Introduction and Analysis of the Manuscript "*Khutab'*

Hossein Sabzi 1" | Seyed Mahmoud Seyed Sadeghi 24 | Seyyed Mojtaba Hosseini 3

1. Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Islamic Azad University of Bushehr, Bushehr, Iran. E-
mail:Persianfiber.eslami@gmail.com

2. Corresponding author, Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Islamic Azad University of
Bushehr, Bushehr, Iran. E-mail: ss1004468@iau.ir

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Islamic Azad University of Bushehr, Bushehr, Iran.
E-mail: dr.smho@iaubushehr.ac.ir

Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Purpose: Persian manuscript catalogers who have visited cultural centers in China
have mentioned a Persian book by various names: "Khutab al-Rasul,” "Arba'in," and
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this work—information that is not found in any of the available manuscripts.
Furthermore, a content and stylistic analysis of the book is another objective of this

research.
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Findings and Conclusions: "Khutab" was among the "Thirteen Textbooks" for
Muslims in China. Current introductions to this work are inaccurate, actually
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China describing a different book, "Arba'in al-Fugara." Stylistically, "Khutab" demonstrates

Kh t’b characteristics of intermediate prose. The book's correct name is "Khutab" or
utab,

. "Khutabat," with Husam al-Din Ruhabadi as its Persian commentator; Husam al-Din
Arba'in al-Fugara’, . . .. . .

o Ala al-Din Nujabadi is a corrupted form of this name. It's a Persian commentary on Ibn
Stylistic features. . . . .

Wada'an al-Mawsili's "Arba'un al-Wada'aniyya," likely composed in the late 7th

century AH. The author's preference for Persian is a notable linguistic feature. Among

literary devices, imagery, particularly simile, is prevalent. The core theme is death

from a mystical perspective, arising from the text's rhetorical and admonitory content

interacting with its sociopolitical context.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

One of the long-standing traditions within the spiritual heritage of the Sufis is the
compilation of works known as Arba ‘iniyyat or Forty Hadiths. This practice—rooted in a
well-known Prophetic tradition that emphasizes the merit of preserving and transmitting
forty hadiths—spread throughout the Islamic world, including the East, where it gained
significant acceptance among Muslims. Among the Persian works authored in this
tradition is a book titled Khutab. This book is recognized as one of the "Thirteen
Textbooks™ historically used for religious education among Chinese Muslims. Despite its
considerable prominence in China and Transoxiana, Khutab has remained largely
neglected and virtually unknown in Iranian literary and academic circles.

2. Methodology
The present study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to introduce and analyze
the content and stylistic features of the book Khutab.

3. Discussion

Our knowledge of Khutab is limited to a handful of brief bibliographic references. Iraj
Afshar was the first researcher to mention the existence of a manuscript of Khutab in
Chinese libraries, stating:

“Another book is Arba ‘un, also known as Khutab al-Rasul. Its Arabic original was
authored by Tajuddin Hafizi Bukhari, and Hussamuddin ibn Alauddin al-Nujabadi
completed its Persian translation in the year 835 AH.” (Afshar, 1360: 93)

Afshar notes having seen copies of this book in Peking University, the Great Mosque,
and the Islamic Association. He then proceeds to describe its contents:

“The translator includes many Persian verses in the text, quoting specifically from
Roknuddin Magamati... The translator states that Sheikh Hossein, a disciple of
Borhanuddin Sagharji, requested him to undertake this translation.” (Afshar, 1360: 93)

Subsequent Iranian scholars of manuscripts—such as Mohammad Tagi
Daneshpazhooh and Seyyed Mahmoud Marashi Najafi—after viewing this manuscript in
China, repeated this exact information in their descriptions (see Daneshpazhooh, 1362:
1006; Marashi Najafi, 1389: 23).

In all existing bibliographic sources, only one book is cited, albeit under various
names such as Arba ‘un and Khutab al-Arba ‘in. Although both contain forty hadiths of
the Prophet (PBUH) and were used as instructional texts in China, they differ
fundamentally in several respects: the topics of the hadiths, the original compiler, the
date of composition, and the identity of the Persian commentator. Chinese scholar Feng
Jin Yuan, in his book Islamic and Iranian Culture in China (Feng, 1377: 105), clearly
demonstrates that these are two entirely separate works—Arba ‘un and Khutab.
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It was previously assumed that the hadiths interpreted in Khutab were compiled by
Tajuddin Hafizi Bukhari and that the Persian translation was prepared by Hussamuddin
ibn Alauddin al-Nujabadi, a disciple of Borhanuddin Sagharji, in 835 AH at the request
of Sheikh Hossein (Afshar, 1360: 93). However, a critical review of more recent
research—including works by Aref Noushahi (Noushahi, 1390: 337), Seyyed Ahmad
Hosseini (Al-Hosseini, 1406 AH: 4), and the manuscript Arba ‘in al-Fugara (Sadra’i-
Kho’i & Hafeziaan, 1388, Vol. 1: 289)—shows that this information actually pertains to
another work titled Arba ‘un.

Regarding the spiritual guide (pir) of the author, there is no explicit information. The
claim that Hussamuddin ibn Alauddin al-Nujabadi was a disciple of Borhanuddin
Sagharji is demonstrably incorrect, as he was in fact the Persian commentator of Arba ‘in
al-Fugara, not Khutab, which is the subject of this research.

Likewise, the frequently cited composition date of 835 AH is inaccurate. This date
corresponds to the composition of Arba ‘in al-Fugara. Within Khutab, neither the author
nor the scribe provides any indication of the date of authorship or transcription.

From an orthographic standpoint, the text blends archaic and more modern spelling
conventions. However, the scribe or author leans notably toward older orthographic
features—what may be termed “first-period” orthography. This analysis offers valuable
insight into the age and writing practices of the time.

The stylistic analysis of the book covers linguistic, literary, and intellectual aspects.
On the phonological level, notable features include the transformation of /id/ to /it/,
vowel shifts, and phoneme reductions. On the lexical level, the text displays extensive
use of Arabic terminology, ancient Transoxianan vocabulary, and sensory or imagistic
language to express abstract concepts. At the syntactic level, key features include
concise sentence structures, the use of third-person singular pronouns for inanimate
objects, and the omission of plural verb endings.

On the literary level, a range of rhetorical devices is employed, including simile,
metaphor, metonymy, synecdoche, alliteration, and quotation. Finally, at the intellectual
level, the study considers the religious, mystical, and socio-historical contexts of the
work, highlighting the central theme of death-awareness that runs through the text.

4. Conclusion

Khutab—a Persian text central to the religious education of Chinese Muslims—has
long suffered from misidentification. Its title, commentator, date of composition, and
hadith sources have repeatedly been confused with those of Arba ‘in al-Fuqara. In reality,
Khutab is a Persian commentary and mystical interpretation of Ibn Wada’an’s Khutab al-
Arba ‘in, in which the commentator, in line with Sufi tradition, elaborates on the Arba ‘un
al-Wada aniyya.
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Based on internal evidence, Khutab likely dates to the late 7th century AH (late 13th
century CE). From a linguistic standpoint, features such as the phonological shift from
"id" to "it," abbreviated syntactic structures, and the use of Transoxianan vocabulary
point to a strong tendency toward Persianization. Literarily, the text frequently employs
imagery, especially similes. Rhetorically, it features consistent use of alliteration (saj¢)
and intertextual references (tazmin). Intellectually, the dominant theme of death,
viewed through a mystical lens, emerges from the text’s admonitory tone and the
sociopolitical backdrop of its composition.
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