


History of Islamic PhilosophyVol.4/ Issu.15/ Autumn.2025 166

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Henry Corbin tries to analyze Shiite spirituality as much as he can and to
achieve an understanding of esoteric concepts through the methods of
phenomenology and hermeneutics. In his opinion, the esoteric nature of divine
religions has not yet been revealed and it is Shiite spirituality that keeps the door
to the future open. Corbin believes that among the Abrahamic religions, only the
Twelver Shiism explicitly believes in a living Imam who has an absent presence
in the world. An Imam who has a living and enduring presence and never
abandons his community, who guides people in an inner and personal way, and
who acts as a personal leader and behind the veil of occultation.

Therefore, it seems that in Corbin's thought, accepting Shiism without
accepting the idea of Mahdism is distorted. This article tries to examine the why
and how of this issue from the perspective of Henry Corbin. It should be noted
that the main purpose of this article is to try to explain and formulate Henry
Corbin's thought on this subject and does not criticize Corbin's view because,
given the difficulty and dispersion of Henry Corbin's words on this issue, this
formulation itself is an independent research goal.

Method

The method of this writing is descriptive-analytical. That is, first, we have tried
to cite Henry Corbin's views on the subject of the article in a descriptive manner,
and while narrating his words, we have analyzed and examined his view on the
role of the Imam as an inner proof. Therefore, in this article, we have tried to
refrain from criticizing his views, but rather to examine his view on the role and
main function of the absent Imam. It should be noted that the method of
collecting scientific data in this article is library.

Findings

Henry Corbin believes that in Shiism, the connection with the Holy World
through the living Imam is still preserved and stable. This is why Mahdism is of
particular importance in Corbin's thought, and Corbin considers the acceptance
of Shiite spirituality incomplete without accepting the idea of Mahdism.

Henry Corbin places greater emphasis on the immaterial existence of the
Imam al-Zaman and does not insist on the event of the appearance as a
phenomenon that will happen one day in the outside world.

Understanding the issue of the Imam al-Zaman in Corbin's thought has a
strong connection with the discussion of sacred history in his thought. Sacred
history or metahistory for Corbin is the transition from objective-calendar time
to subjective time. Emotional-spiritual time is qualitative, not quantitative. And
because it is qualitative, its beginning and end are joined together, and the past,
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present, and future come together in it. Corbin believes that it is on this sacred
date that a meeting with the twelfth Imam, who is absent from view, will take
place. Corbin believes that just as the time of the twelfth Imam is a time between
times, his place is also between places, and his presence cannot be felt in the
form of a material presence or in a physical space.

Conclusion

Henry Corbin has an interpretive view of religious texts and concepts.
Interpretation is a method of discovering the esoteric that is hidden beneath the
surface of religious texts. In the sense that the revelation only includes the
outward appearance of the Holy Book and its ascending course, which is the
interpretation of the divine message, has not been realized. Therefore, the
innermost essence of divine religions has not yet been revealed. According to
Corbin, this interpretation in Shiite spirituality is possible through the Imam and
under the shadow of his words and guidance, and he emphasizes that this
spiritual understanding will not be realized until the emergence of the twelfth
Imam.

For this reason, Corbin considers Shiite thought and the path of spirituality to
be unsuccessful without belief in the existence of the absent Imam, and believes
that during the period of occultation, the spiritual and non-material dignity of the
Imam is preferred because his occultation is inevitable until a certain time.

Henry Corbin believes that although the twelfth Imam has a material and
visible existence, what is important in being an Imam is not the Imam's physical
existence but rather the Imam's spiritual existence. Therefore, the Imam's
Shiites, without any ideological or geographical boundaries, establish a heartfelt
connection with the absent Imam during the occultation. In fact, according to
Corbin, the realization of the absent Imam in each person is in a way the
emergence of the absent Imam, and with this inner connection, the superior and
transcendent self of man is realized. In other words, he reaches the Imam Zaman
within himself. In fact, according to Corbin, the realization of the absent Imam
in each person is in a way the emergence of the absent Imam, and with this inner
connection, the superior and transcendent self of man is realized. In other words,
he reaches the Imam of the time within himself. The more people become
competent in recognizing the Imam, the closer the return of the Savior will be.
As a result, people must reach a level of competence that will enable the
physical appearance of the Imam to be realized and enable them to realize the
final appearance of the absent Imam in the earthly world.
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