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In this paper, | attempt to explain the systematic position of the Divine within
Heidegger’s thought in a necessary relation with the ontological difference and
the initial origin of Phenomenology To achieve this, it is necessary to overcome
the dichotomy Heidegger posits between the metaphysical God and the divine
God. On the one hand, Heidegger’s conception of the metaphysical God is
essentially related to the Aristotelian-Scholastic notion of ‘arche’ as the highest
being; and thus, it doesn't embrace the negative approach to ‘arche’ in the
Platonic tradition. On the other hand, Heidegger's attempt for the expression of
the appearance of God entangles himself in a fideistic approach which has no
relation with the ontological difference; thereby contradicting the criteria of his
own thinking. The criticism of these two approaches, creates the necessity of a
more fundamental understanding of the Divine according to the ontological
difference and the origin of appearance in an implicit reference to the Platonic
‘arche beyond Being’ in the sense of a negative understanding of ‘arche’ as
concealment, absence and nothingness.
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Extended Abstract

In this paper, I aim to elucidate how the concept of the Divine can be understood within Heidegger’s thought in a
systematic and necessary relation with his fundamental question of Being, particularly in terms of the development of the
ontological difference and the Clearing (Lichtung) as the origin of appearance in his later thought after his so-called “turn”.

To achieve this objective, | will not adhere to Heidegger's explicit discourse on the Divine, which he delineates as
“the divine God” in contrast to “the metaphysical God,” notably in his influential essay, “The Onto-theo-logical Constitution
of Metaphysics”. | will critically argue that the dichotomy he establishes between the metaphysical God and the divine God
must be overcome. This dichotomy leads to a combination of a philosophical A-theism and a non-philosophical fideism,
characterized in his earlier thought as biblical-historical theology, and in his later thought as a form of mythical-poetical fatalism
concerning the History of Being.

In the first part of the paper, I will explain Heidegger’s critique of the metaphysical God and Ontotheology,[]
highlighting his philosophical “god-less” stance towards the metaphysical God as the highest being, grounded in his
fundamental criterion: the ontological difference. In his Marburg lecture, “History of Philosophy from Thomas Aquinas to
Kant,” Heidegger destructs the scholastic conception of God as the absolute and perfect being, generally critiquing the
metaphysical God in relation to the ontological difference. He argues that philosophy is fundamentally not an ontic science,
claiming to discover every being, let alone God. Thus, the “godlessness” of philosophy necessarily results from the ontological
difference. Through a critical investigation, I will exploreHeidegger’s criticism of Ontotheology and the metaphysical God by
analyzing the concept of ‘arche’ in Aristotle’s metaphysics and its determining influence on positive theology. | conclude that
Heidegger’s understanding of the metaphysical God is essentially related and restricted to the Aristotelian-scholastic conception
of ‘arche’ and ground as highest being, which encompasses the totality of the perfection of Being in itself and simultaneously
grounds the specific universality of the concept of Being in general. Through this analysis, I emphasize that Heidegger’s
understanding of God as ‘arche’ in the history of metaphysics does not embrace a fundamentally different approach to ‘arche’
as the origin of Being and appearance, which is developed in the Platonic tradition of negative theology, initiated by Plato’s
‘agathon’ (the Good)las the unconditioned arche which goes “beyond Being” and ‘aletheia’ and thus, transcends presence and
appearance. Despite his earlier attention in several lectures to the fundamental significance of Plato’s “beyond Being” for the
meaning of Being and the origin of unconcealment, Heidegger totally and unjustifiably ignores this in his later thinking. He
simply identifies Plato’s agathon with Aristotle’s ‘to theion’ (the Divine), which is not beyond Being, but rather the highest
being as the perfect realization of the idea of Being as absolute presence. | contend that Heidegger's disregard for the negative
Platonic arche compels him to reject the metaphysical God as an arche that ultimately returns to beings and remains within the
realm of presence. According to the criterion of the ontological difference, the true arche as Being itself, the event, and the
Clearing must precede the Being of beings; thus, Being itself must transcend presence and appearance. Therefore Heidegger
calls it absence and concealment.

The second section of the paper addresses Heidegger’s fideism and his endeavor to articulate a positive conception of
the appearance of God, which he asserts can exclusively be achievable within the self-sufficient realm of faith. This faith, or
faithful existence, has its own factical experience of life based on the historicity and facticity of the biblical God. Heidegger
emphasizes that philosophy possesses “no organ” for comprehending the God of faith, as he notes in his lecture on Thomas
Aquinas. The true philosophical theology can only subsequently interpret the givenness of the faith and the correlation between
the faithful existence and the self-expressing God in the revelation through phenomenological analysis. Heidegger refers to this
approach in his earlier lectures as the “Phenomenology of Religious Life”. | contend that Heidegger entangles himself through
this fideism in an impasse which forces him to contradict his own criterion of the ontological difference. In “Phenomenology
and Theology”, Heidegger clearly contravenes the ontic-ontological priority of Being, asserting that all ontic-positive sciences,
with the exception of theology, must be founded on ontology. Regarding the criterion of the ontological difference, 1 will
conclude that Heidegger’s fideistic approach to the appearance of God is ontologically neither explicable nor defensible;
because every positive-ontoic assertion about God must be grounded in the ontological priority of the Being.

The critique of these two approaches underscores the necessity for a more fundamental understanding of the Divine
in relation to the ontological difference and the origin of appearance, implicitly invoking the Platonic arche ‘beyond Being’ as
a negative understanding of ‘arche’ characterized by concealment, absence, and nothingness. In the final part of the paper, |
will interpret Heidegger’s attempts to characterize “the last God” and its “need” for the event (Ereignis) of Beyng itself—
understood negatively as the event that withdraws from all forms of appearance and presence—alongside his characterization
of the Clearing and Being itself as antecedent to the pronoun “it” (Es) in the word-for-word understanding of the sentence “Es
gibt Sein”, [(“It gives Being”) in light of his earlier appropriation of Plato’s agathon in the Allegory of the Sun and his later
appropriation of Heraclitus’ logos and ‘hen’ (the One), which precedes the presence of ‘panta’ as the totality of the Being of
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all beings. I conclude that Heidegger implicitly seeks, in these appropriations of ‘arche’ within ancient Greek philosophy, an
alternative conception of divinity that goes “beyond Being”, presence and appearance. In this interpretation, Heidegger
explicitly rejects the metaphysical God as the Aristotelian arche as the highest being and the totality of Being (omnitudo
realitatis), while implicitly appropriating the Platonic arche “beyond Being” in its radically negative sense as nothingness,
absence, and concealment.

The paper ends with the claim that this investigation can be understood as a transition from Heidegger’s “Phenomenology of
Religion” to a “Phenomenological Negative Theology”.
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