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Purpose: One of the important features of mystical literary texts is their connection
with theology, which can indicate the importance of theological topics from the point
of view of mystics. This research tries to prove, while examining the reflection of
theological topics in the works of Alaa al-Doleh Semnani, that the science of theology

is considered a worthy elementary perfection in order for the seeker to reach his goal.

Method and Research: According to these characteristics, in this article, the method
of connecting Theology and mysticism in the works of Alaa al-Doulah Semnani is

investigated and explained.

Findings and Conclusions: The seeker tries to gradually improve his knowledge by
using the tool of words, to get out of the domain of verbal knowledge, and to achieve

intuitive knowledge.

Conclusions: Examining the interaction between theology and mysticism in the works
of Alaa al-Doleh Semnani, shows that theology is effective in three ways in mystical
topics: 1- Design of new topics (problem plan). 2- Description and explanation of the
problem and preparation of the necessary infrastructures 3- Changing the language and
the breadth of the vocabulary. On the other hand, mysticism also has an effect on
theology in four parts: 1- Designing new topics (problem design). 2- Criticizing
theological teachings 3- Clarifying the ambiguities and completing the theological

teachings 4- Explaining and deepening the theological reflections on various issues.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

The mutual relationship between sciences and their influence on each other is a topic with
a long history in human sciences. Since ancient times, various sciences—especially those
developed in common fields and areas (methods, topics, and issues)—have always
maintained a reciprocal relationship and influenced one another throughout their evolution
and development. Among these, Islamic theology, in its role of defending religious beliefs,
and Islamic mysticism have each played significant roles in the history of the development
and evolution of Islamic knowledge. Accordingly, understanding the mutual relationships
between these two disciplines is not only effective for a better comprehension of religious
and mystical teachings but also useful in proposing new issues.

Mystical literature, as the most important source for understanding the details of Islamic
mysticism, encompasses various topics and issues, including theological ones. Reflection on
mystical research reveals that most studies have overlooked the connection and interaction
between Islamic theology and Islamic mysticism in mystical works. Moreover, researchers
who have addressed this issue have not provided a precise explanation; therefore, providing a
scientific clarification is essential for understanding this important matter. Ala'ad-Dawlah
Semnani is one of the mystics who presented theological perspectives in his works and
sought to explain the connection between theology and mysticism. Accordingly, this article

addresses two main questions:
1-1. What is the connection between the two sciences of theology and mysticism in the works
of Ala‘ad-Dawlah Semnani?

1-2. If a connection exists, what is the mode of interaction between them in Ala'ad-Dawlah's
works?

Given the commitment of some mystics, including Ala'ad-Dawlah Semnani, to the
theological school and the widespread reflection of this school's beliefs in their works,
answering these questions justifies the necessity of this research.

2. Methodology

The research method used in this study is initially documentary and library-based,
followed by descriptive and analytical approaches. While examining the relationship,
connection, and interaction between theology and mysticism in Ala'ad-Dawlah Semnani’s
works, this research aims to demonstrate that Ala'ad-Dawlah regarded theology as a priori
and a key source for thinking and knowledge in theology, anthropology, and ontology.

3. Discussion
In any discussion about the relationship between theology and mysticism, it is crucial first
to define what theology and mysticism mean. In this study, theology refers specifically to
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Islamic theology, and mysticism refers to Islamic mysticism that developed in the second half
of the second century AH (Bedavi, 1977: 30-33). Without a precise definition of theology and
mysticism, it is impossible to clearly discuss their mutual influences. Considering that
theological issues have been raised in all mystical works, careful attention to how theology
and mysticism interact is necessary in mystical research. The discussion of the reciprocal
effects between Islamic theology and mysticism covers countless branches, and addressing
this category requires another dedicated study. However, the focus of this study is on the
manner of interaction between these two approaches, without delving into their potential
branches and sub-branches. Therefore, after necessary introductions about the relationship
and connection between theology and mysticism, and after presenting Ala'ad-Dawlah
Semnani's perspective on this relationship, we will examine these effects in his works in two
parts: the effects of theology on mysticism, and the effects of mysticism on theology.

4. Conclusion

The science of theology and Islamic mysticism can be considered among the disciplines
that have always maintained a stable connection and interaction. Ala'ad-Dawlah Semnani’s
mystical works clearly reflect this interaction. The mystical journey is essentially a journey of
knowledge. By learning the doctrinal principles of Islam, a Muslim mystic gains general
knowledge of monotheism, the attributes of God Almighty, and issues related to creation and
resurrection. From the mystics' perspective, although this general knowledge is a worthy
preliminary perfection, the ultimate and transcendent perfection of man is achieved only
when the mystic, through his journey and conduct, returns to the origin from which he came
and remains in a state of nearness both to the mortal self and to God.

The results of this study indicate that theology influences Ala'ad-Dawlah's mysticism in
four ways:

1. Emphasizing the necessity of matching mystical data with verses, hadiths, and reason;

2. Proposing new topics (problem-posing);

3. Explaining and clarifying problems and providing the necessary foundations;

4. Changing the language and expanding the vocabulary.

The skepticism of theologians toward mysticism—due to some unacceptable and
seemingly incompatible propositions with religion—Iled mystics to adapt their teachings
accordingly. Conversely, theology can pose challenges to mysticism by presenting
theological propositions. The theological knowledge of mystics provides a foundation for a
better explanation of mystical teachings. Another influence of theology on Ala'ad-Dawlah’s
mysticism is the change in language and the expansion of vocabulary in his works.

It was also found that Ala'ad-Dawlah Semnani's mysticism influenced theology in four
ways:

1. Proposing new topics;

2. Criticizing theological teachings;
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3. Clarifying ambiguities and completing theological teachings;

4. Explaining and deepening theological reflections on various issues.

Mysticism, due to its specific ontological structure, has the ability to generate many
developments in theology. The mystic, observing the incompatibility of some permissible... .
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