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There are disagreements among commentators on Kantian ethics regarding the
analytical method in the "Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals." The
disagreement is about what it means for the method to be analytical. Some
believe that the analytical method in the "Groundwork" is 1) understood in
traditional terminology regarding its analytical nature, or 2) relates to the nature
of analytical judgments, or 3) marks conceptual analysis without having any
deeper meaning. This paper shows that Kant's notion of the analytical method
should be understood according to the terminology of critical philosophy,
rather than being according to traditional terminology or understood as being
about judgments, or merely conceptual analysis. The article concludes that the
beginning of the text is based on the doctrine of "the fact of reason," and the
autonomy of the rational will is a condition for issuing judgments about good
will, as judgments that are already known.
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Extended Abstract

Kant says that the goal of his Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals (from now: the
Groundwork) is to search for and establish the supreme principle of morality. He says "I have adopted in
this work the method that is, | believe, most suitable if one wants to proceed analytically from common
cognition to the determination of its supreme principle, and in turn synthetically from the examination of
this principle and its sources back to the common cognition in which we find it used.” (G, 4:392) The
meaning of the analytical method is the subject of this paper. Some commentators understand the
analytical method based on the relation to analytical judgments or propositions. Other interpreters consider
the analytical method in the text to refer to conceptual analysis, meaning it's a conceptual-analytical
approach. A third group tries to understand Kant's analytical method in a more traditional sense. In this
paper, we critique all these commentators and propose a new interpretation. We show that the analytical
method for Kant in Groundwork has the same meaning that he introduced in his Prolegomena. That is
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"rely on something already known to be dependable, from which we can go forward with confidence and
ascend to the sources, which are not yet known, and whose discovery not only will explain what is known
already, but will also exhibit an area with many cognitions that all arise from these same sources." (Prol,
4: 274-275)

If we show that the starting point of the Groundwork is a place where we are already confident in
the validity of something already known and that from which we can go forward with confidence and
ascend to the sources of this starting point at the end, we must consider the method of the Groundwork as
analytical. We will also demonstrate that we actually have a priori synthetic judgments that our discussion
begins with, and at the end, a condition (that is, the autonomy of practical reason) is represented, based on
which these judgments are possible. This article attempts to show that the starting point of the text is a
concept constituted by having moral judgments, but the process of the Groundwork is supposed to clarify
the sources of these judgments and demonstrate how such moral judgments have become possible with
such sources. We show why common rational knowledge of morality is the same as moral consciousness,
and how it relates to the idea of freedom. For Kant, there is a rational idea that, since it is an idea of reason,
cannot be directly intuited and therefore cannot be theoretically given or proven; it still, however, falls
within the realm of facts. This idea, which is a fact, is the idea of freedom, whose reality manifests as a
specific type of causality that proves its reality and that of its concepts by what it does, and consequently,
will be displayed in experience. Kant referred to this understanding of the realization of freedom as the
"fact of reason.” The state of the "fact of reason” is the consciousness of the moral law, and this
consciousness manifests itself in the actions of the subject in the empirical world. Thus, Kant believes that
the reality of synthetic a priori judgments can be established not just in empirical intuition but also in a
kind of moral consciousness. This article tries to show that this moral consciousness and its judgments are
the starting point of the Groundwork. Therefore, the Groundwork begins with judgments according to the
"fact of reason,” which we are confident in their validity, and then analyzes this moral consciousness. In
this way, the method of this book is an analytical method.

Then, Kant analytically analyzes moral consciousness, in the sense we discussed earlier, i.e. the
fact of reason, to reach its origin, which is the autonomy of the free rational subject. This is exactly what
groundwork does, and understanding the analytical method in any other way will not fully clarify Kant's
method.
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