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ABSTRACT

Agnosticism based on the people included in this ruling, some consider this ruling
to include all cognitive subjects (strong), some think that different people have a
general ruling (weak). Therefore, weak agnosticism means that: the
epistemological agent is allowed to remain without final judgment regarding the
existence of God. Two main reasons can be put forward in defense of this attitude;
(1) considering the epistemological position and the variety of the conditions and
abilities of the epistemological agents and the effect of this feature on the
knowledge of the evidence and their weighting, their various judgments, including
remaining agnostic about the existence of God, are justified. (2) Based on a reading
of the principle of epistemological conservatism (a person can continue to believe
until he finds a reason against his belief), the internal reasons of individuals are
sufficient for the legitimacy of their belief.
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Extended Abstract

Agnostics hold that epistemic judgment about the existence of God ought to be
suspended. This epistemic—theological school comprises diverse forms; depending
on the scope of applicability among individuals, some thinkers regard this injunction
as binding on all epistemic agents (strong agnosticism), while others reject such all-
encompassing application and deny a singular rule for every agent (weak
agnosticism). Thus, weak agnosticism entails that an epistemic agent is permitted
to remain without a conclusive judgment concerning God’s existence. Two main
reasons can be advanced in defense of this perspective:

1 .Defense Based on the Epistemic Situation

Given the epistemic situation and the diversity of conditions and capacities among
epistemic agents, and the influence of these attributes on their awareness of
evidence and its weighting, their divergent judgments—including remaining
agnostic about God’s existence—are justified. By acknowledging the variation in
epistemic situation, this justification remains acceptable as long as an individual has
observed the ethics of belief and fulfilled his epistemic duties. Since the aim of
knowledge is to attain truth—and truth is defined as something independent of the
epistemic agents—we must, as far as possible, put in place guidelines to guard
against subjective and personal influences. However, we cannot require epistemic
agents to perform beyond their capacities, and epistemic errors occur abundantly
in the process of acquiring knowledge. Now, if an individual’s epistemic situation is
not adequate, he should not take a position either for or against a matter simply
because they lack evidence; rather, epistemic suspension of judgment is the correct
stance. In light of the discussions raised in the debate over the existence of God, if
God exists, factors such as sin may have affected the individual’s epistemic
disposition, leaving them unable to secure evidence in God’s favor; or if God does
not exist, the individual—driven by a psychological need for a transcendent being,
by wishful thinking, or by a psychological need not to know—may be unable to
properly grasp reasons against God’s existence. These are possibilities and
circumstances that compromise one’s cognitive capacities and create situations in
which the individual cannot form a sound epistemic judgment; accordingly,
epistemic suspension of judgment is a justified and reasonable option for them.
(Morris, 1986)

2 .Defense Based on the Principle of Epistemic Conservatism

According to one reading of the principle of epistemic conservatism (that a person
may continue to believe a proposition as long as they have not found any reason to
reject it), an individual’s internal reasons are sufficient to legitimate the ongoing
persistence of their belief; hence, someone who get agnostic is, in principle and to
the extent of that belief, justified in maintaining it. However, limiting this principle
solely to internal reasons faces difficulties, and therefore it cannot serve as a solid
foundation for weak agnosticism. Graham Oppy, drawing on Gilbert Harman’s
epistemic principle and an internalist account of the justification required for belief,
seeks to defend weak agnosticism. On his reading, the sufficiency of an individual’s
internal reasons to justify their belief—and the prima facie entitlement to continue
holding it so long as no defeating reason appears—serves as the major premise,
while the person’s agnostic stance functions as the minor premise and a concrete
instance of this rule. Oppy regards this epistemic principle as closely akin to the
theistic claim that religious belief can be properly basic and non-inferentially
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justified, and he argues that anyone who accepts it thereby renders agnosticism a
defensible position. On Oppy’s interpretation, individuals are entitled to consider
their ongoing commitment epistemically justified based on their own internal
reasons. These internal reasons sometimes support theism or atheism and
sometimes warrant an epistemic suspension of judgment; according to the stated
principle, all such responses are both permissible and justified for those who
embrace them. It may happen that someone fails to reach a determinate conclusion
about God’s existence—regardless of which factors produce that result—but
because their personal reasons are epistemically sufficient for them, this agnostic
position is recognized as legitimate. (Oppy, 1994, p. 161)

References

Feldman, R. & Conee, E. (2004). Evidentialism: Essays in epistemology. Oxford, Oxford University
Press.

Hanson, N. R., 1972, What | Do Not Believe and other Essays, ed. Stephen Toulmin and Harry
Woolf, Dordrecht, Neth.

Kenny, A. (1983). Faith and Reason. New York. Columbia University Press.

Kenny, A. (2009). Atheism and Agnosticism. Philosophers and God; At the Frontiers of Faith and
Reason, ed. by John Cornwell and Michael McGhee, MPG Books Group.

Lewis, D. (1996). Elusive Knowledge. Australasian Journal of Philosophy. 74, 549-567.

Mizrahi. M. (2017). Skepticism; Is knowledge of God’s existence possible. European

Journal for Philosophy of Religion, 9(1), 41-64.

