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Abstract: The principle of causality is a foundational concept in

metaphysics, accepted by most philosophers from ancient Greece to
modern times. Nevertheless, the boundaries of this principle and the
methods for its explanation or justification have long been subjects
of philosophical debate. One significant issue within this discourse
is the self-evidence and purported unprovability of the principle of
causality, which, while briefly addressed in Islamic philosophy, has
not received detailed and independent examination. It is important to
note that this topic is closely related to each philosopher’s
interpretation of the principle. Despite its centrality, the question of
whether the principle of causality is self-evident-and, consequently,
whether it requires explanation or proof-has not been thoroughly
explored as an independent topic within Islamic philosophy. This
article seeks to analyze and examine the principle of causality from
the standpoint of Islamic philosophy, with a particular focus on the
tradition itself. The results demonstrate that, contrary to prevailing
opinion, both the self-evidence and the unprovability of this
principle are open to debate.
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Introduction: The “self-evidence

of the principle of causality” is a
longstanding thesis in
metaphysics, endorsed by most
philosophers from antiquity to
the present. The principle of
causality is central to Islamic
philosophy; however, certain
aspects—especially its  self-
further
analysis. Contrary to the views

evidence—require

of many Muslim philosophers,
this article argues that the self-
evidence of the principle of
causality is not defensible. The
primary focus is on the analysis

of the
unprovability of the principle of

self-evidence  and

causality, topics which, though
briefly addressed in the debates
of Muslim philosophers, have
not been systematically or
independently explored. This
article aims to determine
whether Muslim philosophers
have succeeded in providing
compelling  arguments  to
substantiate their views.

Methodology: Employing an

analytic-deductive  approach,

this article examines relevant
data gathered, classified, and
coded through library research.
The main objective is to propose
a solution to the epistemological
problem under consideration.
To this end, information was
first collected from a variety of
sources and then analyzed using

logical methods.

Findings: The issues of the self-

evidence and the unprovability
of the principle of causality, as
well as the claims made about
them, are distinct and merit
independent investigation.
Islamic philosophy contains
valuable discussions on both
topics, though not always in a
detailed or separate fashion.
The relationship between the
principle of causality and the
principle of preponderance
without a preponderant was
examined, revealing that they
are not merely different
expressions of the same
principle. Multiple criticisms of
the claim of self-evidence for the
principle of causality were

presented, demonstrating that



A critical examination of self-evidence of the principle of causality .../ Ahsan 187

this principle can, in fact, be
proven. Furthermore, it was
shown that the self-evidence of
the principle of causality itself
cannot be established by proof.
Importantly, the perspective
advanced in this article helps to
exonerate Avicenna’s
philosophy from charges of
contradiction and can be
considered alongside other

offered by

researchers—some of which are

solutions

only briefly discussed and
critiqued herein—as an
innovative contribution. The
methodology of this article is
grounded in the tradition of
Islamic philosophy, especially
that of Ibn Sina (Avicenna), and
adopts a systematic approach.
This involves collating the
relevant statements of
philosophers on a given issue,
analyzing them
comprehensively, and thus
reconstructing and evaluating
the philosopher’s position. The
claim is that such a systematic
approach is more successful in

elucidating a  philosopher’s

thought, and this article serves
as a concrete example of this
method.

l)iscussion and Conclusion: This

article has demonstrated that
the self-evidence and
unprovability of the principle of
causality are two distinct issues
requiring independent analysis.
The study concludes that,
contrary to popular belief, the
self-evidence and unprovability
of this principle are open to
debate. Accordingly, scholars
interested in Islamic philosophy
and comparative studies are
encouraged to revisit this issue
and compare their findings with
other philosophical traditions.
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