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Abstract

Art, in all its forms, means conveying the ways of visions and sayings throughout history. It is a
creative act that affects the audience. Artwork is the means by which an artist expresses himself and
his society. Artwork enables us to use imagination and thought in an unlimited way. It allows us to
interpret and train our thinking in order to see the universe more beautifully and find meaning, even
if we are immersed in pain and suffering. Among the various types of art, poetry has a special
importance and is closely related to feeling. Therefore, we see that “impact” is one of its most
important purposes. Poetry evokes emotions in a different way, as we see in it the effect of sadness,
pain, love, hatred, etc. The greater the fit between the words and meanings of a poem, the greater its
impact.

The poet must take into account the harmony between form and content, meaning placing the
content in the appropriate form. In other words, proportion is one of the means of achieving artistic
beauty. When the proportion between all parts of the text is achieved, it gives poetry its sweetness
and pleasure. The issue of form, content, and the relationship between them falls under the poetic
theme more than other themes. To this end, in this research, we studied the issue of form and
content in the poetry of the Egyptian poet, Ahmed Shoghi. He is one of the revivalist poets who
played a role in the movement to renew Arabic poetry in the modern era. We read his poem To
Umm Kulthum more than once, and it became clear to us that there is a harmony between form and
content that deserves study. Our approach in conducting this study was descriptive-analytical,
which is based on examining and researching the literary style to uncover the secrets of linguistic
techniques.

This study seeks to answer the following two research questions:

1) How did the stylistic mechanisms employed by the poet affect the harmony between form
and content?

2) What is the main idea on which the poem is based?

In this poem, Shoghi uses a simple, calm, and heavy Bahr (poetry) to express the sadness and
grief caused by the beloved's rejection and psychological pressure, which is appropriate and
harmonious with the poet's amorous and nostalgic nature. In addition, in this poem, he uses the
rhyme "ha" ending in "alef" which indicates his suppressed sighs and regrets. In external music, the
alliteration resulting from sibilant sounds, such as the letter "s" and its combination with the letter
"ha" created a sad melody that suited the poet's mental state. In the lexical layer, the chosen words
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express the sadness and longing caused by the lover's rejection, words such as "Hamamat al-Ayk,
Sadness, darkness, night, crying, complaining, days of love, and ah", which give the poem an aspect
of honesty and realism.

Shoghi's inspiration for this poem is darkness and listening to unknown voices, which represent
loneliness and isolation. The darkness symbolizes the unseen aspects of his emotions and the hidden
parts of himself, while the color black, crying, and the melancholy of doves are all used to represent
loss and create an atmosphere of sadness and mystery. At the rhetorical level, it is clear that the
similes and metaphors used by Shoghi are not decorative elements that are hung on the body of the
poem, but rather he uses them according to the need, which shows that creative techniques have not
been imposed on this poem. At the syntactic level, it is clear that past tense verbs have a higher
frequency compared to present tense verbs, because in this poem the poet recalls memories that he
lived with in the past but have now become a dream. At the intellectual level, it becomes clear to us
that the dominant idea in this poetic text is not limited to the poet describing some of the beloved’s
qualities and her turning away from him, but rather the deep idea is the poet’s suffering from the
passing of the beautiful days. In other words, this poem, with all its artistic characteristics, was an
honest artistic translation of a love experience flavored with suffering and deprivation; the suffering
that Shoghi experienced in his love for Umm Kulthum.

Keywords: Harmony of Form and Content, Literary Stylistics, Umm Kulthum, Poetic Image, True
Emotion.
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