Morris, T, (1986). Pascalian Wagering. Canadian Journal of Philosophy. 16 (3), 437- 454.

Oppy, G. (1994). Weak Agnosticism Defended, International Journals for Philosophy of Religion.
36, 147-167.

Poidevin, R. (2010). Agnosticism: A Very Short Introduction, Oxford University Press.

Price, H. (1988). Review of Change in View. Philosophical Books. 29, 38-41.

Scriven, M. (1966). Primary Philosophy, New York, McGraw Hill.
Schellenberg, J. L. (2015). The Hiddenness Argument, Philosophy’s new challenge

to the Belief in God. Oxford, Oxford University Press.



s aolibad 99
T

o Colw g
f?sba\' o)lmi'“Y\ 0)9°

FIF-YFVS : Siig Sl bl

(83192) o (3155 5501Y (L)

BYYEIICRRIWE 5y

(ghjavad@yahoo.com) .|l 4uld § CueSs iy dumoge oIS 09,5 Lokl
oduS>

0 3929 dise el 53 (b b ool (log 55 g Cunl a5 3929 CLpd (e 6913 <25 I bl
‘5]0..\99 (L595) J«Jl.)uo ui JW l) ulio.lb <.)1)5] ‘SLMA)) =3 «Cal L;clmﬂl dl)b U)L.Ib\ﬂ _gﬁ)m u»)i L)’l
158 Y (ol 8ymo (sla oblgs o Wndin) i & diw D)3l (534S  ABd o 3loee o IS g Cawnd S5 6155 (g
53]y3l sl bl g bl e (V) iewl b bl Camis 1S (6501Y 5 €8 jd odes o 90 (chins) g
aloss) = )3l Calisee (sl gygld s 1 g Lol (3 (1jg 9 Mlgds 3| BT lsse sl £ gite gl B ymo Cuxbgo
0g5 Bymo illog g Cadgiune g yob BB 40,8 &S Sloj b s g5 (] .l dago — 108 g9 by yile (g0l
W53 48 Sloy ) (aByxe ()8 ladloee ol 3l (608 oy b ol p oS (V) .ol il BB ca il dgaio
4 ST aelds pl Lol il ol ango 298 Byme 3,505, dliial o ol 13 1,3 (6ol domys sl (3

K Bl lade g Sgpo Y 51 LS «puine 18 yme 3,500, 5 i)y (gl a8 Jbyd sl 3,3 Sgyn B>

VE ¥/ BIYY s MOT MG 6o VF 7%/ o) 2o B - VE /N VA Mol G 6o VY7V 0 2y

IYV YV (V) $F 0,5 Hlals (s5le2) s 0l 560N b5, (VF ) ¢ unaeadlé g0le> O
https://doi.org/10.22034/iw.2025.481481.1812

This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons attribution 4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


https://www.javidankherad.ir/
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/6140-2676
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-2105-937X
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://www.javidankherad.ir/

(85l92) s A S5 b3 | YY)

Y
TSl o iBgie |y 105 dgmg pie b dgng 8)byd (Byme (9l &S el sByme olie ' ol,Sig)dlY
bt s 5 By Lo S L s i L (a0 15 355 ke L 35y ¢ sl o OlyoN
b iyl g 4 (B V3 9 G 39290 Jadlly (oo (i aSl b o)l ) (b (i ) S
1S 60IY 08 1004 o s S dstnd 93 4y )03 (Slippmnl S 53 Sl .l 281800 b Cannnsd 39590
o5 L laiee b gyloum o155 LT b st 105 3g35 85l )3 Byme (5l cibss &y Miino
Wl g e 53 135 599 b 5 39 0 3l 10 93y (o (ESeS 13 53 (e & o
290 9 pLryBl (M ((Bpme Blod 4y jgLUIS o1 g joblas o g (CBL Cuwd (uazo a4,
- 6yl Bl - sl Yo [ 5915 Bl sl &S el & LS ep3IY 08 s o 13 35,15 oyl
5 AS CaBgio |y 108 399 pis b dgng Ll yd ibyre (5y9ld &S - Lbwog blod o L il o 5l o5 L
Iy i03y5 g JBle (slaglusl a5 Canl (3l 13 dod 93 oyl wiee Byd e Do b ol 53 Sl @90
e b (50905 |y (LS5 5= 6)lomin Blod 4y il jlisen g )liseo b i Balad oy 40 ilSSe
3929 2l (e oge ol Cunss b 3 oy Bl - ool (byme GHele 5 (S
(EspWUS g gl S )5 cpgd o, Lel sl Ol oyl )3 )55 545 (5 sl 5390 /g 115
o2, Sgy e pl 10 .05 o w8 I 3o (Lol (S dS Cunl dag0 /3)]5 3535 0w xig0

aMJ&Ib‘}&@L})l e hd)‘}%bwd‘)?d)b‘YAJM)L?&l JM)DJ

1. Agnosticism.
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2. necessary.

3. strong.

4. permanent.
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2. epistemic Contextualism.
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