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Abstract: After decades of passionately defending atheism,

Anthony Flew finally made a turn in his thinking in the last six years
of his life and turned to theism. He formulates his main reason in the
form of an explanation of the order argument and with emphasis on
new scientific findings, especially in the field of biology. In the first
period of his intellectual life, by insisting on positivist and Popery
approaches, Flew declares that theism lacks sufficient evidence and
reasons. But in the second period, based on biological reasons and in
the form of a presentation of the order argument, he turned to the
defense of theism. In this research, we have shown Flew's two
periods of thought. We have also measured the strength of the
argument of order in the interpretation proposed by Flew and its
strengths and weaknesses. The coherent description and description
of the above materials and their analysis in an analytical way is the
main topic and concern of this article.
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ntroduction: Before the time of

Plato until now, philosophers
have provided evidence to prove
the  existence of  God.
Traditionally, these rational
arguments have been
categorized into four basic types
of reasoning - with slight
variations in each. teleological
proof, cosmological proof,
existential proof and moral
proof, in this proof, although no
reason for the existence of God
has been presented, it has
appeared in the form of a
rational reason. Although some
arguers have defended one of
these arguments and some
other arguments as inescapable
rational arguments, but these
arguments face challenges that
are generally raised by Hume
and Kant. The result of some
basic objections due to reasons
Theologically, it is summarized
with the following statement:
"These arguments are logically
invalid,

incomplete, and value-wise,

epistemologically

they = have  been  used
inappropriately.” (Geisler, 1375)

The most famous and
intuitively the best argument for
the existence of God is the
teleological argument or the
argument based on the plan. In
this argument, the argument is
from order to tact, in such a way
that the argument starts from
the perceived order in nature in
order to provide evidence of the
existence of tact and therefore
tact. The important point here is
that there are rules in nature
and Both these rules are
mathematically precise,
universal, and interdependent,
which Einstein referred to as
"embodied intelligence".
(Hosseini, 2014) New scientific
developments in the field of
biology and physics have given
rise to defenders and opponents
of the power of the proof of
order. According to those who
say the proof of order, the
alternative to the random
creation of systems is to create
them through a controlling
God, and there is no other
option. But according to
Dawkins and some
evolutionists, Darwin's "natural



Flew's Turn from Atheism to Theism in the Light of the Order Argument/ Mahdavinejadand others 213

selection” can be accepted as an
acceptable alternative to a
designer and regulator God:
"The only alternative is not
accidental creation, but gradual
evolution based on natural
selection." (Dawkins, 2007)
Flew considers the argument of
order acceptable and says: two
things are very important to me;
One is the roots of the laws of
nature (proof of order) and the
other is how sentient life
became when it could be
otherwise; So there is a
regulator. The important point
is that Flew's return from
atheism is mostly based on
discovering the accuracy and
accuracy of theological
arguments, especially
cosmological arguments and
new scientific, physical and

cosmological discoveries.

ethodology: The coherent

description and description of
the above contents and their
analysis is in an analytical and
descriptive way, in which we use
rational and analogical methods
to prove the existence of God.

indings: In an interview with

Gary Habermas, after noting
that the teleological argument
had been his guide to God, Flew
said: "The findings of more than
tifty years of research on DNA
seem to provide information for
an incredibly strong new order
argument. Is." So Flew admits
that it is not easy to say that this
complex and amazing
phenomenon  came  from
matter. Since new scientific
discoveries have not reached
such a conclusion, then the
opposite should be considered
more probable. So he concludes
that believing in a higher
intelligence is the best option.
The reasons that Flew mentions
as reasons for his belief in God
may not be as convincing to
others as they were to him, but
as you can see, they are the
result of amazing new research
that is truly fascinating and
thought-provoking. Flew
showed that one of the ways to
believe in the existence of God is
science. For those who seek the
truth, he clearly explained the
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path leading to theism and
taught everyone that when the
scientific obstacles are removed
from the front of an atheist, he
should not create obstacles of
another kind in his path. As
these obstacles closed the way
for  the
contemporary atheist

world's  greatest
philosopher for many years, and
by removing them, he lived the
last years of his life believing in

God and died with this belief.

iscussion and Conclusion: Flew

is one of the few atheist
philosophers who turned to
theism with an empirical and
rational view. Therefore, it can
be said that many of the
challenges and doubts that are
raised in the field of religion
today can be resolved by
studying his two periods of
thought and the intellectual and
experimental reasons he brings
to prove the existence of God.
Therefore, his reasons for the
existence of God are successful
in answering the questions and
criticisms that are directed at
religion today. In addition, what

Anthony Flew has presented in
defense of atheism for more
than 50 years has had a great
impact on the philosophical
developments of the movement
known as Atheism is new.
Although his views and
opinions, both in those few
decades and from 2004
onwards, have been criticized
and refuted even by himself.
Anthony Flew's period of
theism has been welcomed by
theologians and at the same
time criticized by critics, and
what should be the focus of
philosophical (and even non-
philosophical)  activities is
reason and rationality, and
Anthony Flew is a good model
for following reason and it
would be better His critics used
the same method to criticize his
second period of thought, just as
the theologians who debated
with Flew in the first period
were also based on this
tradition. Anthony Flew is one
of those who have presented
significant atheistic challenges
to the theists in the last few
decades. But at the end of his
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life, he said that a world with
this greatness must have a god.
He actually came to this
conclusion from the empirical
relations of the  world.
Therefore, one of the issues that
should be considered here is the
type of perception of God.
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