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Abstract: The relationship between belief and action is a significant

issue in epistemology. Clifford distinguishes belief from the action that
follows it, yet considers the relationship between belief and action to be
decisive. He conceptualizes beliefs as a network in which each person’s
beliefs affect not only their own other beliefs but also the beliefs of other
members of society. Clifford also discusses the individual and social
effects of belief, all of which indicate that, from his perspective, beliefs
exert a decisive influence on actions. To describe this influence, three
hypotheses can be proposed: direct effect, indirect effect, and the effect of
the entire network of beliefs on action. Clifford’s viewpoint, while
possessing notable strengths, is not without criticism. One such criticism
is his extreme and definitive stance regarding the impact of belief on
action, which does not account for the many instances in lived experience
where this relationship fails. He does not address challenges posed by
externalism about the role of desire alongside belief. Clifford’s
endorsement of command direct voluntarism has also been subject to
significant criticism. Furthermore, he neglects other factors that can affect
belief, such as affections, emotions, feelings, schemas, metacognition, and
mental imagery; nor does he acknowledge the influence of an individual’s
worldview on beliefs or the phenomenon of weakness of will.
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ntroduction: The relationship

between belief and action is one
of the most crucial issues in
epistemology, raising
fundamental questions such as:
Is belief a necessary antecedent
of action? If a person believes in
something, must that belief
necessarily ~ be  expressed
externally in the form of action
corresponding to that belief?

This article seeks to address a
central question, selected from
this broad field, from the
perspective of William Kingdon
Clifford (1845-1879): What is
the nature of the relationship
between belief and action
according to Clifford? Does
Clifford regard this relationship
as certain and deterministic?
What reasons and requirements
does Clifford offer in support of
his claim? Does he view belief as
an individual matter, or as one
with a social dimension as well?
Clifford is chosen for his
concept of the “Ethics of Belief,”
which has received considerable

attention from philosophers

and has had a profound impact
on epistemology.

indings: Several arguments

and reasons can be drawn from
Clifford’s thought to support his
belief that beliefs influence
human actions:

1.The Effect of Belief on Action:
Clifford maintains that the
influence of belief on action is
definite. He claims that all
human beliefs ultimately affect
human behavior, and even if a
belief does not immediately
manifest in action, it is
preserved for future guidance.
Beliefs are stored in the depths
of the mind and soul, and they
will affect behavior either
instantly or at a later time,
eventually appearing in the
form of actions.

2.The Network of Beliefs: Each
person’s beliefs are
interconnected in a network.
Thus, every belief, whether it
manifests immediately or in the
future, appears in behavior, and
this dense network of beliefs
serves as the link between
human feelings and behaviors.
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Beliefs regulate and correct one
another. ~ There are no
insignificant beliefs; even the
smallest and seemingly trivial
beliefs affect others. If new
beliefs align with prior beliefs,
they reinforce and affirm them,
while dissimilar beliefs are
weakened.

3.Societal Network of Beliefs:
The beliefs held by members of
society also form a networked
relationship. Consequently,
beliefs are not merely personal
matters but are shaped
collectively. For Clifford, the
guidance of our lives arises from
a shared understanding formed
through social interaction and is
oriented toward social
purposes.

4.Individual and Social Effects
of Belief: Clifford emphasizes
both the individual and social
effects of belief. He rejects the
notion that belief is solely an
individual matter. According to

Clifford, beliefs

determination and decision

provoke

within individuals and
coordinate the various forces of

our existence. Socially, beliefs
are collectively formed and
sustained through interaction
and ongoing inquiry. They are
the source of cohesion among
members of society; the shared
beliefs of a community, like the
thread of a rosary, bind people
together and foster common
action.

From this perspective, it can be
concluded that, for Clifford,
human beliefs are directly
related to actions and behaviors.
In his words, “a belief that does
not affect a person’s behavior is
not considered a belief at all.”
Therefore, according  to
Clifford, if a person genuinely
holds a belief, that belief will
inevitably be expressed
outwardly in corresponding
action.

iscussion and Conclusion:

According to the authors, it is
possible to categorize and
articulate at least three types of
effectiveness—or lack thereof—
to explain the various forms in
which beliefs can influence
action. While this classification
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is not exhaustive and may be
revised or expanded by future
research, the following division
is proposed:

1. Direct Effect: Some
beliefs, firmly established and
affirmed within an individual’s
network of beliefs, have a direct
impact on actions. Supported by
the individual’s worldview, such
beliefs can be immediately and
unequivocally manifested in
external behavior. Clifford’s
main examples focus on this
type. For instance, when a
religious person holds a belief
that is supported by their
religious worldview, this belief
is readily expressed in behavior
with minimal resistance.

2. Cumulative or Indirect
Effect: According to Clifford, all
beliefs, at any level, have an
impact. The network of beliefs
can be compared to a solution in
which beliefs dissolve rather
than merely mix. The presence
of even minor beliefs affects the
quality and concentration of
this solution, gradually
prompting changes and even

intellectual revolutions.

Seemingly insignificant beliefs,
in aggregate, reinforce and
highlight

eventually culminating in their

certain ideas,

external manifestation. Thus, in
some cases, actions are not the
result of a single belief, but of
the cumulative state of the
network of beliefs.

3. Conditional Effect and
the Role of Other Factors: Some
beliefs lack sufficient support
within an individual’s network
of beliefs or worldview, or are
accompanied by doubt and
gradual change. The
transformation of such beliefs
into action requires the
influence of additional factors,
especially will and choice. As
discussed by Lerer, in such
cases, belief is present but not
fully accepted, and therefore
does not result in action.
External

encouragement from social

incentives,

reference groups, and similar
factors can help convert such
beliefs into action.

4. Ineffective or Dormant
Beliefs: Some beliefs, lacking
foundational support within the
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network of beliefs, never result
in action. These isolated beliefs
may contradict other beliefs or
fall outside the
priorities, and thus do not lead

individual’s

to behavior.
From this perspective, the
notion of a definitive and direct
effect of beliefs on actions is
challenged. Within the
framework presented here, a
belief may never become fully
actualized, and if it does
manifest in action, it may do so
only indirectly or as a result of
the entire network of beliefs,
rather than a single belief alone.
Therefore, Clifford’s view is
open to criticism from multiple
angles.
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