alternative perceptions arising from inner
experiences" and "extraordinary actions" to reflect the unique insights and
abilities of the sheikhs. Moreover, Attar among authors of Tezkire books is
recognized as an innovator in narrating some common Sama“ stories.

A closer look at the stories of Sama‘ reveals that Sufis have used specific
narrative patterns for narrating stories about some of their celebrated sheikhs,
namely Junayd, Shibli, and Abu Sa'id Abu al-Khayr. The narrative patterns
illustrate distinct preferences by Sufis for narrating stories about them.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Narratives serve as important tools of pedagogy within Sufi literature. Among the most profound and
distinctive teachings highlighted throughout their texts is that of Sama ¢ Sufis have pursued various
educational objectives through the narratives or stories associated with Sama ¢ including preserving
respect for the Pir, promoting honesty while avoiding hypocrisy, identifying different categories of
listeners, comprehending poetry, and discerning which content should be heard. They also stress the
importance of guiding disciples to accurately grasp both the status of the Pir and his unique
interpretation of what is conveyed. These aims represent some of the primary educational purposes
linked to recounting Sama ‘stories. The systematic organization found in comprehensive manual books
and the articulation of their authors' propositions serve to elucidate these narratives' educational
essence. Additionally, another aim for authors recounting these tales—particularly evident in
biographical texts [Tezkire books]—is to confer legitimacy upon Sama ‘ and affirm the authority of
spiritual leaders.

Literature Review and Methodology

In recent years, a plethora of books and articles have emerged based on structuralist perspectives from
scholars such as Propp, Greimas, Bremond, and Todorov. For instance, Khadish (2008) and Jalalipour
(2012) investigated magical legends and mythological tales through Propp's lens. Nonetheless, works
that specifically analyze Sufi narratives from a structuralist viewpoint include Tagi Purnamdariyan's
Didar ba Simurgh (Vision of Simurgh) (2015), which examines the narrative structure within Attar's
poetry in one chapter. Andisheh Ghadirian (2008) has also contributed to this discourse in his article
titled "Structural and Narrative Features of Sufi Tales in the works of Attar," where he explores certain
structural elements within Attar's narratives. Furthermore, Bameshki (2011) has utilized contemporary
structuralist frameworks to analyze Masnavi stories in "Narratology of Masnavi Stories."

In recent decades, structuralism has established a significant presence within humanities and social
sciences research, exerting considerable influence across these disciplines. Propp’s methodology
presented in "Morphology of the Folktale™ has garnered attention from numerous scholars interested in
analyzing Iranian storytelling structures. In this seminal work, he investigates folktales' structures by
focusing on their constituent units, illustrating how these units interconnect within a narrative
framework. His approach proves particularly effective for longer tales that encompass multiple
structural components. This article seeks to draw inspiration from his methodology while addressing
the unique characteristics inherent in Sama‘ stories—often concise—and aims to identify specific
patterns within these stories.

Discussion

The majority of Sama‘ narratives are concise stories that adhere to particular structural frameworks.
An analysis of several key Sufi texts from the 4th to 6th AH reveals that these stories can be classified
into thirteen distinct patterns, illustrating their compliance with specific developmental stages.

Each pattern has been assigned a title in this article, namely: 1) the death of a Sufi; 2) the ecstatic state
of a Sufi; 3) alternative perceptions arising from inner experiences; 4) extraordinary actions; 5)
inquiries and discussions surrounding Sama<$ 6) admonition and reminders by the Sheikh; 7)
advocating Sama 7Sufi as a practitioner of Sama 8) dreams; 9) repentance; 10) disengagement of
Sama § 11) reproach; 12) testing a Sufi's sincerity; and 13) Sama ‘in the moments of death.

Conclusion

A number of these thirteen patterns exhibit a high frequency within the texts, indicating that stories
categorized under them can range from ten instances to over eighty examples across various works.
These patterns are: the death of a Sufi; the ecstatic state of a Sufi; alternative perceptions arising from
inner experiences; extraordinary actions; inquiries and discussions surrounding Sama ; admonition and
reminders by the Sheikh. Most of these prevalent patterns feature a central core accompanied by an
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expanded form, which is typically enriched by descriptive elements and discussions regarding the
experience of Sama’“.

The nature of the authored works significantly impacts how these patterns are employed.
Comprehensive manual books—primarily composed for educational purposes directed at disciples—
tend to incorporate stories with a more pronounced educational dimension such as the death of a Sufi,
the ecstatic state of a Sufi, inquiries and discussions surrounding Sama “‘and admonition and reminders
by the Sheikh, compared to other narrative patterns. The intrinsic nature of Tezkire requires authors to
not only utilize frequently occurring patterns found in comprehensive manual books but also to
embrace patterns of alternative perceptions arising from inner experiences and extraordinary actions.
The authors of Tezkire have particularly focused on these patterns due to their aim of documenting the
conditions surrounding spiritual leaders while justifying and legitimizing Sama‘ practices. They
emphasize the authority, status, and unique insights of these spiritual leaders; additionally, they have
drawn upon the pattern advocating Sama 7Sufi that defends practitioners of Sama 7Sufi, which includes
extraordinary actions in one of its expanded forms.

Furthermore, this article illustrates that among various authors who have recounted and compiled
similar stories in their works—whether comprehensive manual books or Tezkire—Attar is recognized
as an innovator in this field.

Moreover, a closer look at the stories of Sama ‘reveals that Sufis have used specific narrative patterns
for narrating stories about some of their celebrated sheikhs, namely Junayd, Shibli, and Abu Sa'id Abu
al-Khayr. The narrative patterns attached to their experiences illustrate distinct preferences: stories
about Junayd often follow inquiries and discussions surrounding Sama‘, while those about Shibli lean
toward the ecstatic state of a Sufi and alternative perceptions arising from inner experiences; narratives
about Abu Sa'id Abu al-Khayr, in contrast, typically reflect alternative perceptions and advocate
Sama Sufi as a practitioner of Sama ¢

Keywords: Sama‘, Tasawuf, Stories, Narrative patterns, Structuralism.
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