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Abstract

The painful event of Ashura is one of the most recurring events in the history of Islam, which is
about the great deviation of the Islamic nation after the Holy Prophet (AS). It has become a model
for all freedom seekers in every corner of this turbulent world, and it is a valuable experience in
reforming human societies, correcting distortions, and eliminating corruption and deviations. The
impact left by the personality of Abu Abdullah Al-Hussein (AS) and the Ashura uprising in the
minds and souls was so strong that many freedom-loving movements took it as a model of struggle
and uprising. Since the advent of Islam, many committed poets have risen up to defend the Holy
Prophet (AS) and his sacred ideals. This movement has continued throughout the history of Shiism
in support of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), and its peak is evident in the event of Ashura and the expression
of injustice and grief over Imam Hussein (AS) and his loyal companions. In the same context, the
poets Sharif al-Radi (359-406) and Mohtasham Kashani (905-996), according to the political and
religious situations of their time, turned to mourning Imam Hussein (AS) and his suffering and
began to explain the injustice of that great Imam. The two poets expressed their feelings through
poetic stanzas with simple language and have great similarities in the field of Husseini poetry. Both
Sharif al-Radi and Mohtasham Kashani in their poems "Karbala" and "Baz-e-in-che-shorsh-ast..."”
dealt with the mourning of Imam Hussein (AS) in a beautiful way and with religious, Sufi, social,
and political topics.

In this regard, this study aims to compare the literary style of Sharif al-Radhi and Mohtasham
Kashani based on the theory of the famous German scholar Busemann to show how the thought,
ideology, and style of Persian and Arab poets were in mourning Imam Hussein (AS). The study of
style based on this method is a quantitative study, not a qualitative one. The style of the two poets is
literary, and the emotional level differs in their elegies.

Statistical stylistics is a branch of linguistic stylistics that studies literary texts using
mathematical methods and automated statistics. The statistical method was previously created by
Richard Armstrong (as cited in Sedghi, 2019). The German scholar Busemann was one of those
who trusted this statistical method and used it in German literary texts. This method is used to
distinguish between scientific and literary styles by determining the quantity and ratio of verbs to
adjectives; that is, by calculating the number of verbs and adjectives and then dividing the verbs by
the counted adjectives, a part of what indicates the style of work is obtained. In other words, by
increasing the ratio of verbs to adjectives, the literary style becomes more emotional, and by
decreasing it, the style becomes more scientific and rational (Maslouh, 1992, p. 74). Saad Maslouh,
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an Egyptian linguist, localized the theory of statistical stylistics invented by Busemann, and
considered it a branch of the new criticism.

In this research, in addition to the comparative investigation of the style in two poems by Al-
Sharif Al-Radi and Mohtasham Kashani in mourning Imam Hussein (AS), the amount of literary
style in these two poems is also subject to comparative analysis and criticism. The reason for
choosing these two poets and their poems is that, first, the style of the two selected poems is literary
and we aim to address the amount of this style in the two poems based on Busemann's method.
Second, both poets were creative in mourning Imam Hussein (AS) and the Karbala incident.
Therefore, it is important to know the most important indicators that distinguish these two styles
from each other. Both Al-Sharif Al-Radi and Mohtasham Kashani consider the Ashura event to be
the Day of Judgment, and they try to apply this topic in their poetry with different expressions. Al-
Sharif Al-Radi also mentions in part of his poem the deviation of the Prophet's nation from religion,
and Mohtasham also mentions the criminals and oppressors in the Ashura incident more clearly.
From this standpoint, the study aims to investigate the style in the poems of the two Shiite Persian
and Arab poets and identify the points of difference and similarity and the components that
influence the literary style of their poetry. The study seeks to answer the following three research
questions:

1) How is the style of Sharif al-Radi and Mohtasham Kashani in mourning Imam Hussein (AS)
based on the Busemann equation?

2) Does the style of Sharif al-Radi and Mohtasham Kashani in mourning Imam Hussein (AS)
differ according to the Busemann equation?

3) What are the most important characteristics that made the style of one of these two poets more
literary than the other?

The results of the study showed that according to Busemann's equation, the style of both
Mohtasham Kashani and Sharif Radhi's poems in mourning Imam Hussein (AS) is a literary style
and not a scientific one. The quantitative and statistical analysis of Mohtasham Kashani and Sharif
Radhi's poems in mourning Imam Hussein showed that the amount of verb-adjective ratio (VAR) in
the text of Mohtasham's poem is somewhat higher; therefore, based on Busemann's equation,
Mohtasham's style is more literary than Sharif Radhi's style.

Among the most important elements that caused the rise of VAR in the two poems, we can point
to structural factors such as the language of the poem, the type of speech, the use of verbs, the use
of imaginary images and artistic images, the involvement of emotions and feelings, the
improvisation of poems, etc. As for the factors of age and gender, only the age factor has an effect
on VAR and the gender factor did not affect the increase in VAR because the style of both writers is
masculine and similar. Despite the great stylistic similarity, Mohtasham's style is more literary than
that of Sharif al-Radi, and the reason for this is often due to his rational and wise view to the elegies
of Imam Hussein (AS). The use of simile is also among the factors in reducing VAR in Sharif al-
Radhi's poem.

Keywords: Comparative Stylistics, Sharif al-Radi, Mohtasham Kashani, Elegy of Imam Hussein
(AS), Busemann Equation.
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